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MSUM misses funding goal, ends hockey effort
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu

On Monday, supporters of
Division I hockey at MSUM
received the news they had been
dreading.
Through a mass email, the
university announced the end of
its $37 million fundraising effort
to create self-sustaining men’s
and women’s teams without
tuition or taxpayer dollars. By the
“drop-dead” deadline at the end
of February, MSUM was able to
secure only a little more than half
of its goal, administrators said.

Library
staff
prepares
for remodel

“The other half wasn’t about to
materialize in the next few days,”
President Edna Szymanski said
Tuesday.
The university, which first
explored pursuing a hockey program
in 2009, may try again at some point,
she said, but only if it can line up a
huge upfront contribution.
That’s unlikely to happen,
said local hockey bigwig Bernie
Burggraf, a leader in the nearly
8-month drive to coax donors.
MSUM “blew the chance” for the
sport, he said.
“(Szymanski) will not have

any credibility if she decides to
go again and the people they had
lined up will not come back to the
table,” Burggraf said. “She made
fools of all of them.”
He said he asked the president
for five more days to fundraise,
but she wouldn’t budge.
“It was so close,” Burggraf
said. “I would’ve had the money.”
Szymanski said extending the
deadline wouldn’t have been fair
to those who had already pledged
money to the other WCHA
institutions. The nine-member
conference, MSUM’s preferred

Students respond,
page 7

hockey destination, wants to expand
to 10 teams by the 2013-14 season
to avoid scheduling difficulties.
The presidents of Minnesota State
University-Mankato and Bemidji
State – Minnesota’s two WCHA
schools – called Szymanski
Tuesday to thank her for MSUM’s
handling of hockey, she said.
Szymanski said despite his
criticism, “We are deeply grateful
to Bernie for all the help that he
provided.” Athletic director Doug

Peters echoed that point Tuesday.
“(Burggraf) has earned a right to
have an opinion,” Peters said.
Though D-I hockey won’t be
coming to MSUM, Szymanski
said some of the potential
benefactors have pledged to help
the university in other ways. She
declined to provide examples.
“In the next several months,”
Szymanski said, “I think
you’re going to see that many
of the relationships that were
developed through hockey are
going to benefit the university
academically and athletically.”

‘Fill the Fieldhouse’ falls short

BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu

Students may need to find
a quieter place to study when
library renovations continue this
May.
After years of planning, the
library is finally starting to
relocate books and other items in
order to begin the first phase of
the new project.
“It’s been so long since we
started talking about it,” said
Brittany Goodman, dean of
instructional resources at MSUM.
“I think it was 2008 when we
actually got the funding for the
original pre-design.”
The library received $14.9
million in a renovation fund from
the state of Minnesota called a
bonding bill. The funds are now
being used to bring the library upto-date.

User-friendly space for
students
“The goal is to make a userfriendly, comfortable space for
students,” Goodman said. “It’s
going to have a very different
look.”
The first and second floors will
be transformed into a learning
commons, where students will
be able to use computers, plugin their own laptops and receive
information and assistance. The
learning commons will include a
mixture of loud and quiet spaces
for group and individual studying.
The two 24-hour computer
labs will be relocated to the first
floor, closer to the central part
of the library. The Information
Technology Office will also be
relocated to the first floor for
students’ convenience.
“I think it’s going to be better
for the students because you’re
LIBRARY, PAGE 7
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JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Fill the Fieldhouse brought out many MSUM students, alumni and community members to the men’s basketball game last Saturday.

BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu

Dragon fans wearing red
took the stands at the men’s and
women’s basketball games on
Saturday for the second annual
Fill the Fieldhouse event.
The event was started last year
by Jon Wepking, interim assistant
athletic director for marketing
and public relations, as a way
to get more people at the games
by offering prize incentives.
Last year their goal was to set
a record attendance at Nemzek,
which they accomplished with
1,806 attendees. This year,
Dragon Athletics set out to
break that record, but with

only 1,437 attendees they were
unsuccessful.
“We were hoping to draw a
good crowd and support our
teams as best as we could by
incentivizing it as much as
possible,” Wepking said.
Wepking and other staff
members asked Dragon Athletics’
sponsors,
supporters
and
stakeholders to donate what they
could to the event. They ended up
with nearly $10,000 in prizes to
give away during the games.
The event kicked off by honoring
the senior women’s basketball
players. As their names were
announced, each of the women
walked to the middle of the court

Art gallery overview,
page 3

with her parents to receive an
“I kind of wanted to have a
award. Then, the games began.
blow-out night,” Wepking said.
The crowd went wild as mini “I got Valley Imports to give a
basketballs and t-shirts were thrown car away and just tried to get as
into the stands during each timeout. many people to the last game as
Fans scrambled to find their tickets possible.”
as Wepking read off the winning
This year, he got Valley Imports
ticket numbers for bigger prizes, to sponsor a vacation giveaway
which included an iPad2, gift cards for two worth $6,500 as part of a
to iTunes and Buffalo Wild Wings halftime game for fans.
and several new backpacks filled
“We actually started it at the
with Dragon gear.
beginning of the year for football
“Fill the Fieldhouse is kind of and volleyball,” Wepking said.
my baby,” said Wepking, who “We had 15 qualifiers from
proposed to his wife at the event each sport: football, volleyball,
last year. “It’s kind of a special men’s basketball and women’s
event for me.”
basketball, so we had 60 qualifiers,
Last year as a graduate assistant, and I think maybe half of them
Wepking got an idea and ran with it. showed up at the women’s game
FILL THE FIELDHOUSE, PAGE 8
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Campus
alendar

3.1
3.2

3.3

3.4

3.6

3.7

3.1 - 3.7

8 p.m. - Zumba dance Wellness Center
5 p.m. - Dinner and a
movie, “Tapped” - Kise
7 p.m. - Swing dance club
- CMU Ballroom
9 p.m. - Student improv
night - CMU Underground
9 a.m. - Dragon Entertainment Group ski trip
- Andes Tower Hills
11 a.m. - Moarcon convention - CMU
1:45 p.m. - Planetarium
Public show, “The Little
Star that Could” - Bridges
167
7 p.m. - Open mic night CMU Main Lounge
8 p.m. - Harry Potter Grocery Bag Bingo - CMU
Ballroom
8 a.m. - Himalaya Handcraft - CMU Vendor table
8:30 p.m. - Lutheran
Campus Ministry Worship
- CMU Underground

The Advocate is
NOW HIRING
for fall 2012
Open positions:
* Editor
* Assistant Editor
* Features Editor
* A&E Editor
* Sports Editor
* Copy Editor
* Business Manager
For job descriptions,
visit www.
msumadvocate.com.
Applications available
outside The Advocate
office, CMU 110.
Bring applications and
one work sample to
the office.
Email any questions
to Charly Haley at
haleych@mnstate.
edu.
Application
deadline: 3/23

Classifieds

Advocate
The

Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union
Room 110
News Desk and Editor’s Desk: 218-477-2551
Advertising: 218-477-2365
Fax: 218-477-4662
advocate@mnstate.edu or www.msumadvocate.com

The Advocate is published weekly during the
academic year, except during final examination and vacation periods.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor.
They should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address, phone
number, year in school or occupation and any
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110
or emailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu.
The Advocate reserves the right to edit letters
and refuse publication of letters omitting
requested information. It does not guarantee
the publication of any letter.
“I feel like I have to have some sympathy for
anybody whose last name ends in ‘ski’.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication
by Minnesota State University Moorhead
students and is printed by Davon Press, West
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2011, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented
writers, photographers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at noon every
Monday in the mass comm lounge.
Contact the editor for more information or
come to the staff meetings.
Kristi Monson, adviser
Charly Haley, editor
Bryce Haugen, assistant editor
Jessica Fleming, photo editor
Meghan Feir, opinion editor
Andrew Jason, A&E editor
Jasmine Maki, features editor
Danny Determan, sports editor
Tyler Sorensen, online editor
Kaylee Osowski, copy editor
Josh Berggren, copy editor
Adam Hansen, ad manager
Andrew Thomason, business manager
Meghan Feir, distribution manager

Need more space?
1,200 sq. ft, 2 bedroom
LOFT apartment with 16 ft
vaulted ceilings available
NOW! Newly remodeled
and all utilities paid!
Call Windwood Estates
at 701.235.3166 for more
information.
Houses for rent, available June
1:
1238 32 St Cir S., Moorhead.
Nice rambler. 4 bed and 2 bath,
double attached garage, $1,295
1131 32 Ave. S.: Newer rambler
twinhome. 4 bed/3 bath, double
attached garage, $1,395
1508 4th St S.: 1 3/4 story, newly
remodeled, 4 bed/2 bath, $1,395.
Call Jeni 701.367.3290
Female to live/work rent free in
elder-care house 1 block north of
campus
Call 218.227.5652
3 bedroom, 2 bath duplex 3
blocks from campus. 1 stall
detached garage. No pets. Rent
$950. You pay heat and electricity. Available April. Email
harveythroson@gmail.com for
more info.
Pregnant? Free pregnancy testing
and limited ultrasound exams
with registered nurses.
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
or 701.237.6530

Thursday, March 1, 2012

Security Update
Director of Public Safety

MSUM Briefs
Kristjansson-Nelson presents
two films
Professor Kyja KristjanssonNelson, cinema arts and digital
technologies, presented two of
her films at the Wexner Center
for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio, at
7 p.m. Feb. 29. K-Nelson talked
about the role of landscape in
her documentary work with
regard to Icelandic mythology
and Icelandic-American cultural
identity. The screening is part of
the Wexner’s “Field and Screen”
series.

CSA raising money for
classified staff and family
member scholarships
For 28 years, the Council on
Staff Affairs (CSA-made up of
MSUM classified staff members)
has worked to raise scholarship
money for classified staff
members and their families. They
have awarded 284 scholarships
totaling over $106,380 since
1980. This year’s application
deadline is March 16. Please
check the website for scholarship
rules and application forms.
In the next few weeks,
students will be receiving
information from the MSUM
Alumni Foundation about the
annual Campus Campaign. This
campaign gives employees the
opportunity to support scholarship
programs with payroll deduction
contributions.
MSUM faculty teach jazz
improv. for Communiversity
Allen Carter and David Ferreira,
MSUM music faculty, will be
joined by Russ Peterson and Bill
Law for “Jazz Improvisation
201” on, March 20, 6:30 - 9 p.m.
at Speak Easy in Moorhead.
The quartet will discuss jazz
improv as well as perform great
music. The evening also includes
a meal and wine. The cost is $45,
and pre-registration is required
by calling 218.299.3438. Seating
is limited. For more information
on
FM
Communiversity,
visit
the
website,
www.
fmcommuniversity.org. Course
brochures are available at the
library.
CMU renovation forum
The CMU has hired the
architectural firm Workshop
Architects to lead us a pre-design
as a first step in planning a major
renovation to the student union.
The firm had their first of four
visits to campus Feb. 21 to 23 to
meet with a variety of students
and campus stakeholders to better
understand students, the culture
of MSUM and the aspirations
for the future renovation of the
student union. They will be back
for their second visit this week.
All students are invited to
participate in a feedback forum
for staff and faculty on Friday,
March 2 from 11 - 11:45 a.m.,
CMU Main Lounge Table A.
Representatives from Workshop
Architects will be available to
answer any questions students
may have and solicit feedback
to help inform the renovation
planning process.
MSUM briefs from Dragon
Digest and submitted to
advocate@mnstate.edu

Greg Lemke
2.20
Suspicious person reported near
Dahl. Contact was made.

2.22
911 hang-up call in Science Lab.
It was a misdial.

Phone harassment reported,
Moorhead PD responded to take
a report.

Report of fall north of Hagen.

Harassment report taken.
Marijuana odor reported in Dahl.
Three individuals referred to
Campus Judicial.
2.21
Lock on bike attached to tree
near John Neumaier cut.
Emergency alarm set off in
Lommen, no emergency.

Suspicious activity report taken
in Nemzek.
Marijuana odor reported in Dahl,
referred to Campus Judicial.
Welfare check requested in South
Snarr, one individual transferred
to Sanford Health.
2.25
Alcohol offense in South Snarr.
One individual arrested by
Moorhead PD.

To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2675

725 Center Avenue, Suite 7
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-236-6730

Got
Experience?
Get it with CCRI.
Currently hiring Caregivers
Part-time with opportunities to get more hours in the
summer! Comprehensive training.
Great experience and résumé builder for students
majoring in Healthcare, Education, Criminal Justice,
Human Services, undecided majors or anybody with
a desire to help others.
Help people with disabilities in living more independently by:
• Being a positive and encouraging role model
• Helping with everyday basic living skills
• Taking individuals out into the community
• Assisting or performing personal cares.

$10.25/hour plus bonus opportunities and more.
Flexible scheduling.

Learn more or apply at www.CreativeCare.org

EEO/AAE

A&E
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Fargo’s art scene has plenty to offer
BY ANDREW JASON
jasonan@mnstate.edu
PHOTOS BY
GARRETT MATTESON
mattesonga@mnstate.edu

T

he art scene in Fargo has
grown in the last couple of
years. Several studios have been
in the area for decades and new
ones have popped up recently.
Whether you’re an art snob
or you’ve never been to an art
museum, there’s something in
the area for you. Check out these
local art stops and discover some
of your own favorite art galleries.
MSUM Art Gallery
Roland Dille Center for the Arts
MSUM’s own art gallery,
housed in the first floor of the
Center for Arts, features pieces
from students as well as national
artists. The gallery has 12-foot
high ceilings that allow for
suspended art as well as pedestals
and movable walls that permit
flexible layouts of the gallery.

Rourke Art Museum
521 Main Ave
Moorhead
218.236.8861
www.therourke.org

Plains Art Museum
704 1st Avenue N
Fargo, ND 58102
701.232.3821
www.plainsart.org

The Rourke opened in 1960 and is now home to more than 3,000
paintings, prints, drawings and other forms of art. The building in
which the Rourke museum is housed is a work of art on its own. Built
in 1913 by architect Oscar Wenderoth, it was originally the Moorhead
post office. It served many functions throughout its history, including
housing the Plains Art Museum as well as the Rourke before the Plains
Art Museum moved to its current location downtown.
Along with the museum, there’s a also an art gallery located at
423 4th St S., Moorhead. This gallery was orignially built in 1875 as
a three-room cottage and now houses a select number of local artists.

This 56,000-square-foot museum originally opened in 1965 in the
current Rourke building. The museum has grown to include a frame
and wood shop, cafe, print studio, library and an average of 12 special
exhibitions a year. The collection at Plains Art Museum includes over
3,000 works from national and regional artists.

HURT
w/ Jeffro

Thursday, March 1
The Aquarium
QN%PPSTt"HFT

BUDDY GUY

w/ The 4onthefloor, Quinn Sullivan,
Johnson Family Band, Charlie Parr & More!

Saturday, March 3
The Venue @ The Hub
%PPST!/PPOt"HFT

JAY & SILENT BOB

JAVIER COLON

Tuesday, March 6
'BSHP5IFBUSF

Tuesday, March 13
'BSHP5IFBUSF

QN%PPSTt"MM"HFT

QN4IPXt"MM"HFT

MURDER BY DEATH

YELAWOLF

Wednesday, April 4
The Aquarium

Friday, April 6
The Venue @ The Hub

QN%PPSTt"HFT

QN%PPSTt"MM"HFT

LEON RUSSELL

HELLYEAH &
CLUTCH
'SJEBZ "QSJM
The Venue @ The Hub

Live In Person!

w/ TBA

Wednesday, April 11
'BSHP5IFBUSF
QN4IPXt"MM"HFT

8JOOFSPG'PSVNT'BSHP4UBSUPPQFO

w/ Soulcrate Music & Charlie Mizza

QN%PPSTt"MM"HFT

Ecce Art Studio
216 N Broadway
Fargo, ND 58102
701.298.3223
www.ecce216.com

Spirit Room
111 Broadway N  
Fargo, ND 58102
701.237.0230
www.spiritroom.net

Ecce’s (pronounced et-cheh)
industrial, yet historical design
offers a large studio with designer
purses and other handmade
items as well as a full yoga
studio. Owner, Mark Weiler,
brings different art to the gallery
every month so there’s always
something fresh to see. Yoga
classes range from pre-natal
yoga to T’ai chi chih so there’s
something for everybody.

Since 1999, Spirit Room has
provided Fargo with art, yoga,
meditation and anything else
they can fit under their roof.
The art gallery at Spirit Room is
constantly changing in order to
showcase as many local artists as
possible. Along with art and yoga
studios, Spirit Room also houses
the Center for Interfaith Projects.
According to their website, the
Center For Interfaith Projects
strives to promote mutual respect
among members of different
faiths.

03/01

MEGA ZUMBA PARTY

Join the party and learn how to Zumba at this event as part
of National Eating Disorder Awareness (NEDA) Week.
Food will be provided!

8 p.m. at the Wellness Center
BANNER PILOTt4BUVSEBZ .BSDIt"HFT t5IF"RVBSJVN
SARAH VOWELLt4BUVSEBZ "QSJMt"MM"HFTt'BSHP5IFBUSF
GRETCHEN WILSONt'SJEBZ "QSJMt"MM"HFTt5IF7FOVF!5IF)VC
THE INFAMOUS STRINGDUSTERSt8FEOFTEBZ "QSJMt"HFT t'BSHP5IFBUSF
MARTIN ZELLAR & The Hardwayst'SJEBZ "QSJMt"HFT t$BEJMMBD3BODI!5IF)VC
PORTLAND CELLO PROJECTt.POEBZ "QSJMt"HFT t5IF"RVBSJVN
HAIRBALLt'SJEBZ .BZt"HFT t5IF7FOVF!5IF)VC
VINCE NEILt'SJEBZ .BZt"HFT t5IF7FOVF!5IF)VC

Tickets for all shows are available at
(located at 300 Broadway; open
.POEBZ'SJEBZ1. CZQIPOF  POMJOFBU

03/02 Whose Line is it Anyway?
Dragon Entertainment Group is partnering with Friday Nights
to throw a night of Improv and Karaoke! Starbucks is donating
FREE coffee and pastries! Come bring your friends to enjoy a
night of laughter and feel free to participate in the improv at
the end of the night!

9 p.m. - 12 a.m. in the CMU

03/06 Harry Potter Grocery Bag Bingo
03/21 Green Tea: Celtic Rock Band
03/24 The Event: All campus service project
For more information, visit: web.mnstate.edu/entertainment

www.facebook.com/DragonEntertainmentGroup
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Student creates, completes local beer tour
BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu

After a failed romance, one can
easily sink into a spell of sadness
and sluggishness. Not so for
Andrew Thomason — he chose to
drink a lot of beer.
Thomason, a special education
major at MSUM, is the first person
ever to taste all of the beverages at
JL Beers, the beer and burger joint
located in downtown Fargo.
“All the tops, all the bottoms, all
the cans, everything,” bartender
Jason Cossette said.
On a Friday afternoon,
Thomason sat at the end of the
bar, nursing a petite glass of
Lindeman’s Framboise Lambic.
What was left in the bottle before
him was what was left of a sevenweek-long effort.
It was an unusual ending to
such a large, personal mission,
but Thomason rejected any
sentimentality.
He
would’ve
prefered Summit Extra Pale Ale
over the Belgian raspberry fruit
beer in front of him that afternoon,
but a promise is a promise for
Thomason, especially to himself.
Like a few of Thomason’s other
endeavors, the beer tour started in
the wake of a breakup.
“Whenever I break up with a
girl, I always take up a project,” he
said. Past projects have varied from
learning how to knit to acquiring
a conversational knowledge of
German. His most recent goal
came suddenly on a whim.
“I just broke up with a girl, and I
was sitting here and I’m like, ‘I bet
I can drink every beer in here.’ And
so I started it. I didn’t do it for the
glory. I just did it to do it. Just to say
I did it, you know?”
With that firmly decided,
Thomason set off on his beer
tour the day after Christmas, but
not without some semi-strict
guidelines.
“I had a couple rules,” he said
and began to count his fingers.
“Every beer I had to drink in here.
I had to do a hopper, which is 96
ounces — I had to do one of those
by myself. I had to do a growler (64
ounces) by myself. I had to do all
the beer cocktails.”
Then there was the minor matter
of tap beers. While a certain
number of JL Beers’ taps always
carry the regular domestics, others
are subject to seasonal rotations,
making Thomason’s ideal goal
impractical if not unreachable. This
required a creative workaround.
“So what I did was assign each
tap a number, and I went down tap
one, tap two, tap three,” all the way
to tap 32: old reliable 1919 Root
Beer.
When Thomason first mapped out
his objective, he resigned himself
to drinking every beverage the bar
displayed, including the soft drinks.
As he neared the end point, the few
cans of sugary soda proved to be the
most difficult hitch in the journey.
“The problem is, I don’t drink
much pop,” he said. “A couple
times I did break down and have
a beer that I wanted, ’cause it’d be
like after a long day. I’d be stuck
for about a week on pops. You feel
like an idiot when you walk in at 11
o’clock at night and say, ‘Can I get
a Diet Mountain Dew?’ People will
look at you.”
Thomason poured the rest of
his bottle into his glass that Friday
afternoon as the conversation
subsided. The bar was well over
capacity and the wait staff was
buzzing behind the counter. He

caught one of them.
“What do you know, Vic?”
Like
friendly
colleagues,
they launched into easy small
talk. Vic mentioned he started
exercising regularly and jogging
in the unseasonably mild February
weather.
“You gotta train up for the Fargo
half (marathon). It’s only like three
months away,” Thomason said.
“Oh yeah,” Vic said. “I’ve only
had three knee surgeries on my left
knee.”
The exchange lasted a minute or
two before Vic’s obligations pulled
him to nearby group of customers.
Thomason cradled his glass.
“The cool part about a bar is
the sense of community,” he said.
“People who do yoga believe that
you can’t eat at any restaurant
unless they’ll go to your funeral.
You can’t have food cooked by
anyone who doesn’t love you. I like
to think that some of the bartenders,
if they knew I died, they would
attend my funeral, you know,
’cause I’m a good regular customer
and everything — a friend.”
Thomason finished his 116th

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Andrew Thomason completed JL Beers World Beer Tour, drinking every beer available, in just under 2 months.

unique drink.
“Yeah, that’s it,” he said.
There was no fanfare,

no

streamers, no award. Only an honest
high-five from Vic. As Thomason
promised, he did it to do it.

“I think, from now on, I’m only
gonna drink hard cider,” he said.
“Give beer a rest.”

What are your plans? Think Summer
Session! Meet with your advisor to
plan your schedule today.
▸ More than 270 classes available in day,
evening and online options.
▸ Three-, four-, five-, six- and eight-week
sessions.
▸ Classes fill up fast—register early.
Financial aid is available for summer.
Contact the Financial Aid Office for details.
Affordable summer housing options are
available.

Registration starts March 5.

www.mnstate.edu/

summer

Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal opportunity educator and employer
and is a member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System.
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Passion Twist offers self-serve yogurt, boba tea
LAURELLEE LOFTSGARD
loftsgla@mnstate.edu

If you walk just a little further
past Forever 21, right in front
of the northeast entrance of the
West Acres mall, you’ll see a
new snack bar.
It’s called Passion Twist
and provides self-serve frozen
yogurt and boba tea.

What is boba tea you ask?
Good question!
It’s another name for “bubble
tea” which is a tea-based drink
mixed with fruit, fruit syrup
and milk.
Some people call it “milk
tea.” With all of the different
names, it can be confusing, but
it is new, interesting and quite
tasty.

The frozen yogurt portion is
similar to the trendy Tutti Frutti
that has made a niche for itself
in the area.
There’s all the flavors you
can think, or maybe not think
of.
There is cake batter, juicy

pear,
strawberry,
vanilla,
cheesecake and root beer float,
just to name a few.
And on to the toppings, one
of the best parts.
They range from caramel and
chocolate toppings to candy
pieces and bits of fruit, but
there’s a couple things that are
new and exciting.
One of the things that many
may not have seen before are
“boppa pops.”
It’s a little ball with some
kind of casing filled with an
almost fruit flavored syrup. It
makes the little kid inside of
you come out and play with the
balls to see if they bounce or
break.
Flavors
include
mango
and strawberry. Both fun and

delicious.
Enough about the fun, little
juice balls that pop in your
mouth; this little stop has even
more to offer.
They opened at a good time
with the rising frozen yogurt
trend, but they also offer
slushies, smoothies, coffee and
the boba (milk) tea.
The location may dissuade
customers since it’s on an end
of the mall where no other
food venues are located, but
hey, maybe it could help them,
being the only food stop by
the ever-trendy clothing store,
Forever 21.
Overall, I think it’s fun,
innovative and delicious. It’s
hard to go wrong when you can
make it yourself.

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Passion Twist is a new addition to the West Acres Mall, located close to the aquarium by Sears.

Social media useful, yet distracting
• Students use

sites for school,
work and staying
in touch with
friends and family
CASSIE COWLER-AMOSS
cowleramca@mnstate.edu

With technology moving fast,
so are MSUM students, either
updating Facebook statuses or
Tweeting on Twitter.
“It’s cheap to use. I used
Facebook to keep in touch with
friends and family in Iraq while
I’m here in the U.S.,” said
Burhmn Ibrahim, a senior mass
communications major.
According to a June 2010
Nielsen research media study,
there are over 203 million
Americans who use social
media and over 116 million are
on Facebook.
While the Nielsen study
provides a detailed perspective
on social media use, such use
can produce both positive and
negative consequences.
According to the study,
almost 25 percent of students’
time on the Internet is spent
on social-networking websites.
Facebook is the most used,
followed by YouTube and
Twitter. Facebook alone reports
that it now has 500 millon
active users worldwide — 50
percent of whom log-on every
day.
Students are using these
social-networking sites in all
aspects of their lives.
“I use Facebook and Twitter
for both business and personal
reasons,” said Billy McDonald,
a senior marketing and public

relations major said.
McDonald,
who
works
for
Dragon
Entertainment
Group and Dragon Athletics,
said he spends 25-30 hours a
week updating both Facebook
and Twitter accounts for the
university.
As student use of social media
sites continues to increase,
the sites are also becoming
increasingly distracting as they
create modes of procrastination
for students trying to complete
homework.
A study released by Ohio
State University reveals that
college students who utilize
Facebook spend less time
studying and typically have
lower grades than students who
do not use popular social media
sites.
According to a study by
Online Ph.D., students spend

roughly 100 minutes per day on
Facebook. In 2007, the number
of students who used Facebook
was already enormous: 92
percent. By 2008, 99 percent
of students had an account
on Facebook. That is a large
amount considering the service
was only opened to the public
in 2006.
According to Nielsen, the
average person spends 7
hours and 45 minutes month
wondering though endless status
updates, leaving comments
on new media from friends
and playing social games like
Zynga’s Farmville.
“I had to deactivate my
account to limit distraction
and mainly trying to keep
my personal life private,”
said Bijay Lama, senior
graphic communication and
photography major.

Visit www.gliks.com to
find your nearest location

29,
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Advocate Editorial Board

A tough time for
expansion
MSUM announced Monday

Opinion

’90s nostalgia is not all that

that it will not continue to
pursue Division I hockey
teams, due to a lack of suitable
funding.
Although
are

many

people

disappointed,

understandable

it

why

is
the

school could not accumulate
proper funding for a program.
Through

the

economic

climate has improved in the
last few years, it’s still tough.
Many businesses are still
afflicted, struggling to even
stay afloat, much less expand,
as MSUM planned to do with
hockey.
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BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu

About the time my class
reached our senior year of high
school, a curious conversation
subject surfaced in our day-today discussions.
“Remember old Nickelodeon?
Remember pogs? Remember the
’90s and stuff like that?”
With misty eyes, all of
Generation Y would sigh, “Yeah,
childhood was cool. Life was so

much better back in the day. Like,
what happened?”
Well, you grew up. Or at least
part of you did. Cognitively, you
may be stillborn.
Unless you spent most of
your youth as a monochrome
photo printed on milk cartons,
you likely carry fond memories
from your upbringing. And that’s
great — most people do. But
when nostalgia clouds reality
and elevates one generation’s
formative years above all others,
well, that’s just really crazy.
No one chooses what decade
they’re born into. Yet many of
us openly award the ’90s with
the
those-were-the-days-andeverything-sucks-now
prize.
Why? Because we had Beanie
Babies,
Tamagotchis
and
“Legends of the Hidden Temple?”
Children aren’t connoisseurs of
fine culture. They digest popular
trends and television programs

without discretion and will always
be subject to what’s current.
Games, toys and cartoons
didn’t nosedive once we grew out
of them. The cruel reality is, when
things get canceled, discontinued
or irrelevant, we replace them —
sometimes with better things.
Did our older schoolmates
sneer at us for not appreciating
Fraggle Rock or Punky Brewster?
If we can’t grapple with inevitable
Facebook groups like “I grew up
with Wizards of Waverly Place,”
we’ll be crotchety well before we
reach middle age.
This isn’t the culmination of
a lifelong personal war against
reminiscing. To be honest, I’ve
always found myself inclined
toward needless sentimentality.
As someone infatuated with 20th
century pop culture, I regularly
wrestle with nostalgia for times I
never experienced.
My favorite decade is the

1980s. The movies, the fashions,
the new wave music — I often
dream of living there. It all seems
like totally trippendicular, you
know? But my impression of
the decade might as well be an
extended John Hughes movie
with perms and Rubik’s Cubes.
Scratch AIDS, war and famine
out of my invented history; we
need room for Pac-Man.
Look, it’s natural to romanticize
childhood, but let’s not waste
our remaining vigor recalling
the near past. Make worthwhile
memories now. When we’re old
— and I don’t mean 35 — we
should realize life wasn’t better
back then. For a moment, you
were simply a child with no
responsibilities, like everyone
else before and after you.
To read more from this writer,
view him blog at
tylersorensen.blogspot.com

The Advocate itself has
faced financial difficulties,
which is why we’ve downsized
our paper this semester and
have recently switched to all
black and white printing.
$37 million is a lot to
fundraise, and not being able
to raise that amount of money
is a reasonable circumstance
that MSUM’s administration
should not be ashamed of.
We know that MSUM must

Letter to the editor: In response to the university’s flag raising
Everyone in this region sympathizes with those devastated by the tragedy involving the four NDSU students. However, the decision of
MSUM officials to lower the flags on the campus mall is an inappropriate way to express condolences because the strength of the deeply
rooted symbolism is worthless when the symbol is misappropriated. If administrators wish to extend sympathies on behalf of this community
they must represent the campus in a way that is meaningful. Demeaning the flag of the United States will offend more people than it will
console, and lowering it out of context offers no more support than a placebo. The only thing that is strengthened by this irresponsible gesture
is ignorance. Why is this institution of higher education promoting ignorance?
-Jimmy P. Powell
MSUM student

Facebook letters provide explanation for disgust

move forward in expanding
what it offers to students, but it
seems hockey is unfortunately
just not a viable option right
now.
Now it’s time for the
school to raise money for
academics and scholarships
so that programs will not
be closed or downsized and
higher education can be more
affordable.

The opinions expressed
in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the
college
administration, faculty or
student body.
The Advocate encourages
letters to the
editor and any submissions.
They should be typed and
must include the writer’s
name, signature, address,
phone number, year in
school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters
are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The
Advocate office
or emailed to advocate@
mnstate.edu.

BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu

In an ideal world, Facebook and
Twitter would be for connecting
and sharing with the people you
want to stay in touch with your
entire time spent on earth (and
on the Internet). Unfortunately,
since humans are still humans, a
good concept has once again been
turned into something partially
horrible.
Before you post a snarky retort
to one of your old classmates,
think about it. Really, think
about it. And, before you send
a message of hate to someone
you don’t even know, use your
noggin, noodle or whatever else
brains are called these days. Even
online, posts reflect who you are
as a person — surprise, surprise.
The Golden Rule should be
enforced, even on the Internet.
“Post unto others as you would
have them post unto you,” should

be our motto amidst the slew of
prissy private messaging.
People are saying things
they’d never have the guts to
tell others in person. They won’t
invest the energy into telling you,
personally, what’s wrong in their
lives or what problem they have
with you as easily as they let
their fingers tell their “followers”
or “friends” online. Passive
Aggressiveness has taken over
social media accounts.
Many
decide
to
post
dramatically-charged
statuses
that make others’ minds want to
implode from annoyance. The
people who actually read those
statuses will probably roll their
eyes while they comment to the
nearest being in their vicinity how
dramatic and pitiful the poster is.
For your convenience, if you
really need to let someone know
how you feel about their Facebook
statuses and tweets and you
don’t have the heart to the block
updates from them littering your
newsfeed, I’ve included letters
you may give to anyone who fits
in one or more of these categories.
I’m not guaranteeing a reform.
In fact, it’s a better bet they’ll
“unfriend” you. Also, I hold no
responsibility if you actually do
send these to someone.
Dear Fatigued Tapeworm,
Believe it or not, we don’t
need to know every time you’re
hungry or tired. Though they’re
universal needs, it doesn’t give
you an excuse to announce

publicly every three hours that
you, out of more than 60 percent
of the world. Are. Hungry. Unless
you are imprisoned in a dark cave
with a wall of rocks blocking your
only exit, and it just so happens
you have your laptop with you
and an excellent WiFi connection,
please, leave your “I’m tired,”
and “I’m so hungry” statuses in
the black hole of your mind. I’m
not going to bring you any food.
Sincerely,
(Insert your name here)
Dear T.M.I.,
Every
heartbreak,
every
triumph, what you ate, where you
went, inside jokes that are inside
for you, not me, therefore making
them dull; I know everything
about your whereabouts and
life through your statuses. I
know every time your boyfriend
comes home to you and your
child because there are constant
notifications on my homepage. I
know when he’s leaving. I know
when he’s coming back home. I
know you had a bad breakup a
week ago. I know when you got
back together. I know you’re sick
of changing your child’s poopy
diapers. Do I sound like a stalker?
It’s because you made me that
way.
Sincerely,
(Insert your name here)
Dear Quote Hoarder,
You have more quotes on your
Facebook wall than an actual
book of quotes. Don’t get me

wrong. I love quotes, but you’re
abusing others’ words. You never
say anything original. Even the
things you do author on Twitter
or Facebook are recycled pieces
of cynicism and anger from
previous thoughts.
“It’s funny how you think
you actually mean something
to someone, and they just turn
around and prove you wrong,”
is the typical kind of quote you’d
find and spread like germs by
unknown quote masters via
your Google search bar under
“heartbreak quotes.” I’m having
a hard time distinguishing if you
did just lose a friend or go through
a breakup because you’ve had the
same type of statuses for the past
five years.
The empathy I had for you
wore off 493 tweets prior to this
latest 0one.
Sincerely,
(Insert your name here)
Though many of us have fallen
prey to writing posts like these,
don’t give up hope. There is
always time for reform. We all
have melodramatic moments now
and then, but please, think before
you post.
Don’t expose too much of
yourself. You never know who’s
reading your posts religiously.
It may be your best friend. It
may also be your boss, and they
probably won’t be too impressed
if you write suicidal statuses on a
weekly basis.

News
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Student IT simplifies wireless
collects access on campus
books
at Weld

“I think it’s unfortunate.
I know how big hockey is
around here.”

BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

-Cody Meyer

“I’m kind of disappointed. It’s
always cool to have a hockey team
for your school, and it would’ve
been another sport to go to.”

BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu

-Robert Biglow

Students respond to hockey decision
“I think it would have been
really exciting to have a
hockey program. ... It would
have been really fun.”

-Sam Brown

“I’ve never watched a hockey
game in my life. I mean, it would
have been cool, but I don’t really
care.”
-Meg Kanne

LIBRARY, FROM FRONT
just going to be able to walk in the
front door and everything’s right
there,” Goodman said.
To add to student convenience,
an additional entrance will be
built on the north side in close
proximity to the CMU, Goodman
said.
The renovation project will also
include upgrading the heating and
cooling equipment, the lighting,
the carpet and much more.
“It’s
definitely
needed,”
said student-worker Brittney
Berthiaume, a junior majoring
in graphic design. “It’s really
exciting because it’s really upto-date and it’ll be easier for
students.”

Less space, more noise

The project will be done in
phases, so half of the library
will be available to students
throughout the entire renovation
process.

Phase one will begin after
commencement in May and
include remodeling the east end
of the building.
“We’re going to keep all of the
major services open,” Goodman
said, “so you will still be able
to check out books. You’ll still
be able to use some computers.
And you’ll still be able to get help
from a reference librarian.”
Although students will be able
to use all the resources in the
library, they may need to find a
quieter place to study. Books and
periodicals will be temporarily
relocated to the west end of the
building while the east end is
being remodeled.
“It’s just less space to work with
during the project and probably
some more noise,” Goodman
said. “It’s going to be hard to
know how quiet it’s going to be
when they are doing construction
on the other half of the building.”
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One MSUM student is
spreading her love of books to a
Moorhead school.
“I think it’s important for
students to have access to reading
materials, said Kaitlyn Stewart,
an English education junior.
This week and next, Stewart is
independently collecting books at
two Weld drop boxes for the Red
River Area Learning Center’s
library.
The learning center is an
alternative K-12 school in
Moorhead for students looking to
further their education.
“I think this book drive is a great
opportunity for college students
from MSUM to do something
nice for younger students in the
area,” Stewart said.

Students may notice something
different when searching for a
wireless signal on campus.
MSUM Information Technology
recently eliminated the need for
Cisco VPN Client software when
logging in to the on-campus
wireless Internet, “msum-wireless.”
Now, students access the network
using their DragonNet username
and password.
“It’s just to simplify and make
things a little easier for everyone,”
said Sam Groff, IT director of
infrastructure.
VPN Client is not going away
completely; it is still necessary for
home access to the campus server,
MHDMAC. Groff also said some

‘Ladies’ brings
laughs to MSUM

Managing the project

Remodeling is part of a larger
project that began two years
ago, when all the windows were
replaced and some minor work
was done on the exterior. Another
part was completed this summer
with the remodeling of a classroom
and the first floor bathrooms.
“We’ve had three different
contractors come in and do some
work on various parts of the
project already,” said Brenda
Norris, senior project manager for
CPMI, “but the big piece will be
going up for bid this spring and the
bids will be due probably in May.”
Norris is in charge of
managing the project and each
of the companies including the
architecture firm BKV Group.
“We oversee the project for the
campus,” Norris said. “We’re the
eyes and ears for them and help
them manage the contract.”
The project completion is
scheduled for May 2013.
Students can keep up-to-date
on the remodeling project by
following the library on Twitter
or “liking” their Facebook page.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MELYNDA HEYING
heyingme@mnstate.edu

The MSUM theater department
left its audience in stitches with
“Leading Ladies” last week.
The play, written by Ken Ludwig,
is based on the lives of Leo Clark,
played by Ivan Olson, and Jack
Gable, played by Matthew Englund,
two English Shakespearian stage
actors who found themselves down
on their luck.
In one final attempt to get back on
their feet, they follow a newspaper
advertisement by an old, dying
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Watch in wonder.


James Sewell Ballet with the Arsenal Trio
“…different and unpredictable, this is the company to see.”
–The New York Times

▸ March 3, 7:30 p.m., Hansen Theatre
▸ MSUM students get in free with ID!
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specialized programs on campus
still use VPN, such as computer
science and information systems
students.
“We’re just backing off using
(VPN) for Internet access,” Groff
said.
Part of the motivation for this
change is the dramatic increase in
on-campus wireless Internet use
during the past year. Groff attributes
this to the increased prominence
of wireless devices, such as
smartphones, tablets and laptops.
In addition to making wireless
easier to access, Groff said IT
is working to improve wireless
coverage on campus.
“The usage has gone up
dramatically, so we’ve taken steps
to up our access,” he said.

Powerful performances right here.

lady in York, Penn., in search of
her nephews, to whom she wants
to leave her large fortune. But when
they arrive, they find out that Max
and Steve aren’t nephews, but
nieces, Maxine and Stephanie.
Most of the actors in the
performance have been in MSUM
shows before, but this one was a
change from what they were used
to.
“This is the most demanding
role I’ve ever had and the costume
changes and the switching of
characters make it a wonderful
challenge for the actor,” Olson said.
Englund said that learning a new
accent was most difficult.
“We had to do dialect work
and we did RP, or the Received
Pronunciation. It’s British, and I
had never done a British accent,” he
said. “It took a lot of work.”
While this production included
several veteran actors, it also
brought in some new faces.
Katie Kendrick, a freshman
theater major and the play’s stage
manager, said it was great to see the
play come together after so much
work.
“It’s cool to see how (the
production) blooms,” she said.
The hard work, by crew and
cast alike, appeared to pay off as
audience members rarely went
without laughing and applauding at
the antics on stage.
“There were a lot of hidden
messages in the script that wouldn’t
have been funny unless the actors
knew what the meaning behind
them was,” said Seth Rausch, a
freshman in the audience. “It was
an amazing experience to share with
the actors.”
The theater department returns to
the stage April 18 – 21 with Anton
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters.”
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Dragons push toward playoffs
BY COLLIN BOYLES
boylesco@mnstate.edu

The Dragon men and women
looked to raise their playoff
positioning and even win a
conference championship when
they took the court Friday night.
But bad luck and momentum
carried into Saturday’s games
as the men lost a second
straight game to solidify their
place in the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate
Conference
playoff tournament.
Women’s
coach
Karla
Nelson was faced with a
tough challenge in the final
weekend. Not only would her
team face the top two teams
in the conference, the Dragons
faced two teams in the top 25
of the country. The Augustana
Vikings, ranked No. 25 in the
Division II USA Today/ESPN
Coaches Poll, traveled from
Sioux Falls, S.D.
and the
Wayne State Wildcats, No. 3 in
the country, traveled more than
350 miles from Wayne, Neb.
Offensive production, or lack
thereof, led to a low scoring
first half.
“I thought both teams looked
tired,” coach Karla Nelson
said. “I’m not sure why. Had we
played better, this was probably
the night to get them.”
The women led by seven with
just over 10 minutes to play in
the first, but this would be the
biggest lead of the night. A
16-6 run from the Vikings gave
them the lead.
The Dragons opened the
second half strong, but again
could not take control. Another
big run, 16-3, from the Vikings
gave them a 10 point lead they
would never lose. The game
ended 67-57.
“Now we have the aggression
built up,” sophomore forward
Megan Strese said. “We’ll just
have to take it to (Wayne State).

We can’t have the defensive
breakdowns we had tonight.”
The aggression did in fact
come out early when the
Dragons took on the Wildcats.
Three-pointers
and
tough
defense led to MSUM holding
a solid lead in the first half.
Angie Jetvig dished the ball
to Haley Thomforde for a
3-pointer to give the home team
a 23-9 lead with just over seven
minutes to play in the first half.
Slowly WSC chipped away at
that lead and with 11 minutes
left in the game, they took
their first lead of the night.
The two teams traded baskets
throughout the remainder of the
game. The Dragons shot 14-of18 from the free-throw line but
missed a 3-pointer late in the
game. Converted free-throws
from the Wildcats forced the
Dragons to shoot from behind
the arc with no luck. The
visiting team would hold their
No. 3 ranking by defeating the
Dragons, 77-73.
“Within our league, it is
all timing. When do you play
somebody? How are you
playing somebody? And how
are they playing?” said coach
Nelson on the competition of
the NSIC.

Men slip before playoffs

While the Dragons women
traveled to Augustana for the
first round of playoffs, the
Dragons men hosted Augustana
on Wednesday, when postseason
action tipped off. This scenario
was one that seemed unlikely
as the Dragons, the No. 4 seed
in the tournament, were tied
for second in the conference
coming into last weekend’s
games. MSUM had previously
only lost one game at home, to
the No. 13 ranked Winona State
Warriors, before falling to both
Augustana and Wayne State.
Augustana came to Nemzek

last weekend looking to move
as high as No. 5 in the final
NSIC standings. Action favored
the Dragons early as Charlie
Chapman twice gave them a
four point lead off 3-pointers.
The Vikings were able to hold
the Dragons to 10 points in the
final 12 minutes of first half
action compared to their 30.
“For whatever reason we
seemed out-of-sorts and we
couldn’t get back in a groove,”
coach Chad Walthall said. “It
was one of those things that
snowballed on us and got out of
hand.”
Augie made almost every
shot that went up. They built
a game-high lead of 26 points
with eight minutes to play in
the game. The Dragons made
mostly 3-pointers the rest of the
way but they weren’t enough to
dig them out of the 26-point
hole.
“They came out with a lot of
firepower and made some shots
in the first half,” said Chapman.
“We had our chances in the
second half, but they stayed
hot, and we weren’t locking
down on defense. We weren’t
hitting shots that we normally
do, and it got away from us.”
Fifteen turnovers plagued
MSUM in the first half alone
in Saturday’s game. The high
turnover margin led to 19
points off of turnovers for
Wayne State and a 31-16 lead
going into halftime.
The Dragons sloppy play
carried over into the second
half as turnovers again allowed
the Wildcats to hold their solid
lead. An 18-4 run brought the
Dragons deficit down to below
10 with five minutes to play.
Back-and-forth scoring denied
MSUM from getting back into
the game as the Wildcats earned
a playoff spot of their own with
the 64-50 win.

MELISSA STEPHAN • stephanme@mnstate.edu

Junior forward Alex Novak, No. 40, throws down a dunk against Wayne State
University on Saturday night.

A series of workshops and events to help you find your path to the future.
Learn how to
explore careers
Develop decisionmaking strategies

Create a career plan

Plan for your future

Win an iPad and other
great prizes! Game on!
For session details, like us on facebook.com/msumcdc

“Pick-and-Roll”
Meghan’s Guess

In Judo: if you’re about to do a move where you must roll, you can safely
pick your nose in the process without anyone realizing it.

Actual Definition

In Basketball: an offensive play in which a player sets a screen for a teammate
handling the ball and then slips behind the defender to accept a pass.

Minnesota State University Moorhead

Explore your values,
skills & interests

Meghan Feir’s Random Sports
Term of the Week

Career Development Center
Flora Frick 151 • Ph: 218.477.2131
careers@mnstate.edu
www.mnstate.edu/career
facebook.com/msumcdc
Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal
opportunity educator and employer and is a member of
the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system.

FILL THE FIELDHOUSE,
FROM FRONT
The
qualifiers next item.”
didn’t know what to
The last item was headphones,
expect, but were told and Tim Harris from Winona was
to bring a bag packed the only one that had headphones
with everything they in his bag, so he won.
would need for all
“Turns out he is actually
five of the vacation women’s basketball player Kasey
destinations, which Charrette’s boyfriend,” Wepking
included Las Vegas, said. “So he comes to all of the
Orlando, New York, games to watch her play and got
Alaska and Jamaica.
qualified one halftime and ended
During the semi- up winning it all.”
final halftime game,
Harris chose the trip to Jamaica,
the 30 qualifiers were and plans to take his girlfriend
split into groups. Each Charrette.
group had to stack
“I’m very excited,” Harris
their bags as high as said. “I’ve never been out of the
they could and balance country before, so it’ll be nice
it for 30 seconds. The to get away and go somewhere
winning team went on warm.”
to the finals, which
Harris and Charrette plan on
took place during taking the trip during the first
halftime of the men’s week of summer, so they have
basketball game.
time to get their passports.
“I would list an item
“It takes a lot of people to put
and if they didn’t have on a production like that and
that item in their bag we got a lot of help from our
or were the slowest sponsors,” Wepking said.
to grab it, they were
Although both teams lost their
eliminated,” Wepking games, Wepking said the event
said. “We asked them was still a success.
if they had a camera,
“I hope it continues to be
sunglasses, a coat something that the students
or sweatshirt. We look forward to all year long,”
actually had a tie so Wepking said, “and we’ll do our
we had to go to the best to make it worth their while.”

