Minnesota State University Moorhead

RED: a Repository of Digital Collections
The Advocate

Student Newspapers

12-3-2009

The Advocate, December 3, 2009
Minnesota State University Moorhead

Follow this and additional works at: https://red.mnstate.edu/advocate

Researchers wishing to request an accessible version of this PDF may complete this form.
Recommended Citation
Minnesota State University Moorhead, "The Advocate, December 3, 2009" (2009). The Advocate. 216.
https://red.mnstate.edu/advocate/216

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Newspapers at RED: a Repository of Digital
Collections. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Advocate by an authorized administrator of RED: a Repository
of Digital Collections. For more information, please contact RED@mnstate.edu.

Musical Q&A

Saga success

Support system

Student singer
discusses musical
passion

New Moon breaks
records and creates
frenzy

New student organization aims to
support athletics

FEATURES, PAGE 3

A&E, PAGE 6

SPORTS, PAGE 8

Advocate
The

www.mnstate.edu/advocate

Thursday

12.03.09
Vol. 39 No. 14

An award-winning newspaper published weekly for the Minnesota State University Moorhead community

Dragon radio resounds Student makes

heroic river rescue
BY megan Nitschke
Editor

lauren taute / /the advocate

Freshman Kyle Jakubowski hosts “From the Underground” on Dragon Radio Tuesdays from 2 to
3 p.m.
by andrew jason
Staff Writer

Whenever someone walks
through the CMU, the Dragon
Channel 1500 AM is gently
playing in the background.
1500 AM is better known as
Dragon Radio. Despite the
fact that most students hear
Dragon Radio on a daily
basis, few know exactly what
it does.
According to their Web site,
Dragon Radio is a student-run
organization that broadcasts

music, campus news and local nity,” said Ryan Peterson, stanews.
tion manager and Industrial
The station isn’t just for col- distribution major.
lege students. A wide range
Dragon Radio’s frequency
of listeners is guaranteed by is 1500 AM. It can also be
offering many different types listened to online at www.
of shows and genres of music. mnstate.edu/kmsc or on the
The different genres includ- Dragon Channel in the resied in their selection are pop, dential halls.
rock, folk, techno, jazz, hipHaving your own show is a
hop, classic and ethnic music. fun way to meet new people,
“Basically we market it to get your favorite type of music
anyone who wants to listen. on the air and to gain invaluWe opened it up to all of able experience for broadcast
the Fargo-Moorhead commu- radio, back page

When MSUM freshman
Josie Green began her run on
the bike path of River Front
Park, she didn’t expect what
was about to come.
Within minutes of her run,
Green heard men yelling, so
she slowed down to find out
what was happening. To her
dismay, the ruckus was caused
due to fear for someone’s life.
“I saw two guys standing
by the shore, but then I looked
in the water and there was a
guy floating,” Green said.
The 29-year-old Moorhead
man had been on the train
tracks above the Red River
when he accidentally fell in.
The victim was accompanied
by a friend and his brother,
according to reports.
When Green approached
the scene, she was asked by
the brother and friend to borrow her cell phone.
Both men had said they
didn’t know how to swim and
neither did the victim.
From the looks of him and
his position in the water, she
knew he was in desperate
need of help.
“When I got to him, I
couldn’t even see his head,”
Green said. “From shore I saw
he was blue.”
When she entered the river,
the cold temperature hit her.
“I didn’t realize how cold the
water was,” she said. “I went
into shock.”
Once she was able to get a
hold of him, she pulled him to
shore where she could touch.
The other men helped by
grabbing him and keeping his

head above the water.
By the time they pulled
him to shore, the ambulance
was on its way. The victim,
who has been identified as
Lucas James Littleghost, was
immediately transported to
MeritCare Hospital.
Green’s unique experiences
put her in a position she never
expected to encounter.
“It was weird because you
knew he was dying so I figured I had to do something,”
Green said. “I wasn’t going to
just sit there and watch.”
This incident can easily be
identified as a heroic act. It
brought out a courageous side
of Green, but for her, she was
just in the right place at the
right time.
“(Hero) still seems like a
super strong word,” Green
said. “I think anybody
would’ve done something,
since the situation needed
something to happen.”
Green said that it still hasn’t
hit her that she saved a life,
because “it was something I
felt I didn’t put my life in
extreme danger for, I was
smart about it.”
On Nov. 28, it was reported
that Littleghost died Tuesday
evening at Fargo’s MeritCare
Hospital.
Moorhead Police Lt. Tory
Jacobson said Friday that the
death of Littleghost doesn’t
reduce the courage of Green’s
actions.
“She gave this guy one more
chance,” Jacobson said.
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu

Staff affairs social to raise money for scholarships
by kelsey roseth
Staff Writer

To most students on MSUM’s
campus, study day means a
chance to cram in last-minute homework and studying
before finals. While students
have fits of panic, MSUM’s faculty and staff will be enjoying
the atmosphere of the Council
of Staff Affair’s holiday social.
The social, which will take
place in the Center of the Arts
gallery, is on Dec. 9 from 9 to 11
a.m. Faculty and staff will have
the opportunity to indulge in
refreshments such as cookies,

coffee and holiday breads.
They can also participate in
a silent auction, or perhaps be
the lucky winner of raffle items
which include clothing, jewelry, home accessories and even
items handcrafted by MSUM
staff.
The holiday social is the
CSA’s largest fundraising
event of the year. The CSA,
which consists of 12 classified
staff members and a representative from the administrative
affairs office, is responsible
for raising money for scholarships that are given to staff and

their dependents.
Peggy Morken, the president of the CSA, said: “Since
its inception in 1980, the CSA
has awarded 265 scholarships
totaling $95,880. In 2009, we
awarded 15 scholarships totaling $6,100.”
In the past, fundraising
events such as a spring social,
ice cream social and fall fashion show have raised thousands of dollars for staff and
their dependents seeking
degrees at MSUM. The fashion
show was especially popular
as staff donned the CSA’s for-

sale apparel and modeled it for
the crowd.
Fundraising is only half of
the CSA’s mission. Morken
said the CSA is also responsible for “promoting a sense
of community among campus
employees with social events
and news updates.”
On the CSA Web site, a “Staff
News” section tells faculty
and staff updates in MSUM
employment. For example,
they inform the MSUM community when staff are hired,
retired, transferred or classified. A New Staff Welcoming

Committee was established to
make new staff feel “at home.”
A committee member will pay
a visit to each new MSUM
staff member, take their photo,
and do a short interview with
them.
The holiday social’s raffle tickets are available only
during the social, not in
advance. They are either $1
each or $5 for 6. Additional
information on the CSA can be
found at www.mnstate.edu/
csa/.
Roseth can be reached
at rosethke@mnstate.edu
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RA applications

Do you want a great opportunity to be a strong student
leader? Apply to be an RA for
the 2010-2011 school year.
Come to the RA information
session Jan. 13 in the CMU
Ballroom at 7 p.m. to learn
more and gain helpful tips.
Want to apply? Here’s
how: Applications are available online at http://www.
mnstate.edu/housing/
employment.cfm or at your
residence hall front desk.
We hope to see you at one of
the information sessions!

Best Buy wrapping

Organizations have the
opportunity to wrap gifts at
Best Buy to earn money.
The dates still available are
Dec. 6, 13, 19 and 20. On
Saturdays, the wrapping will
go from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and from noon to 5 p.m. on
Sundays.
All the materials are provided and participating organizations keep 100 percent of the

Advocate meetings
4 p.m. Mondays in
CMU 110

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to its weekly meetings in The
Advocate office. Pick up an
application today and apply
to be a sports writer, staff
writer, cartoonist or photographer. Photographers meetings
are at 4:30 p.m.

Advocate
The

Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union
Room 110
News Desk and Editor’s Desk: 218-477-2551
Advertising: 218-477-2365
Fax: 218-477-4662
advocate@mnstate.edu or www.mnstate.edu/advocate

money collected for the service. It’s recommend to have
about five people for wrapping at a time, and organizations are welcome to bring
as many participants as they
see fit.
Contact Chris Braddock
for more information or to
reserve a date at christopher.
braddock2@bestbuy.com or
701.277.1250 (ask to leave a
message if Chris is unavailable.)

Art sale

Are you still looking for
great holiday presents for your
friends and family? MSUM’s
Works on Paper Guild will be
having an art sale today from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the CMU
main lounge.
This is the perfect time to
do your holiday shopping and
support your fellow student
artists. Drawings, paintings
and printmaking prints will
be for sale.

Loan information for
graduating students

Graduating Fall 2009? Need
information on what happens
to all the loans you took out?
Attend any one of these exit
loan counseling sessions and
get your questions answered:
•Tuesday, Dec. 8, 9 a.m. in
MaClean 268
•Wednesday, Dec. 9, 10 a.m.

“Thank God—if you believe in him.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by Minnesota
State University Moorhead students and is printed by Davon
Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2009, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photographers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 4
p.m. every Monday in CMU 110.
Contact the editor for more information or come to the
staff meetings.
Kristi Monson Adviser
Megan Nitschke Editor
Michael Smith Assistant Editor
Kimberly Ehrlich Opinion Editor
Leslie Wood Features Editor
Anna George Arts and Entertainment Editor
Tim Stulken Sports Editor
Lauren Taute Photo Editor
Holly Lavecchia Copy Editor
Erica Anderson Copy Editor
Taaren Haak Copy Editor
Sara Kram Copy Editor
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Dustin Brick Business Manager
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Ross Peterson, Drew Olmen, Lucas Vonasek, Ban Anselmino
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Haley, Conor Holt, Katie Schroepfer, Taaren Haak, Andrew
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Photographers: Jesse Trelstad, Abby Paul, Chris Franz
Illustrators: Allen Kempf, Tony Mansourian, Tate Mlady

Security update
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
Leslie Wood

Dragons After Dark

Dragons After Dark presents Pajamarama with the
second annual lip-sync contest
in the library, on Friday from 9
p.m. to 1 a.m.
- Show off your lip-syncing,
air guitaring and hip shaking
moves!
- Contest starts at 10:30 p.m.
- There will be one grand
prize winner.
Sign up at The Compass
in the CMU or e-mail Kayla
at dragonsafterdark@mnstate.
edu.
Include: team name, contact
name, contact e-mail, phone
number and song title.

Intramural registration

Registration is now available
online for intramural winter
session 2 at www.mnstate.
edu/intramurals.
We are offering: 6 on 6
volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee,
Racquetball and 5 on 5
Basketball.

Features Editor

Verbal assault

Security was notified of
shouting and yelling outside
of Murray Commons at 11:30
p.m. on Nov. 18. A male and
female student were found
having a heated verbal argument.

Bike theft

A silver mountain bike was
stolen outside of Nemzek at
10:50 p.m. on Nov. 19.

Dorm drunkenness

A female student was
found intoxicated in South
Snarr at 2:26 a.m. on Nov.
20. Student was leaning
and bumping into walls as
she walked. Student was
extremely belligerent toward

The

Musical event

Singer and songwriter
Brenda Weiler will be performing at 8 p.m. on Dec. 18
at Ecce Art + Yoga. For more

security and the police. She
was cited by the Moorhead
Police Department for underage consumption and was
released to the custody of
her sister.

Sidewalk revelry

Three males were consuming alcohol on the sidewalk
at 1:09 a.m. on Nov. 22. The
males were found at 6th
Avenue and 11th Street and
one male was issued a citation for underage consumption by the Moorhead Police
Department.

Parking Tip

Michael Parks would
like to remind students that
when parked in any MSUM
parking lot: a permit must
be visible from the rearview
mirror.

Hap

12.3

Hiring Immediately!

7 p.m.		
7:30 p.m.

12.4

P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm

5 & 9 p.m.
5 & 9 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
		
8 p.m.		
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Dragon Swimming at U of MN Mpls.
Dragon Diving at St. Cloud State
Orchestra & Choir,
First Presbyterian Church
Women’s Basketball at Bemidji State
Dragons After Dark, Library

12.5

9 a.m.		
11 a.m.		
		
5 & 9 p.m.
5 & 9 p.m.
6 & 8 p.m.
		
7 p.m.		
7:30 p.m.
		
7:30 p.m.
		

Wrestling, Dragon Open Tournament
Indoor Track & Field, Preseason Meet
at Mankato
Dragon Swimming at U of MN Mpls.
Dragon Diving at St. Cloud State
Women’s and Men’s Basketball at
U of MN Duluth
At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
Orchestra & Choir,
First Presbyterian Church
MSUM Theatre - Second Stage,
Gaede Stage

12.6

2 & 7 p.m.

At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”

12.7

7 p.m.		

At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”

12.8

11:30 a.m.
		
7 p.m.		

Afternoon Delight, Acoustic Music
CMU Main Lounge
Wrestling at Augsburg (Mpls.)

12.9

Study Day

No Classes, Night Classes will meet

The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year,
except during final examination and vacation periods.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily
those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and your turn
submissions. They should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in
school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by
5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed
to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the
right to edit letters and refuse publication of letters omitting
requested information. It does not guarantee the publication
of any letter.

in Owens 207
•Wednesday, Dec. 9, 4 p.m.
in Owens 207
•Friday, Dec. 11, 2 p.m. in
Owens 207

Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009

Thank you college students!

2829 S University Dr, Fargo
(NW corner of American Family
Insurance Building)

Apply in person or online
www.pcifargo.com

At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
Guitar Ensemble, Fox Recital Hall

12.10 Final Exams
7 p.m.		

At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”

12.11 Final Exams
6 p.m.		
		
8 p.m.		

Women’s Basketball vs.
St. Cloud State
Men’s Basketball vs. St. Cloud State

12.12 6 p.m.		
		
7 p.m.		
8 p.m.		
		

Women’s Basketball vs.
Concordia St. Paul
At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
Men’s Basketball vs.
Concordia St. Paul

12.13 7 p.m.		
TBA		

At the Planetarium, “Star of Wonder”
Wrestling at NDSU

Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009

Arsenal Trio
joins MSUM
choirs and
orchestra
ADVOCATE STAFF REPORTS

Violinist Benjamin Sung,
pianist Jihye Chang and cellist Hrant Parsamian will join
the MSUM choirs and orchestra Friday and Saturday at
First Presbyterian Church in
Fargo for a performance of
Beethoven’s Triple Concerto.
Sung is concertmaster of the
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra. Chang, a concert
pianist and Sung’s wife, teaches piano at Concordia College
and NDSU. When Parsamian,
from New York, joins them,
they become the Arsenal Trio.
Sung describes the Triple
Concerto as one of Beethoven’s
best-known, middle-period
works, “right in the middle
of a collection of compositions
that are usually regarded as
the first large-scale masterpieces of the Romantic era in
music.”
The concert also features
Haydn’s Te Deum, a celebratory work for orchestra and
chorus representing the composer “at his cheeriest,” says
conductor Kirk Moss, who
will lead the orchestra and
MSUM’s three choirs when
they perform together. “The
sheer force of the 200 combined musicians is exhilarating.”
Rod Rothlisberger, Michael
Siggerud and Jenny Dufault
will lead the individual
choirs on several chorus-only
selections. They’ll perform
Rachmaninoff’s Ave Maria,
sung in Russian; a composition for three choirs by Franz
Biebl; and other works for
choir and organ, all suited to
the holiday season.
The concert begins at 7:30
p.m. in the First Presbyterian
Church of Fargo. Tickets are
$5 for adults and $2 for seniors
and students. Tickets may be
purchased at the MSUM Box
Office or in advance by calling
218.477.2271. Tickets are also
available at the door before
the performance.

Features
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Student performs original music locally
Aspiring musician answers Advocate’s questions

Q&A
BY LESLIE WOOD
Features Editor

Amanda Nygard, known as
Amanda Standalone on stage,
has found a unique way to
express her creativity through
music.
Nygard is a junior music
major who has been performing for ten years in several
cities.
When did you start playing music?
When I was five I started
piano lessons, then I picked
up the guitar, violin and clarinet. There have been other
instruments since then.
Who inspired you to play
music?
My mom inspired me to
play music. She was more of
a singer and was in an all-girl
band in the ‘70s. My father
also influenced me in my
music, and my brothers introduced me to popular music.
What type of music do you
listen to?
I listen to a wide variety of
music; I don’t have a certain
genre. I like the old folksy
music, along with popular
and jazz music. They all have
their good qualities; it just
depends on what mood I’m
in.
What groups have you
been involved with?
I’ve performed in a punk
rock band in Minneapolis

Submitted Photo

Amanda Nygard, known as Amanda Standalone on stage, performs original music and adds her own
flair on cover songs.

when I was 16, played with
the bands Syrenes and Two
Dollar Breakfast in Detroit,
and now I perform as Amanda
Standalone and the Pastry
Shop Girls in Fargo.
Where was the best location to perform?
In Detroit, there was large
musical support for musicians. Business owners saw
the value of bringing in musicians for their business.
What songs do you use
during a performance?
When I play a shorter set I
use my own songs. For sets
that last two or more hours
I use covers that are obscure.
We don’t want to sound like a
bar band.
Would you consider a
career in music if given the
opportunity?
I would love to tour because

traveling is one of my goals. I
don’t want to be famous, I
think balancing it out and
making it not so crazy is better.
Ultimately, I think it would be
great if I could make performing my job.
How are you promoting
your band?
We are making our own
record. I have learned a lot
about what goes into the
production of an album. I
would rather have it this way
because I have control over
what goes into it. I can have
my songs be my songs.
What is the most interesting instrument you have
played?
The washtub is one of the
most interesting things I play.
It is a real tub and people
look at it as a novelty. It has
roots in the Appalachian
Mountains and is an off-

shoot of an African instrument called an earthbow.
What is one of the most
memorable moments while
performing?
One of the greatest memories I have performing is when
I played at the Orchestra Hall
in Detroit with the Syrenes.
Why do you believe music
is important?
Music is the best way to
get things out of your system, connect with people and
share something without giving something up. Music lets
us give honor and thanks to
people. It’s a great way to
have a good time. Anyone
can contribute with music
because everyone can do it.

Wood can be reached at
woodle@mnstate.edu

Christmas Sale December 7-24th
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Advocate editorial board
Megan Nitschke
Editor

Michael Smith
Assistant Editor

Kimberly Ehrlich
Opinion Editor

Preparation is
key with finals
approaching
The two and a half weeks between the end of Thanksgiving break and the end of the semester are stressful.
Loose ends need to be tied up and all work completed.
With final tests and projects hanging over the heads of
students, sometimes we just need to take a deep breath
and sort everything out.
It’s easy to meet with your professors before the term
ends to figure out what you’re missing, or what your
grade is so you can try to improve it. But be considerate of professors; they’re not going to help you out if
you’ve been skipping class all semester.
Make sure you’ve got your schedule for spring semester worked out too. If you haven’t yet, meet with your
advisor and discuss your classes. Even if you’re unsure
about a class you’re taking, make sure to go in and talk
to him or her.
Wednesday, students are fortunate enough to get a study
day. This day is set aside, free from classes, to give
students an opportunity to catch up on assignments or
prepare for final exams.
Finals are important, and often they are the turning
point in obtaining a good grade. It’s never too late to
begin studying, but don’t get overwhelmed.
An easy study tip to remember is to take these next
couple weeks one step at a time. It won’t pay to over
work and over stress yourself, so plan out a schedule of
times that work for each class.
If you’re feeling really stressed out, there are some
events on campus that can help to relieve stress.
Dragon’s After Dark is hosting a pajama event on Dec.
4. There is a study break meal on Dec. 9 in Kise as a
motivation for relaxation during stressful studying.
Balancing time is key to remaining sane this semester.
Let yourself take breaks in between studying, and you
will feel more relieved and rested before heading into
the final exams.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

The Advocate is looking for a distributing
manager for the spring semester.
This job requires someone to distribute the papers
weekly to select locations around campus either Wednesday
night or Thursday morning.
Pay is $35 per week for approximately 2 hours of work.
If interested, please e-mail The Advocate at advocate@mnstate.edu.

What is Obama’s War?
Travis Loker
Guest Columnist
Afghanistan. . .Obama’s War?
With the troop surge in Afghanistan coming, there are rumblings in the democratic base
about how Obama is betraying his supporters.
I understand where many of these feelings are
coming from, but I would like to try and clarify
why these feelings may be misguided.
Many argue that this goes against what
Obama promised during his campaign, but it
isn’t. He told us that he would work diligently
to get us out of Iraq, a situation we never wanted to be in. He did not say the same thing about
Afghanistan. Obama laid out his plan to fix the
situation in Afghanistan, and eventually get us
out of the country. This plan did not call for a
quick withdrawal, it called for a reformatting
of the strategy in Afghanistan, a strategy that
would leave the country stable.
Afghanistan differs from Iraq, and I think that
we all can recognize this. Going in we had clear
reasoning for our actions, those actions in the
end would leave the country in better shape,
and we would be safer. The Iraq war caused us
to lose focus on those goals, it was unnecessary,
and anyone could clearly see it offered no benefit to our safety and security.
Going forward, I feel that we all need to recognize our goals and obligations in Afghanistan,
recognize the good that can still be done there.
At the same time we need to recognize the broken promises we made to the Iraqi’s, recognize
that we can not offer them the democracy we
would so desperately like to.
Many will argue that we have the same obligations in Iraq that we have in Afghanistan, and
while to some degree this may be true, we have
to recognize when inaction is the best course
of action. We have to realize that our presence
in Iraq is just not beneficial, but that our FULL

presence in Afghanistan could still reap some
benefit. I think the best metaphor for Iraq is that
classic bull in a china store adage; If a bull was
let loose in a china store, you would not fix the
problem by locking the bull in and demanding
it krazy-glue the damaged items.
No matter where you stand on these issues,
people do need to realize that Obama is not
betraying his campaign promises. In fact, he is
sticking fairly close to what he told us he would
do, he would take the steps necessary to get us
out of Iraq and Afghanistan, and the troop surge
is one of those steps.
The new surge in Afghanistan will allow
us to train more Afghan security forces to a
better level than we have been able to in the
past. This is one of many key things that the
surge will help with that will permit us to leave
Afghanistan with some sort of stability. I would
hope that most people do recognize that there
is still some chance at ‘victory’ in Afghanistan,
and we owe it to ourselves, and the Afghani’s to
pursue it. I know the situation in Iraq has tainted most democrats’ view on all of the current
military action, but try not to let it, recognize
the differences in each of our actions. I want out
of these conflicts as much as anyone else, but it
takes time, and effort. This new militaristic/
diplomatic push, is the first step in getting out
of these conflicts in a responsible way.
In the end this is Bush’s war, and Obama’s
war and every American and Afghan citizen’s
war. We have to recognize the best courses of
action, and not succumb to feelings of cynicism,
and disillusionment too readily. Sometimes we
just have to accept that our ideal situation, the
immediate end to conflict in Afghanistan, is not
a viable path to go down.
Obama is doing what he told us he would
do, and despite the human cost, it is probably still our best option. This is change, and
I still think it is change for the better.

Whose war is it?
e-mail Loker at lokertr@mnstate.
edu

Have a question for Student Senate?
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.
e-mail your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu for a repsonse from Student Senate

Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009
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Biblical literalists, faith can be open
It occurred to me this
morning, as I waded through
several dense chapters of a
certain medieval philosopher
and theologian’s magnum
opus, that changes in religious thought over the past
millennia or so have not been
as markedly and universally
stagnant as I once thought.
There’s been quite a lot of
it, actually. The Protestant
Reformation is an obvious
example in history, but I am
considering more contemporary examples, such as the
emergence of a movement in
Christianity that is alternatively referred to as funda-

of a book
written and
Jake Gysland
assembled
by hundreds
of men over
Columnist
the course
of hundreds
of years is to
waste the gift
mentalism, Biblical literalism of reason that sets man apart
or a handful of other titles.
from beast, a gift that persons
You will notice, though, of Christian faith will recogthat I have been careful not to nize as a gift bestowed by the
call these changes in religious God they worship.
thought advances in religious
The notion that God comthought; it is my contention, municated to His prophets
in fact, that they are quite every word He intended to
the opposite. To take liter- have in the scripture, and
ally every passage and verse that He intended every word

literally, and the notion that
these prophets understood
and communicated His message clearly and precisely is
something to be skeptical of,
especially when we consider
all the instances in which the
Bible contradicts either reason or itself (or moreover, the
selective nature of its assembly).
Those who look will be
hard pressed to find many
theologians of note who are
not also philosophers, studying both Biblical scripture and
the various texts and treatises of philosophers before
them, both faith and reason.

An interpretive, metaphorical
understanding of scripture
is necessary to reconcile the
two.
My intent here, lest it be
mistaken, is not to lambast
Biblical literalists for the
inadequacies of their religious persuasions, but to
make the point to everyone
that faith need not be limited
to the narrow and regressive
doctrine that follows from
a fundamental approach to
Christianity.
Feeling literal? E-mail Gysland
at gyslandja@mnstate.edu

Audacity of Patience
Ross Peterson

Illustration by Jacob Christenson / The Advocate

Columnist

Cold, hard facts
With this year ’s holiday
season comes another travel
season for students across
the country. What students
here have to contend with
that many don’t is winter,
and lots of it.
There may not be much
snow by the beginning of
break, but you never know
what could happen on your
way back to campus in
January. I’m no expert at
winter survival, so I looked
up some obscure thoughts
many people never think of.
Air. If you ever get stranded on the road during a big
storm or car malfunction, I’ll
bet you never thought of this:
You need to make sure the
wind isn’t blowing exhaust
back into your tailpipe. While
you may not necessarily be
in heaping amounts of danger in a situation like this,
taking shelter under a bridge
with wind blowing in both
sides will definitely change

sible
caloric
requirements
Ban Anselmino
we’re
talking here. Try a
Snickers bar, or
Columnist
nuts, depending on how
quick you need
your mind.
the power. It
Experts recommend mak- should be something that
ing adjustments to your car, can keep and has quite a
if only to keep your engine bit of energy. However, enerrunning, and open the far- gy drinks are probably not
thest window from the wind a good idea because they
a crack.
increase the need for my final
Food. All that shoveling detail…
you could end up doing
Water. Most people would
to keep your car safe will probably never think about
leave you screaming for a how to get the water from
burger, but you’re stranded, the snow in an efficient way.
remember? It is probably a Well, for one, don’t just eat
good idea to keep some kind the snow; you lose too much
of food that has emergency body heat. Let a cup of snow
value in your car during this sit in the car for a while until
and every Minnesota winter. it melts and it’s as simple as
Now this doesn’t mean broccoli and celery sticks; on the
Concerned about dying?
E-mail Anselmino
contrary, those have nothing
at anselminbr@mnstate.edu
like the kind of easily acces-

With the word of President Obama’s approval rating dropping to 50 percent (according to a Fox News poll) conservatives claim it is because he hasn’t done anything. Please allow
me to establish the record of his first 100 days of office:
The day after his inauguration, Obama imposed the new
Freedom of Information Act rules, which made tougher
restrictions on the privacy of government workings. The day
after that, Obama signs an executive order, ending the life of
the torture camp known as Guantanamo Bay. On day seven,
Obama reversed the climate policies of his predecessor by
allowing California to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.
On day nine, at the peaceful request of Obama, Russia
halted plans to station missiles near Europe’s borders. In
February, the administration passed the stimulus package,
which was a major player in the halting of the economic downturn, and also ordered tax cuts(!) for 95 percent of Americans.
The administration boosted education and domestic program
budgets, and closing out in the month of March, lifted restrictions on federal funding of stem cell research.
After his first 100 days, it is now evident that the Obama
administration has stopped the economic decline, extended
a peace branch to the “Axis of Evil,” and is in the process of
providing health care to 36 million people by next year.
Now, just for a point of reference, let’s take a look at his
predecessor’s first 100 days in office. Bush blocked U.S. funds
to family-planning groups on day three in office. The next day
he ‘solved’ education reform by increasing standardized testing and imposing punishments for failing schools (resulting
in a national teacher shortage and no evident improvement in
education to this day). On day ten he created an office to give
money to religious groups. Bush created a $1.6 trillion tax cut
the next month, which paved the way for the nation’s $236 billion surplus to turn into a $200 billion dollar deficit in 2002. As
he continued his reign of terror, he rejected the Kyoto treaty,
pumped trillions into policing a country despite intelligence
reports, and allowed the sub-prime mortgage crises and the
recession to run its course, unabated.
Obama is no miracle worker. He isn’t perfect, and he is not
immune to making mistakes. Obama is however, attempting to solve a smorgasbord of astronomical issues in such a
short time. For that, he deserves praise, and more importantly,
patience.
Is Obama a good prez?
E-mail Peterson at petersonro@
mnstate.edu

Talk to the Trainer

___________________________________________________________

The Advocate teamed up with the Wellness Center to answer students’
questions about wellness and fitness issues. Inquiries are published anonymously. Please send
questions to
Marissa Parmer at parmer@mnstate.edu

A&E
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New Moon provides good entertainment despite distractions
BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor

We pre-ordered tickets two
weeks in advance for “The
Twilight Saga: New Moon.”
That’s how much my sister
and cousin wanted to go.
As for my mother, aunt and
I, we were dragged along. I
would have been happy sitting on the couch like a slump,
watching a movie that came
out a decade ago. Taylor
Lautner better show some
skin.
The five of us arrived at
what we thought was early
enough for the second afternoon showing. As the line
started moving, we realized
how wrong we were. There
were three loops of people
weaving in and out of the
usher poles just to enter the
movie theater, and we were
toward the front of the line.
People were running into
the theater like a bunch of
animals being chased. What
people do to watch love and
shirtless guys.
After making it into the theater alive, we walked down
the back aisle of the front section to take a seat. We were
almost to the middle seat and
bam! Some mean blonde person with children slammed
down her blanket and said,

“These are mine,” while giving me the death glare. I stared
in shock as she ran, yes ran,
around the back and into the
aisle to sit down. I knew one
more seat closer wasn’t going
to make much difference. I was
almost able to touch Lautner’s
stomach.
My mother then decided
it was a good time to start
an argument with the mean
blonde baby lady. Before
they need to take it outside, I
pushed her to another aisle.
Finally seated, I took a deep
breath. With all that action I
didn’t need to see the movie.
Not to mention we were so
close to the screen, if I stood
people would have thought I
was part of the movie.
There was no mistake when
the movie began, as true fans
clapped and cheered. If only
the actors could have heard
them.
The movie itself was good.
In fact, between the mean
blonde lady’s crying baby and
her 5 year old repeating “Oh
my god, oh my god, oh my
god,” I still enjoyed every part
of it.
Well, I did miss a part when
I turned around and told the
mean blonde lady to quiet
down. If my Hot Tamales
wouldn’t have been so good,

I might have started throwing
them at her so she could feed
her kids and keep them quiet.
The film starts off with
typical Bella Swan (Kristen
Stewart) running through the
woods looking for Edward
Cullen (Robert Pattinson). It’s
not so typical when she finds
herself staring at an older version of herself. But it’s all just
a dream and she wakes up to
enjoy her 18th birthday.
Everything is fine until the
night of Bella’s birthday celebration at the Cullen’s house.

When Bella cuts her finger trying to open a gift, blood drips
on the floor and the Cullen
house gets a little thirsty, ending the party abruptly. This
proves that human blood is
still too intense for some of the
Cullens, Jasper Hale (Jackson
Rathbone) in particular.
For the sake of Bella, the
Cullen’s leave Forks. This of
course breaks Bella’s heart,
especially when Edward tells
her he doesn’t care about her,
which we all know is a lie.
After Bella comes out of her

Photo submitted

heart break coma, she reconnects with long-time friend
Jacob Black (Taylor Lautner)
over rebuilding two dirt
bikes. Spending time together
becomes a problem when Jacob
turns into a wolf and is unable
to tell Bella. But being stubborn and hard-headed, Swan
eventually figures it out.
Although it seems that Bella
has forgotten about Edward,
she constantly sees him, when
she puts herself in danger.
During one of her escapades,
Bella is seen as dead in a
vision by Alice Cullen (Ashley
Greene). When Edward finds
this out, he goes before a vampire committee to plead for his
death.
Most importantly, between
all the wolf transformations,
vampire-wanting and dangerous action, two men are in love
with Bella. Edward can’t keep
away with his constant ghostlike reappearance and Jacob
goes to her every chance he
gets, trying to make his move.
But in the end, Bella can’t get
enough of the blood-wanting
beast with the painted-on abs.
Despite all of the inconveniences of getting seated in the
theater, “The Twilight Saga:
New Moon” will have you
at the edge of your seat, and
depending on how close you
sit, it might even give you a
little scare. It is highly recommended if you like movies
of many genres and provides
all sorts of entertainment for
most ages, but please keep the
5 year olds at home.
For all you “Twilight”
fans, the third installment,
“Eclipse,” comes out June 30,
2010.
George can be reached
at georgean@mnstate.edu

Entertainment update
BY EVAN WICKER
Staff Writer

•The Strokes will be hitting
the road with Jay-Z in 2010
and finishing working on their
first album since 2006’s “First
Impressions of Earth.”
•Susan Boyle made U.K.

history when her album sold
over 400,000 units in one week
,making it the fastest selling
album in the U.K. of 2009.
•Chris Brown will be taking
his crack at “20/20,” telling
his side of the story just weeks
after ex-girlfriend Rihanna

was interviewed by Diane
Sawyer.
•Lady Gaga, Adam Lambert,
Rihanna, Shakira, Jay Sean
and Susan Boyle released new
albums this past week.
Wicker can be reached
at wickerev@mnstate.edu
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Adam Lambert is not ashamed of his AMA performance
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

On Nov. 22, ABC aired the
37th annual American Music
Awards. The show kicked off
with Janet Jackson, who took
viewers back in time on a pop
journey as she sang her smash
hits, one being “Together
Again.”
The show continued with
musical moguls like Mary J.
Blige, Whitney Houston and
hip-hop sensation Jay-Z. It
was an overwhelming night
of performances and awards
that was hailed as memorable
on more than one level.
Taylor Swift may have
been the star of the night
after winning five awards,
but American Idol runner-up
Adam Lambert stole the show,
capturing attention with the
performance of his new song,
“For Your Entertainment.”
Lambert’s performance has
been described by media as
derrogatory, sexy and scandalous.
During the song, Lambert
performed racy acts such as
leashing the dancers, a samesex kiss, simulated oral sex,
crotch grabs and flashing the
middle finger. Minutes after
this controversial, yet entertaining, performance finished, issues sparked about
the “inappropriate” nature of

Photo submitted

Adam Lambert performed “For Your Entertainment” during the American Music Awards on Nov. 22.

guitart and wrote songs dfsdfthe routine.
Lambert, whose appearance
on “Good Morning America”
was cancelled after the controversy, wasn’t ashamed of his
performance.
“I’ll admit I did get carried
away, but I don’t see anything
wrong with it,” he said in
an online interview. “I do see
how people got offended and
that was not my intention. My

December 4th:

At the Emporium
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Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
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FREE

Taps & Wells

College Night Tuesday
College ID & $5 at the door 9 - c lo
se

Corner of 4th Ave &10th St North
Fargo

Always

1
–
2–Dr4
inks

intention was to interpret the
lyrics of my song and have a
good time with it.”
After debuting his singing talent on season nine of
American Idol, viewers and
fans found themselves caught
between appreciating his
voice and degrading his sexuality. Even Fargo-Moorhead’s
own BOB 95 FM radio DJ John
Austin was caught crossing
the line with comments on his

radio show Nov. 23.
Austin’s comments directly associated being gay with
being HIV positive, according to a community response
press release.
Much of the controversy
expressed about Lambert’s
performance dealt with the
suitability of his actions for
public TV, especially a nationally recognized award show.
But Lambert found himself

rightly expressing the true
meaning of the song and his
identity. Parts of his performance were edited out in the
showing of the AMAs on the
west coast, and Lambert felt
highly opposed to this idea.
“If it’s edited, that’s discrimination,” Lambert said
in an interview following the
show. “I will be a little disappointed because there is a little
bit of discrimination going on
in this country. There’s a big
double standard, female pop
artists have been doing things
provocative like that for years,
and the fact that I’m a male,
and I’ll be edited and discriminated against could be a
problem.”
On Tuesday, before appearing on the Ellen Show, Lambert
tweeted, “Don’t worry friends:
I’m still gonna be me. Always.
Without apologies. Just gonna
experiment differently with
how I present myself.”
The 2009 American Music
Awards honored artists in
the categories of Pop/Rock,
Country,
Rap/Hip-Hop,
Soul/R&B, Alternative, Adult
Contemporary, Latin and
Contemporary Inspirational.
For the third year in a row,
winners were determined by
online voting.
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
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notes from nemzek

Dragons receive
All-Academic
honors

The Advocate

This year, 31 Dragons athletes were named on the AllAcademic Team for the fall
season.
To be eligible for this honor,
the student athlete must have
a cumulative grade point average of 3.2 or better.
The Dragons had nine cross
country runners, seven football players, ten soccer players
and five volleyball players.
Among the winners are
Seniors Scott Egeberg, David
Teige, James Fay, Sara Julsrud,
Harrison Dotson, Jon Swart,
Robert Wilhelm, Ashley Rietz,
Jena Reed, Keri Dowzak, and
Mary Sussenguth.
This
award
honored
Dragons for their academic
success, a part of an athlete’s
life not always recognized.
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Students make noise

Read it...

Or I’ll get you.
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Lauren Taute / The advocate
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Nemzek Noize, a new student organization made to encourage student attendance at games, celebrates the football team’s first touchdown in the winning homecoming football game.
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BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

A group of 50 or so people
don togas and walk across
campus. When they reach
their destination, instead of
ripping it up on a dance floor
at a frat house, they reach for
their blow horns and foam fingers and head for the bleachers to make some noise.
Nemzek Noize is a new
organization that focuses on
supporting Dragon athletics.
Nemzek Noize president,
junior Andrew McKenzie,
who has attended Dragons
games since he was a freshman, started the group hoping
to provide the athletes with a
little more support.
“Despite attempts to start
a similar group in previous
years, Nemzek Noize officially started this year,” McKenzie
said. “Our primary purpose is
to support athletics. I think by
showing up and making a lot
of noise, we can contribute to
the athletes and the game.”
Although the group only
started earlier this year, it has
seen more than a hundred fans

at several of its events and the
group’s Facebook page has
close to 250 members.
“We had a great turnout at
the night when we went to the
games in our Halloween costumes,” McKenzie said. “We
have about 30 people that consistently show up to games,
but we have seen upwards of
a hundred people at games.”
Nemzek Noize hopes to
bring students together under
the banner of school pride.
“Our school is lacking in
the athletic support department, so let’s change that,”
according to Nemzek Noize’s
Facebook group. “Let’s be biggest and loudest cheering section this school has seen in a
long time, if ever. Let’s give
the athletes more to play for!”
According to McKenzie,
Nemzek Noize has been
accomplishing its goals.
“I’ve talked to athletes who
said it has affected the way
they play,” McKenzie said. “It
gives students something to
do and athletes something to
play for.”
The group focuses on hav-

ing fun and listening to others’
opinions. McKenzie said that
the group has organizational
meetings where they discuss
upcoming events. At these
meetings, all ideas are discussed “no matter how crazy
an idea may seem.”
“We want the group to be
about everyone not just a
small group,” McKenzie said.
“That way, we can all have a
lot of fun.”
McKenzie said that the
group has developed a core
team of people who help him
make events a success. These
include Jimmy Howard, Justin
Nistler, Carl Johnson, Josie
Stromseth, Kody Krautkremer
and Natasha Smith.
The organization’s next
event, a membership drive
and pajama night, will take
place on Friday, Dec. 11.
“Come dressed in your pj’s
to watch both the men’s and
women’s basketball teams
take on St. Cloud,” McKenzie
said.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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Wrestlers host Dragon Open
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

The Dragons wrestling team
has started its season well,
winning its first two duals
and putting five athletes in
the finals at last weekend’s
Cobber Invitational.
The team defeated the
University of Souix Falls 51-0
and Morningside University
30-11 in back-to-back duals.
“I’ve been happy with the
way the guys have been working in the weight room and
in the wrestling room,” head
coach Kris Nelson said. “I
was happy with both of the
duals we started the season off
with. The guys have wrestled
aggressively, which is one of
the things we’ve been training
them to do this season.”
Nelson is in his first year
as the head coach at MSUM.
He replaced last year’s head
coach Keenan Spiess, and said
that he enjoys coaching the
program so far this year.
“Keenan ran a good program,” Nelson said. “I’m coming into a strong program with
three returning national qualifiers, so there are things I am
going to keep that were working for the team. I do hope to
bring more structure to the

Chris Franz / The advocate

Evan Forde and Corey Ulmer, captains of MSUM’s wrestling team, practice for the Dragon Open on
Saturday.

team including mandatory
weight training and morning
runs.”
Junior 133-pounder Evan
Forde said the program has
benefited from the change
Nelson brought.
“Both assistant coaches are
back this year, so we’ve been
able to keep the things that
were working for us in previ-

ous years,” Forde said. “We’re
still working on the things that
didn’t work for us last year.”
The team’s assistant coaches
have been beneficial to the
success of the team this year,
according to Nelson.
“My assistant coaches are
doing a great job, and I think
what they do with the guys is
immensely important,” Nelson

said. “Nate Baker is a great
wrestler and coach and Josh
Kerbaugh, who actually used
to be my roommate in college,
has been involved in some
very successful wrestling programs including SDSU, NDSU
and the University of Mary.”
The team returns only
one senior, Tim Johnson, but
Nelson feels that this will play

a minimal role in affecting
their success.
“We are a young team,”
Nelson said. “We are starting four freshmen, which isn’t
necessarily something a coach
would like to do, but they
have been working hard and
learning a lot.”
The team’s overall goal
this season has been to work
hard.
“I really want to see a lot
of dedication and hard work
out of these guys this year,”
Nelson said, “We hope to
improve on our top 25 ranking from last year and bring
more than five wrestlers to the
national tournament.”
The Dragons first home
appearance Saturday at
Nemzek for the Dragon Open.
Nelson said he hopes to see
some strong performances
from both the starting lineup
and his younger wrestlers.
“The one thing I want my
wrestlers to do is work hard
and have a good tournament,”
Nelson said.

Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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‘Hot’ comedian
hits campus
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

This Saturday, Dragon
Entertainment Group will
be hosting successful comedian Dan Cummins.
Cummins is an aspiring
comedian who has been
spotlighted on “Last Comic
Standing” and “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien.” He
also taped his first one-hour
special for Comedy Central
on Oct. 17, where he performed to a sold-out house
at the Bing Crosby Theater
in Spokane, Wash.
Members of The Group
discovered Cummins at the
National Association for
Campus Activities. He stood
out to them.
“He was funny and

…o
n
Unio ly at
nC
ity.

made us laugh,” said Mark
Radcliffe, advertising coordinator for The Group.
According to his online
Web site biography, material featured in two of his
Comedy Central appearances was released on
his national debut CD,
“Revenge is Near,” recorded
in Minneapolis.
He has permformed at
colleges all over the country,
and after over 200 college
shows since 2007, Cummins
was recently named one
of the 2010 Hot Comedy
Picks by Campus Activities
Magazine.
Seth Stoxen, The Group’s
music coordinator, encourages students to go if they
“like to laugh and have a
good time.”
Cummins will perform
from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
Ballroom.

Nitschke can be reached at
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
Submitted photo

Korean Club hosts event
BY SUMAN PAUDEL
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Korean Club is hosting
Korean Night from 7 to 9 p.m.
tonight in the Ballroom.
The event will include traditional and modern dances, music, martial arts, traditional games and food.
Representatives will speak
about traveling in Korea,
famous people and traditional
clothing.
“We have a lot of Korean
students and that has helped
us a lot to organize the event
this year,” said Isaac Chua,
vice president of Korean Club.
Currently Korean Club has
almost 30 members, includ-

ing both Korean and nonKorean students. Also, Asian
Multicultural Club has helped
Korean Club by co-sponsoring
events and donating prizes.
“The main purpose of this
event is to inform people
about Korea and its tradition.
It’s also a good opportunity
for students to get to know a
lot of different things from different cultures and societies,”
said Stacie Gress, president of
Korean Club.
Club members are working
to promote Korean Club and
share their culture.
Paudel can be reached
at paudelsum@mnstate.edu
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Paralegal project promises plenty
BY TAAREN HAAK
Copy Editor

Minnesota State Paralegal
Association of Moorhead is
holding a community fundraising book fair this Saturday at
Fargo’s Barnes and Noble.
MSPAM is an academic association for paralegal students
that allows them to meet and
help each other through a tough
degree. They also focus on giving back to the community
and conducting fundraisers for
their members, said sophomore
paralegal major Denise Hulbert,
president of MSPAM.
For every person that mentions MSPAM when purchasing
items at Barnes and Noble this
weekend, MSPAM will receive
a percentage of the money from
the sale to go toward scholarships for its members. The book
fair will be occurring from open
to close, with mini events being

held throughout the day.
“Its started off as a fundraiser
and honestly, it’s just become so
much more,” Hulbert said. “It’s
become a fundraiser and community service.”
After getting approval for the
event from Barnes and Noble,
Hulbert was told that she’d have
to plan small events to go with
the fundraiser. She had some
difficulty deciding which direction to go at first, and eventually
decided to have a story time
for children. Then, a hearingimpaired friend of Hulbert gave
her the idea to add an American
Sign Language interpreter to the
story time.
“Once there was the idea of
having the sign language interpretation, it just all unfolded,”
Hulbert said. “Somebody knew
somebody who knew somebody
and it was just the neatest thing.
I’ve just been so encouraged by

people wanting to help.”
Some of those leads that
unfolded involved adding
MSUM adjunct professor Kristi
Hilton as the ASL interpreter
in a story time that will consist
of the reading of three books at
3 p.m.
There will also be book signings by illustrator Sean McCann
and author Marsha Peterson,
who worked together on a book
about teaching toddlers to sign.
Peterson will also be conducting
a discussion and McCann will
do live sketching.
Josie Gumpf, daughter of
an MSUM professor, will sing
Christmas carols and selections
from “Les Miserables.” The
Heinrich family will also be
playing and singing Christmas
music.
MSPAM members will be on
hand all day to wrap presents

book fair, back page

English department heads overseas
BY JENESSA MCALLISTER
Staff Writer

The
MSUM
Writing
Workshop and Literature
Seminar will be held May 17
through June 1. Destinations
include
London,
Bath,
Stratford-upon-Avon, York,
Lake District, Liverpool,
Hay-on-Wye, Stonehenge and
Oxford.
The tour is 15 days long and
is open to all students, faculty and staff. Students can
earn three graduate or undergraduate credits in English,
however the tour is open to
students of all majors.
“We will tailor the educational portion of the trip to
whatever the students’ majors
are,” said Professor Thom
Tammaro, one of two English
professors attending.
Students will work on individual projects before and
during the educational vacation. There will be required
selected readings as well as
daily journal and daily logs.
“Since we’re visiting locations such as Stratford-uponAvon and Jane Austen’s
house, we will focus on
Shakespeare and Austen read-

ings,” Tammaro said.
The tour is open to 24 students, based on a first-come
first-serve basis, and students
are asked to commit by Dec.
18.
The approximate cost of the
trip is $3,195, and includes
airfare, some travel, several
group meals, tours and lectures as indicated on the
itinerary, tips and gratuities,
international student ID and
group insurance. Because the
tour is educational and for
credit, financial aid is available to students who qualify.
Although the cost may seem
high, most students attending
think that it’s an expense that
will be worth it.
“Money is always a factor
that needs to be considered,
but the price is fair considering everything it covers,” said
English major Jenna Miller.
Devin Berglund, an English
and Mass Communications
major, is also attending the
trip.
“I decided to call and ask
some questions and when
they mentioned all the amazing places that we would see,
I started imagining about all

Classes startIng
nOV - Jan - Mar - MaY - JUl - sePt
MenU Of serVICes
starting at

Haircut
Color & Style
Highlights
Pedicure
Manicure
Cleansing Facial
Body Treatments
Signature Massage

$11
$25
$35
$21
$15
$20
$30
$26

All services performed by supervised students.
Prices vary according to student level.

hosts Pajamarama
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

Bring out your pajamas,
favorite lip-syncing songs and
craft skills for an exciting, funfilled event.
Dragons After Dark will be
hosting Pajamarama, with the
2nd annual lip-sync contest,
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the
library.
Dragons After Dark is a
monthly event that offers late
night fun and activities.
“Each month we think of different themes and activities to
try to get students involved,”
said Kayla Meyer, Dragons After
Dark graduate assistant.
Meyer encourages people to
come to this relaxing event with
a fun twist because it’s a way
for students to be introduced to
new weekend activities.
Last year the lip-syncing competition was a success, and all

students are welcome to participate. Those interested can sign
up at The Compass in the CMU
or e-mail Kayla at dragonsafterdark@mnstate.edu. The contest
starts at 10:30 p.m. and there will
be one grand prize winner.
Another unique activity during the night is Project Linus.
Students will be able to make tie
blankets to be sent to children
in need. Project Linus is a nonprofit organization that collects
blankets and distributes them to
local children in hospitals, shelters, social service agencies and
many other places.
The other activities range
anywhere from hula-hooping to
karaoke, with something fun for
everyone.
“We like to see students connect with each other and the
campus,” Meyer said.
Nitschke can be reached at
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu

the inspiration and fun that
I would get to write about,”
Berglund said.
More information is available in the English office
located in Weld Hall, or by
e-mailing Thom Tammaro
at
tammaro@mnstate.edu
or Alan Davis at davisa@
mnstate.edu.

Abby Paul / The advocate

Thom Tammaro is one of the
English professors attending
the literary tour to Europe.
McAllister can be reached
at mcallistje@mnstate.edu
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radio, front page
majors. However, some students use the airtime for
more personal reasons.
“Our show is an outlet,”
DJ Matt Lech said. “We all
write stand up.”
Students volunteer their
time to gain the much-needed experience. Being a DJ is
open to anyone who is interested. Any MSUM student
can pick up an application

in CMU 109. All they have
to do is turn in their application, class schedule, $15
deposit for a key and sign
a Federal Communications
Commission contract promising not to swear and follow
other guidelines before they
officially become a DJ.
“My position proves you
don’t have to be a broadcast
major,” said Peterson, who

is an industrial distribution
major.
Another major selling point
for the station to the students
is their top 30. The music
manager, along with help
from DJs, decides what’s on
their top 30. This means that
the music they play is often
much different then what
mainstream radio is playing
giving variety to a market

book fair, page 11
for free, though tips will be
appreciated. And hearingimpaired students from Fargo
public high schools volunteered
to help with a craft time.
The event will be the largest one planned by MSPAM
in recent history. Previous
fundraisers this semester have
included selling sweatshirts and
Community Days booklets for
Herberger’s. Money raised will
benefit some of its approximately 24 members through scholarships.
The members of MSPAM try
to plan at least one fundraising and one community service event each semester. They
also meet once a month to have
guest speakers, get tips on classes or just have fun.

“I’m a very shy person, and
just meeting people through the
meetings and getting that connection with people for classes,
homework and stuff like that
has been amazing,” said junior
paralegal major Heidi Weigel,
the member of MSPAM who
organized the PR and advertising for the book fair.
“Once you meet someone
through MSPAM, it’s not so difficult to approach them in class
and ask them about the assignment. I think when I’m looking
for a job, or even an internship
in a little while here, that it will
be a resume booster, but also a
confidence booster.”
“It’s giving all of us skills and
knowledge and a caring attitude
that will take us on past gradua-

tion, past the job and career and
hopefully give that connection
that will carry them throughout
life,” Hulbert said.
People who can’t make it to
Barnes and Noble on Saturday
can still contribute to MSPAM
by purchasing items on Barnes
and Noble’s Web site. All that
is needed is this voucher number: 10034114. Vouchers are also
available on the paralegal bulletin board in the Center for
Business.

that’s often over-saturated
with the same music.
“A lot of times mainstream
aren’t on the top 30,” Peterson
said.
Dragon Radio receives
promotional albums from
record companies two weeks
before they are released to
the general public so music
can be heard well before it’s
released to the public.

Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009

With 30 DJs and a wide
variety of music, Dragon
Radio provides a fun opportunity for students and community members to listen to
and participate in.

Jason can be reached
at jasonan@mnstate.edu

Haak can be reached
at haakta@mnstate.edu

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT

Large 4 bdrm duplex ½ block from MSUM. Laundry, heat
and water paid. $975 701-238-0081

WA N T E D
Looking for 1 or 2 college girls to live in a disabled
man’s home and work part-time hours for him. FREE RENT,
INTERNET, TV, LAUNDRY, and FOOD! Please call 701-2373959 for an interview

S E RV I C E S
Acne Treatment Center
When you’ve tried everything else now try us. 95%
Success rate. Affordable. Private, warm atmosphere. FREE
consultations. Call Joani at 701-541-6805. www.acnetreatmentcenter@gmail.com.
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530

To place an ad in the
classifieds email us at
advocate@mnstate.edu

Non-Stop Jet Service from Fargo
Allegiant
Las Vegas
Orlando
Phoenix-Mesa
Los Angeles

Delta

Frontier

Northwest

United

Salt Lake City

Denver

Twin Cities

Chicago
Denver

