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Robbery near campus results in lockdown
Students stay safe with the E2Campus Emergency Notification
By Megan nitschke and
suman paudel
Staff Writers

Sunday
night
three
men, two with
a shot gun
and one with
a hand gun,
were suspected of a home
invasion in
an
apartParks
ment complex
on the corner of Eighth Street
and Ninth Avenue. Campus
Security was alerted at 8:45
p.m., and a whole campus lockdown process started at 8:52
p.m.
The lockdown took place
at MSUM when security was

alerted of suspects fleeing at
the southeast side of the campus after the robbery.
“About five minutes after
(the incident), I was told that
the crime had happened. It was
a fairly quick determination (to
go in to lockdown),” Director
of Campus Security Michael
Parks said. “When you have
multiple suspects on foot with
weapons, specifically guns,
you have to be cautious. We
knew with the information we
had they were headed southeast, which put them in close
proximity to campus.”
MSUM campus remained in
a lockdown for two hours until
the area was declared clear at
10:35 p.m. A text was sent out
that read, “Police have given all

clear. Suspects are still at large
but likely not in the MSUM
area. Use extra caution in your
travels.”
“Incidents like this are rare in
our community but incidents
like this do happen,” Parks
said. “Signing up at emergency
notification is a nice and safe
way to stay alert.”
Moorhead Police Lt. Tory
Jacobson said: “When (the
armed robbers) knocked on the
door it was a pizza delivery
person, and the pizza delivery
person was pushed into the
residence by these three armed
people.”
Investigation continued after
the Sunday night incident.
“At this time the information we’re receiving is that the

community will not be in further danger or that this will
happen with the same group
of suspects,” Parks said. “It
appears to be an isolated incident. It was a targeted robbery
as opposed to a random act of
robbery.”
The text messages sent to
students are a part of the emergency management plan that
takes place in potentially dangerous situations, and Parks
said he feels confident in the
system.
“We find it’s extremely effective (sending texts),” Parks
said. “The technology is instantaneous. We can deliver 4,000
text messages to the school
population, including many
faculty, staff and students, even

those who live off campus but
are close to campus.”
Parks encourages students to
stay aware and alert by signing
up for emergency text messages. This can be done by going
onto MSUM’s homepage at
www.mnstate.edu, the clicking
on the link at the bottom right
of the page that says E2Campus
Emergency Notification.
“We’re always cautious and
always aware of our surroundings,” Parks said. “Violence can
happen anywhere. We are sure
to demonstrate as a campus
that we do the best job we
can to protect students, faculty
and staff. That was represented
Sunday night.”
Reporters can be reached at
advocate@mnstate.edu

MSUM swim school
inching toward $1M
BY Tim Frie
Staff Writer

Lauren taute / the advocate

Sophomore Izzy Plankers teaches swimming lessons at the MSUM Swim School on Tuesday.

Greek life absent on campus
Students push to bring back fraternities
BY Kelsey Roseth
Staff Writer

It is no secret that MSUM’s
Greek life is unbalanced and
unconventional. Only two
sororities, Delta Zeta and
Gamma Phi Beta, are affiliated
with MSUM at the present
time. This leaves male students without the option of
furthering themselves through
the vast opportunities Greek
life can provide.
Yesterday, students and staff
spoke out about this issue at an
informational session regarding the lack of fraternities at
MSUM.
Greek life has not always
been one-sided on the MSUM
campus. In the past, the
nationally affiliated fraterni-

ties Phi Sigma Kappa, Tau
Kappa Epsilon and Sigma Tau
Gamma had local chapters
at MSUM.
In 2005, following the death
of a MSUM student, Phi
Sigma Kappa was involved
in negative press and withdrew themselves from university relations for a three year
period.
MSUM
student
Mark
Radcliffe is determined to
change this reputation. When
Radcliffe became interested in
Greek life, he was forced to
seek affiliation off of MSUM’s
campus.
He eventually joined Sigma
Chi, a nationally recognized
fraternity with a local chapter
based at NDSU. He has made

a pledge to Sigma Chi, but that
does not stop him from wanting to change what he calls the
“Hollywood Stereotype.”
For Radcliffe, membership
at Sigma Chi is not about partying.
“The word fraternity takes
on a whole different meaning,” Radcliffe said. Radcliffe
hoped to conquer this stereotype at yesterday’s information session advocating Greek
life’s return to MSUM.
“We (brothers at Sigma
Chi) care about where we
are going. We want to have a
solid future,” Radcliffe said.
Fraternities are nationally
known for their philanthropy
and community involvement.

green, back page

After 10 years of giving
lessons, the swim school at
MSUM is inching toward
earning $1 million.
The school has earned about
$970,000 so far, said head
swim coach Todd Peters. He
predicts that the million dollar
mark will be reached sometime around the new year.
Last year alone they raised
$180,000. All of the money
raised by the school goes to the
swimming team. The money
is used to cover expenses for
the school, paying assistant
coaches, equipment and scholarships.
Most of the response to the
school has been great, Peters
said.
“Nothing but positive
responses,” Peters said. “We
are very popular within the
Fargo-Moorhead community
and even to communities a
little further away. I think people like the smaller class sizes
here and that can draw people
to come here instead of going
somewhere else.”
Also, most of the instructors are education majors, not
swimmers.
“It is a great benefit for the
students to teach these kids,”
Peters said. “They get the
opportunity to teach kids in
a different setting than in the

classroom and I think it is a
great experience for them.”
The school offers swimming
and diving lessons along with
private lessons. Lessons range
from a half hour to an hour
and a half and cost from $40
to $65. During the school
year, the lessons run Monday
through Thursday and go
from 4:30-7 p.m.
“I think the times make it
convenient for the students to
teach them because we don’t
have them during breaks or
on weekends when they will
be going home,” Peters said.
People of all ages can register for lessons on campus.
Peters said they have given
lessons to babies as young as
three months to 78 year olds
and everything in between.
The swimming program
has benefited greatly from the
success of the swim school.
“The swim team would not
be as successful as it is without
the swim school,” Peters said.
“Maybe some of the younger
kids who take lessons from
us will become more involved
and interested in the sport
and one day swim for the
Dragons. Next year we will
have a diver on the team who
took diving lessons through
the school.”
Frie can be reached at
frieti@mnstate.edu
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Prairie Stewardship
sessions offered

A faith leadership dialogue called “Economics:
Climate Change and Climate
Stewardship” will be from
noon to 1 p.m. on Monday at
the NDSU Memorial Union
and Century Theater.
It will feature Dr. Stephen
DeCanio of UC Santa Barbara,
former economic advisor to
President Reagan. This event
is free and open to the public.
For more information, log onto
www.PrairieStewardship.org.

Night to fight malaria

Nothing But Nets is a campaign to help prevent malaria
across Africa.
Millions of people die each
year from malaria, but there’s
a simple, life-saving solution;
and all it takes is $10 to buy a
bed net, distribute it to a family and explain its use.
Sunday is a Nothing But
Nets Night event at the MSUM
men’s basketball game.

Nothing But Nets buttons
will be sold for $1.
They will also be selling
tickets to enter into a drawing.
Two people will be selected
from the drawing to participate at half time in a shoot out
for one minute. Prizes are also
included.

Wellness center
Thanksgiving hours

Tuesday, Nov. 24: 6 a.m. to 6
p.m (with no aerobics).
Wednesday, Nov. 25 6 a.m.
to 1 p.m. (with no aerobics).
Nov. 26-28 the Wellness
Center will be closed.
Sunday, Nov. 29 normal 210 p.m.

Battle of the Bands

MEISA is hosting a Battle of
the Bands on Saturday, Nov.
21 from 5-11 p.m. in the CMU
Underground. The event is
free and open to the public.
Come on by to hear some
great local music and cheer on
your friends!
Questions? E-mail us at
meisa@mnstate.edu.

Advocate meetings
for children
4 p.m. Mondays in Donations
We are tabling in MacLean
CMU 110
hall right across from the

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to its weekly meetings in The
Advocate office. Pick up an
application today and apply
to be a sports writer, staff
writer, cartoonist or photographer. Photographers meetings
are at 4:30 p.m.
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Dragon Stop for the God’s
Child Project (http://www.
gcpnc.org/). Anything helps
so come on! Give us school
supplies, medical supplies,
canned goods, money, clothing, whatever. We’ll be here
until Friday. Also each donation gets you a raffle ticket to
win prizes like iTunes gift cards
and MSUM merchandise. We
are having a concert Nov. 18
in the CMU Underground at
7 p.m. It costs $2 to get in and
qualifies you for a raffle ticket.
Bands playing are My Dear
Beatrice, The Fillers and Dusty
J. It’s for a great cause!

Pinocchio showing

“I want to be a real boy.”
Carved from a piece of pine
by a woodcarver named
Geppetto in a small Italian
village, the puppet Pinocchio
dreams of becoming a real
boy. Join us for this adventurous piece of physical theater,
complete with masks, clowning and child-like imagina-

tion, Saturday, Nov. 21 at 1
p.m. and again at 4 p.m. in
the Roland Dille Center for
the Arts Hansen Theatre. It’s
fun for the whole family. For
ticket information, please contact the MSUM Box Office at
218.477.2271.

MSUM Diversity Day

The MSUM Student Senate
Diversity Committee is hosting
a Diversity Day on Tuesday in
the CMU ballroom. All events
are free and open to the public.
At noon, a panel discussion
on “Contributions of Religious
Traditions to Contemporary
Society” will be held in the
CMU ballroom, section A. The
discussion will give insight
into the world’s largest religions.
A cultural skills and crafts
demonstration will take place
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
CMU main lounge. MSUM
student organizations will be
demonstrating their numerous talents and skills. Come
by to see and learn traditional
skills of our diverse students.
Naamijig will perform at 2
p.m. in the CMU ballroom.
Ojibwe for “The ones who
dance,” Naamijig is a family of Native American powwow dancers from the White
Earth Nation. As a family, they
showcase their beautiful regalia and dance skills and teach
us about the history of Native
American dance styles.
MSUM Biosciences Professor
Ellen Brisch will present a
talk on “Beyond Traditional
Gender: the Complexities of
Intersex” at 5 p.m. in the CMU
101. Gender is often stereotyped as being only female
or male. In reality, genetic sex
can cross these lines. Brisch
will cover the basics of genetic
sex determination, the role of
hormones and how changes in
this process can lead to intersex individuals.
Diversity Day is sponsored by MSUSA, MSUM
Philosophy Department and
the American Indian Student
Association.
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Teaching English
language learners

MSUM is hosting the second annual TEAM Work
Symposium: Teaching ELLS
with Academics in Mind on
Nov. 18 and 19. The theme
is “Pulling Together for
ELLS: Content and Language
Instruction.”
The conference begins at 8
a.m. Wednesday with registration and a continental breakfast.
The cost for the entire conference is $85, which includes
a continental breakfast both
mornings as well as lunches.
A student rate is also available
for interested college students.
One undergraduate or graduate credit is available for those
who attend the entire conference at an additional cost. An
assignment will be due after
the conference for participants
taking it for credit. Continuing
Education units are also available.
For more information or to
register go to the Web site

The

11.13 6 p.m.		
		
7 p.m.		

www.mnstate.edu/continue
or contact MSUM’s Continuing
Studies at 218.477.5862 or email contstdy@mnstate.edu.

Peer tutoring
deadline

The deadline for students
to request Peer Tutoring for
fall 2009 classes is Monday.
Peer Tutoring is located in
the Academic Resource Office
(ARO) in FR 151. For questions, contact the Peer Tutoring
Coordinator, Kathryn Estee, at
218.477.2247, or leave a message at the Peer Tutoring line,
218.477.4336.

Spring registration

Spring registration continues.
Log in to e-services to determine when your registration
window opens and make an
appointment with your advisor to receive your registration
access code. Bring a copy of
your DARS with you to your
appointment.

Hap

Swimming & Diving at
Concordia, Moorhead
Volleyball vs. Augustana College

11.14 10 a.m.		
4 p.m.		

Wrestling, Bison Open at NDSU
Volleyball vs. Wayne State

11.15 2 p.m.		
		
3 p.m.		
		

At the Planetarium,
Two Small Pieces of Glass
Men’s Basketball vs.
University of Mary

11.16 International Education Week
11:30 a.m.
Afternoon Delight, acoustic music
		
CMU Main Lounge
6 p.m.		
Women’s Basketball vs. Minot State
7 p.m.		
At the Planetarium,
		
Two Small Pieces of Glass
11.17 5 p.m.		
8 p.m.		

Wrestling at Sioux Falls
Camille Celluci, Weld Hall

11.18 Withdrawal Deadline - Second Half Term Classes
3:30-4:20 p.m. College Success Workshop:
		
Managing Stress, MA 171
7:30 p.m.
SnowFire, Glasrud Auditorium
11.19 All Day		
All Day		
3:30 p.m.

Music Industry Summit, Gaede Stage
Volleyball, NCAA Regionals
Emerging Leaders, CMU 227

11.20 All Day		
All Day		
All Day		
		
3 p.m.		
8 p.m.		
		

Music Industry Summit, Gaede Stage
Volleyball, NCAA Regionals
Women’s Basketball at
Hillsdale College
Men’s Basketball at St. Cloud
Green Tea with the Dirty Hurler
Concert, CMU Underground

11.21 All Day		
All Day		
All Day		
		
9 a.m.		
1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
4 p.m.		
		

Women’s Basketball at Truman State
Volleyball, NCAA Regionals
X-country, NCAA II Championships at
Evansville, Minn.
Wrestling at Concordia, Moorhead
Pinocchio, Hansen Theatre
Men’s Basketball at
St. Johns (St. Cloud)

11.22 4 p.m.		

Band, Glasrud Auditorium
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National “love” day spreads hope and inspiration
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

As college students, struggle is often at the center of our
schedules. Our minds are tangled with thoughts on how to
balance homework, jobs and
future planning, all while trying to maintain a decent social
life, good grades, a high selfesteem and self-image.
Many students have learned
to cope with everyday anxieties, but a portion of individuals
linger in hopelessness. These
negative considerations have
led people to resort to bodily
harm ranging anywhere from
cutting to overdosing in order
to steer away from everyday
internal pain. These are signs
of addiction and depression,
but worst of all, these are signs
of potential suicide.
With the anticipation of
removing these negative
thoughts, the organization To
Write Love on Her Arms was
established. TWLOHA was
developed in 2006 by creators
who wanted to share the sad
story of a friend who suffered
from low self-worth and relied
on addictives and cutting to
relieve herself.
TWLOHA is a non-profit
movement dedicated to presenting hope and finding help
for people struggling with
depression, addiction, selfinjury and suicide. It exists
to encourage, inform, inspire
and also to invest directly into
treatment and recovery, as
stated on their Web site.
Their initial goal was to
make this girl believe that her
life entailed better times and
a happy future. They started
selling t-shirts as a way to pay
for their friend’s treatment,
and also made a MySpace

page to network their dream.
On Her Arms Facebook group,
The creators had connec- feels this organization is sigtions to a couple big-name nificant and essential.
bands, one being Switchfoot,
“It is important to realize
and they were among the first there are people out there
to wear the TWLOHA t-shirts. who don’t ask for help,” Flack
The message not only applied said. “They are the silent
to the initial girl’s story, but majority. (Having a national
it was a story that represent- day) makes everyone think
ed the lives of
about
the
many individissues.”
If a large group
uals in need of
TWLOHA
focuses on it for
help.
one day, it causes a has already
Over
the
made a big
chain reaction
past couple
and brings awareness impact in the
years,
the
U.S.
Their
to everyone.
T W L O H A
nationally
Kyle Flack
o rg a n i z a t i o n
recognized
Sophomore
has been able
t-shirts have
to respond to
been a clothing
over 80,000 messages from must-have for people everypeople in 40 different coun- where. Their influence has
tries.
been spread across the nation
The group has learned about through fundraisers, donathe impact depression has on tions, word of mouth, benefits
people of all age, size, shape and online sales. A portion
and color.
of proceeds goes directly to
According to the World treatment and recovery proHealth Organization, 121 mil- grams. Since 2006, TWLOHA
lion people worldwide suffer has given nearly $500,000 to
from depression and 18 mil- treatment and recovery.
lion of these cases occur in
On TWLOHA day, people
the U.S. The unfortunate part, are given the opportunity to
and motivation for TWLOHA spread the hope and impact
to continue spreading their of this influential movement.
knowledge, is that two-thirds This can be done by writing
of those suffering from depres- “love” on your arm or joining
sion never seek treatment.
the Facebook group for sup“We believe that rescue is port.
possible, and are committed to
“If a large group focuses on
communicating hope to others it for one day, it causes a chain
who know the daily struggle reaction and brings awareness
of living in a broken world,” to everyone,” Flack said.
TWLOHA’s Web site said.
Tomorrow is national To
Write Love On Her Arms Day.
this marks a day of hope to all
individuals, whether suffering
or not.
Sophomore Kyle Flack, one
of over 700,000 people who
Nitschke can be reached at
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
have joined the To Write Love

“

Submitted Photo

Submitted Photo
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Advocate editorial board
Megan Nitschke
Editor

Michael Smith
Assistant Editor

Kimberly Ehrlich
Opinion Editor

Robberies cause
campus to react
quickly,
efficiently

Sunday night, MSUM felt the effects of a campus emergency and saw the steps Campus Security takes to keep
the campus safe.
Within minutes of the reported crime, a text message
was sent to approximately 4,000 students, faculty and
staff to inform them of the incident that was near campus. Two more text messages were sent out; one further
explaining and updating the situation and the other giving the “all clear” for campus.
Even though MSUM doesn’t experience a lot of dangerous situations, considering our campus and community
is fairly safe, there is still risk out there. Campus Security’s innovative and efficient texting system allowed for
immediate updates to keep the MSUM community “in
the loop.”
The MSUM administration continues to advise students
to sign up for the service, in case other instances near
or on campus come up. Make sure you and your friends
receive the texts—it’s worth it.
Those who didn’t receive the text messages were at a
disadvantage and also in possible danger.
It’s obvious that the college finds safety to be a main
priority. Even though the lockdown only kept people
from coming in and didn’t stop them from leaving
buildings, it expressed to those on campus that it’s not
recommended to be roaming the sidewalks.
In this instance, MSUM students can be reassured as to
how MSUM deals with situations like this, and that we
can be informed and safe.
Although there have been several signifigant occurances
of violence both on and off campus, MSUM seems to be
doing a good job of keeping its students safe.
As technology increases, so does the timeliness of communication. It’s good to see MSUM is keeping up with
that.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Conservatives misunderstood
Letter to the editor
This article is a response to Tony Mansourian’s
article “Come on Democrats” which was published in the Nov. 5, 2009 edition of The
Advocate. There are few things that disturb me
more than the excessive hatred expressed in
Mansourian’s remarks. The main business of
the article was to batter and insult Republicans
in a relentless display of the fear tactics that
seems to be unnervingly popular among the
media today. The second paragraph begins
with this statement: “Conservatives, of course,
are the traditional enemies of equality and
progress, basing their platforms solidly on
defending the interests of corporations at all
costs.” What is this disrespectful, misleading
attack on a group of people doing in the campus newspaper? The Advocate is supposed
to be filled with local events, student stories,
comics, practical advice and security reports
that we can all laugh about. It is a neutral, yet
respectable forum of free speech and open ears.
The Advocate should not be the dumping site
to throw all your hatred for someone at.
Imagine if we changed out the word conservatives for liberals in Mansourian’s claim that
“Conservative resistance to social progress is
an expected part of political life.” What would
the reaction be? And yet Republicans have
been bombarded on all sides. From President
Obama’s inaugural speech—“On this day, we
gather because we have chosen hope over fear,
unity of purpose over conflict and discord”—to
Mansourian’s article—“it comes as no surprise
that they [conservatives] oppose health care
reform,” the language is brutal and insulting.
I’m sure most objective readers are now logically thinking that both sides are guilty, that the
Republicans likewise tear down the Democrats
at every turn. However, the unfortunate surprise is that in this case it truly seems to be
the fabled one-sided fight. As a Republican
on campus, I personally have been mocked,
ignored, hated, gossiped about, yelled at and
even physically threatened, all for my political
beliefs. I have not called the Democratic Party
the enemy of progress or a political stumbling
block. Openly, as is my right, I have opposed
the leaders of the Democratic Party and I’ve

even insulted most of them because of things
they have done. Great as my dislike for political leaders might be, those who call themselves
Democrats are still people in my book. Most of
my friends are Democrats, and I wish them all
the best. I have disagreed with opinions, stated
my own, and been punished for it.
Throughout history, there is always the
minority that is blamed for all of society’s
problems. They are mocked, beaten down,
ignored and often silenced. The United States
is supposed to be a place where the scapegoat
doesn’t exist, yet here we stand today, berating
nearly fifty percent of the population.
A common thing to hear during political season is “I respect you,” or “I respect your opinion.” What has begun to replace these affirmations of diversity is now, “I respect your right
to an opinion.” Often times even this understanding is insincere. Shocking and appalling
as it is, society no longer seems to tolerate any
opinion except that of the majority. We agree
with everyone, but only as long as they share
all of our ideals. Perhaps this is why my ethics
class was unable to agree upon a definition of
“respect” within an hour of discussion.
This is not a helpless cry for pity. It is the
voice of an American citizen enraged by the
unfair treatment that contributing members
of society have been given. Republicans are
people too. They have rights that must be
respected. And so, I beg of all you readers, the
next generation rising to power, to put aside
your own hate for whoever you disagree with.
Though I say this to both Republicans and
Democrats, I emphasize it more to the later.
Unfair, you say? Perhaps it is. Now are you
going to hate me for it, or did you actually read
this article?
By the way, Republicans want health care
reform, too. We just disagree on how it should
be reformed.

Alex Welgraven
Senior

Lead by example
Letter to the editor
Columnist Tony Mansourian claims in his
mockery of an editorial “Come on Democrats,”
that “now is not the time for bipartisanship
and subtle politicking.” Really? Is that why
the column is filled to the brim with anticonservative rhetoric and poorly conceived
insults? I expected the typical amount of
hypocrisy from the aforementioned writing,
but seeing such conflicting statements made
mere sentences apart and in such abysmal
form was quite disappointing.
Here’s an idea, genius: Lead by example.
If you want to usher in a political era where
everyone is holding hands and singing along
to your (dimwitted) tune, perhaps the best
way to start is not to alienate half the nation
by calling them “enemies of equality and
progress.”
In other news, health care reform has not
been deadlocked because of cheap party politics, conservatism or Blue Dog Democrats.
Perhaps it’s because the majority of Americans
don’t want Pelosi’s inflated health care bill.
Perhaps it’s because 66 percent of Americans
realize that competition, not government
involvement, is the answer to our heath care
woes. Perhaps it’s deadlocked because the
American people are quite wary of blowing
$1.2 trillion during one of the worst economic
meltdowns in our nation’s history.

Speaking of economies, you want to “combat the lingering ghost of Reagan?” Surely
you don’t mean President Ronald Reagan, the
man responsible for the largest (non-wartime)
economic growth in American history and
the creation of, count ‘em, 35 million jobs.
Meanwhile, your wonder-child president is
currently sitting on 10 percent unemployment, which hasn’t happened since 1983. I say
“sitting,” because all his bright ideas to fix the
economy have only served to make the problem worse. Awesome.
Also, please consider paying attention to
the current political state of affairs before
you shoot off several more paragraphs of
reckless blathering. You state that the current
political varsity team in America is the result
of a “resounding rejection” of conservatism.
Yet mere days ago, a resounding rejection of
Obama-era “tax-spend-tax” politics occurred,
when states that Democrats proudly carried to
glorious victory in 2008 went red with stunning decisiveness.
The voices of the people truly are quite
“clear,” Mr. Mansourian. Perhaps you just
aren’t paying attention.

Alexander Holmquist
Sophomore
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Racism not justified by Fort Hood
After last week’s shooting at
Fort Hood allegedly by Maj.
Malik Nidal Hasan, many
online forums and bloggers
have been saying things like,
“I’m not sure I’d feel comfortable serving in combat with a
Muslim when our job is to kill
Muslims.” These bloggers argue
that if we are fighting Muslims,
we shouldn’t have Muslims in
the military. This misperception
is scary and wrong!
First, we are not fighting
Muslims. To say we are fighting Muslims strengthens the

During
World War
Tim Stulken
II, the United
States developed internColumnist
ment camps
for JapaneseAmericans
because we
terrorists’ claims that we are in were afraid of the Japanese.
a religious “holy war.” We are This uprooted many Americans
not in a religious war. We are who had grown up in the U.S.
not fighting a people, group or and placed them in prison-like
religion, but terrorism in gen- camps. The logic behind this
eral. We are in a war against process was the same as the
terrorism. Period.
logic behind those who say we

should not allow Muslims into
the military. If we are fighting
them they shouldn’t be in our
country or in our military.
The problem with this logic,
however, is that it is wrong to
assume all members of a people
group are dangerous because
one of them is.
Remember
Timothy
McVeigh? He was a gun enthusiast, a white supremacist, a
republican and a member of the
NRA. He was also a U.S. Army
veteran. Should we not, if we
are to ban all Muslims from

the military, ban all NRA members because sometimes NRA
members are terroristic white
supremacists? The answer to
this question seems obvious to
me.
I thought we had learned
our mistake during World
War II with the imprisonment
of 120,000 Americans who we
deemed a threat to national
security. I am sad to see that I
might have been mistaken.
Racism rage? E-mail Stulken at
stulketi@mnstate.edu

Miss Scorch
Dear Miss Scorch,

My younger high-school-aged brother has been having
sex without protection. How can I convince him that protection is important?
Concerned Brother

First of all, way to be a terrible sibling.
My first question is this: how exactly do you know there’s
been no protection involved? Perhaps your brother is, in fact,
using the time-honored and reliable “pull out” method of birth
control. If that’s the case then he should be applauded for his
quick thinking and effective method of keeping the half-baby
swimmers out of his woman’s passage of life.
And what exactly is your concern if he wasn’t actually protecting himself? That he’ll get an STD? Psssh. He’ll be the talk of
the town if he does. How cool would people think you were if
they knew you had gonorrhea? Really cool, that’s what.
If you’re worried what would happen if he impregnated his
lover, then don’t! Think about it, you’ll have a little niece or
nephew to shower with gifts and some generic ball game with.
I mean, can’t you see the positive there?
And honestly, don’t worry about this. Your parents will ultimately have to deal with it. And think about it, if your brother
has to drop out of school to try to work to support his pregnant
teen girlfriend, nothing you do will be able to compare! You can
make all the stupid mistakes you want, and your parents will
always think you’re better.
So stop focusing on the negative, Concerned, and think about
how awkward and lame it would be for you to sit your brother
down and patiently and clearly explain to just use a damn condom.
Miss Scorch

Illustration by Tate Mlady / The Advocate

Dear Concerned,

Election information needed
I’ve recently heard complaints about the students not
caring about the election. It
should be clear students do not
grasp the scope of the issues
at hand, and they simply do
not have a reason to vote.
However, I would like to ask
the question: Whose fault is
this? Some blame the students
for being ignorant, while others blame the school.
It is important to discuss
MSUM’s role in the election.
MSUM is owned by the state,
and as a result, is unable to
directly participate. If MSUM
were to participate, they would
naturally push for the candidate most for funding the
schools. This would clearly
lead to legal issues, and thus,
MSUM is left out of the polls.
So it really is up to the student body to voice their opin-

Chris Swanson
Columnist

ion, and to become informed
on the issue. However, two
main issues come up from
this:
First, students do not have
the proper outlet to voice their
opinions. The only reasonable
resources available are the The
Advocate, various clubs and
social institutions. Second, students do not have the ability
to get informed on the issue.
Unless a student goes out of
their way to get involved in
politics, they are simply not
going to care, and will not
vote.
While MSUM can not

directly participate in the
elections, they can most
certainly create a tool giving students a chance to
meaningfully inform others of the issues going on
within the school.
The most important thing to
note is that whatever option
is selected, it should inform
the student while not interfering with their daily life. The
information should also be
presented in a quick and concise manner, while also giving
the student a location on where
they can get more information.
I firmly believe that if a means
of representation were introduced at MSUM, the students
would choose to take action.
Looking for your voter voice?
E-mail Swanson at Swansonch@
mnstate.edu

Need Advice? Write to Miss Scorch!
Puzzled about life? Want help with a dilemma?
Having a hard time finding good advice?

Submit your issue to Miss Scorch, and see how we can help you.
e-mail your problems to Advocate@mnstate.edu
Illustration by Jacob Christenson / The Advocate

A&E

Page 6, The Advocate

Thursday, Nov. 12, 2009

Swing into fun every Tuesday night
BY BIN VALENTINE
Staff Writer

Walking into a session of
“Fargo Swings!” is like walking into a bumping dance
club back in the ‘40s. The
wide-open hardwood dance
floor accentuated by the
velvety dark curtains and
soft lighting radiates class.
Blasting syncopated rhythms
of jazz and rock across the
vintage, pillar-supported
room, founder, owner and
manager John Noone, a.k.a.
“Johnny Fargo,” brings the
noise for all who wish to
swing the night away.
“I wanted a place to go
swing dancing,” Noone said,
who’s decked out with a
fedora and swing dancing
shoes. “But there just wasn’t
anywhere that had it. So, I
wanted to start it.”
It caught on.
Now, after a decade of
being in business, attendance
hits over 100 people every
Tuesday night. More than
half are college students,
many are in their late ‘20s
and early ‘30s, and some in
their ‘50s show up to show
the whippersnappers how
it’s done.
“I always thought swing
dancing looked fun,” NDSU
freshman Meghan Syrstad
said. “This is only my first
time here, but I think it’s
really cool.”
“Fargo Swings!” opens
the evening with a swing
dance lesson for everyone
who wants to learn and then
opens up the floor for everyone to swing away.

abby paul / the advocate

Harrison Dotson laughs as he dances with Lisa Langseth during open swing at “Fargo Swings!” Tuesday Nov. 4. Over 100 people attend
every Tuesday night.

“It’s a really unique experience,” NDSU senior Aaron
Feickert said. “I’ve been
swing dancing for seven
years and there’s really
nowhere else to go dancing
for fun.”
“Fargo Swings!” is held
at the Avalon at 613 First
Aveune North in downtown
Fargo on Tuesday nights.
Admission is $7 per person
or $5 with a student ID and
goes from 8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
One doesn’t need a partner

to dance and there’s no need
to sign-up either.
“I think people are surprised,” Noone said. “You
don’t need to have a partner
to dance. Everyone comes to
dance so you’ll always have
a partner. It’s like a swing
dance party with a lesson
before it.”
Live bands with full jazz
sections come play once a
month for “Fargo Swings!”
as well. Attendance shoots
above
150
people
on

those days.
“It’s really nice that Fargo
has this,” Feickert said.
“Bigger cities have clubs
like these, and I’m glad John
spear-headed this. It really
puts Fargo on a higher cultural plateau in the Midwest.”
There’s no end in sight for
“Fargo Swings!” and Noone
aims to do even more with
his swing dance club.
“I don’t just use this as a
social club, I also support
jazz life, music and perform-

ing arts in the community,”
Noone said.
With the high attendance
count at every meeting and
the contagious smiles of those
whirling to the music, “Fargo
Swings!” won’t be swinging
away anytime soon.
For more information, call
Noone at 701.306.9681, e-mail
him at www.fargoswings.
com or check out “Fargo
Swings!” on Facebook.
Valentine can be reached
at valentbi@mnstate.edu

Student Submitted Work

Religion we, I, you believe
By Suman Paudel

Shows at 7pm
every 1st, 3rd
and 5th
Thursday of
the month at
Babb’s Coffee
House located
on Main and
Broadway in
downtown
Fargo.

2

admissions for

Coupon expires
Dec 31, 2009

$

5

“All that are is the result of what we have
thought. The mind is everything. What we
think we become,” as said in Buddhism.
“Hell has three gates; lust, anger and greed,”
as said in Hinduism. “Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you,” as said in
the Bible (Matthew 7:7). “A good word is like
a good tree whose root is firmly fixed and
whose top is in the sky,” as said in the Quran.
And they are all true and right. It’s good to
talk about it, it’s wise to believe in it and so
on; the way you want to acknowledge yourself. I have never been part of any religion
but when I want some moral lessons, I read
different quotes and verses from different
holy books.
When people say it’s my and only my religion, give me break. Imagine asking a quote
from any religion to someone who has never
been a part of that religion. Most probably
they would end up saying, “I don’t know
or maybe the Bible or Quran or Buddhism.”
And isn’t its funny when people say I don’t
believe in any religion, neither in God they
are also the ones who often say, “Oh my god”
and “Oh God, please help me.” Yeah, I can
understand it has become more or less like
fashion to those words, but let there be real
trouble and they will say it from their heart.

From my perspective, we are civilized enough
not to say it’s my and only my religion.
I have learned a lot of religious or holy
books from different cultures and religions,
but I don’t find Jesus saying that I am the
supreme Lord nor did Buddha say that.
Again, from my perspective, maybe they
came to earth in different faces for different
people who had different ways of understanding or maybe it’s the society that made
them aware of our future and they taught us
some morals. But still, no matter what religion, they all talk about sins, heaven, hell,
spirit, love and so on. Maybe you know more
than I do.
No matter where I go, whether it be a
temple of Hindu, Christian or Buddhist, they
all want to do good things, they learn the
same lesson just different languages. One
thing here is mystery and it’s how our society
and culture has evolved. I want to be a good
person with good thinking like everybody
else, so I read holy books from any religion,
it doesn’t matter which one I read, extracting the points and morals that will get me
the same answer. And yes, during this entire
reading something may not make sense, but
there is no principle to understand, all these
religions are one sense.
So, what are you thinking of reading?

A&E
How to avoid those
Thursday, Nov. 12, 2009

awkward situations
BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor

Ever get stuck in a situation that you know is going
to deflate like a balloon? If
you thought you left those
awkward moments back in
high school, think again.
They stick, following us
around like static in winter.
As much as we hate embarrassing moments, they do
make life a little more interesting.
I find myself tripping constantly. When I walk to class
and accidentally fall on my
face, I would like to blame
the floor or steps for moving, because admitting I can’t
pick up my feet is embarrassing. Seeing other people
trip, sadly enough, makes me
smile, but still doesn’t clear
a tomato red face when it
happens.
Constantly tripping has
taught me just to laugh.
Laughter is the best cure for
just about anything. Though
I may look like an idiot for
not picking up my feet, I feel
a slight joy surface knowing
that I can laugh at my own
awkwardness.
When moments similar
to this happen to you and
you laugh, it shows confidence. Laughing shows that
you don’t care if people
saw you trip and fall and it
also reveals a good sense of
humor, a quality everyone
will envy.
Food stuck in your teeth?
It’s not really something to
envy, especially if the opposite sex has noticed, which
then makes this even more
humiliating. There’s nothing
quite like walking around all
day with a smile on your face
and a black spice or spinach
stuck in your two front teeth.
It’s even worse when you get
home and notice the remains
of lunch staring back at you.
How mortifying. Why didn’t
someone tell you? Well, people don’t seem to be able to
rack up enough courage to
let you know.
Learning from experience is more powerful than

people telling you what to
do and what not to do. But
there are always exceptions
to the rules. There are many
options to check your teeth.
Depending
on who you
are eating with, ask them.
Another option is to pull out
a mirror; friends may even
want to borrow it! You can
also always go to the bathroom and check.
Awkward moments are
everywhere. The most awkward of them all is silence.
For instance you’re at a bar,
looking pretty good and the
opposite sex approaches.
Ten minutes later you feel
the conversation coming to
a dead end. Scraping your
brain for something to say
you come up with nothing
and silence. Things become
awkward, very awkward.
Interacting with people can
turn out to be a very competitive game of “you talk first.”
This feeling is similar to that
of a naked dream, standing
unclothed in front of people.
To avoid this you might want
to take some precautions.
When the person you are
pursuing, and wanting to
impress, finishes up their
sentence, respond. If all you
can say is “Really?” and
think “Crap, I got nothing,
he/she’s gonna see me sweat
and know I’m a hopeless
loser who will be lonely the
rest of my life,” then you
might screw things up.
To act suave, take some
things into consideration,
use what we learned in grade
school. Ask the five W’s plus
one H. Who, what, where,
when, why and how. Just be
sure to remember the subject. Later you can recuperate
with a good story and leave
them to the questioning.
If all else fails, we are able
to go home, call our friends
and tell them every detail.
They will break out in roars
of laugher, and we will join
in. What’s the point in enjoying life if you can’t laugh at
yourself?
George can be reached
at georgean@mnstate.edu

Is Aerosmith finished?
BY EVAN WICKER
Staff Writer

Steve Tyler Perry has left
the band, ladies and gentlemen.
Joe Perry and his band
mates have officially started
looking for a new front man.
This is coming after Tyler
fell off stage in South Dakota
in August, breaking his
shoulder, forcing the band to
cancel their North American
tour. Since a few public
appearances, Tyler decided
he would like to pursue a
solo career.
But this is not their first
break-up.

It is the epitome of rock for
the lead guitarist to quarrel
with the lead vocalist. In
1979, Perry was the one to
walk away and pursue his
career. After a five-year hiatus, Aerosmith came back; a
little more sober this time.
Granted, Aerosmith has
not been on the radar for the
past eight years, fans should
not be worried.
“As long as we’re still
kicking, it’s not over. We’ll
probably get bored and come
back,” Perry said.
Wicker can be reached
at wickerev@mnstate.edu
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Exhibition games end in defeat

Men’s basketball loses to NDSU Bison, 88-71, and U of M Gophers, 98-49 in exhibitions
BY ROSS TORGERSON
Staff Writer

The opening of the Dragons
men’s basketball season got off
to a slow start as they fell to
cross-town rival NDSU 88-71.
This was the first of two
exhibition games the Dragons
will play this season. The
Dragons lost the second, 98-49,
Monday against University of
Minnesota. Both the Bison and
the Gophers participated in the
NCAA Tournament last year
but were knocked out in opening round action.
Going into the game,
Dragons head coach Stu Engen
wanted to see what he could
get out of his freshmen post
players Alex Novak and Eric
Olson. He liked what he saw.
“I had two concerns going
into this game and our young
post players were one of them,”
Engen said. “I feel pretty good
about our young guys after
this game.”
After MSUM graduates
Xavier Reed and Justyn Burgess
led the Dragons last season in
rebounding with 91 and 90,
it is clear why Engen emphasizes rebounding from his lowpost men this season. Neither
player is unusually tall for his
position, yet they still led the
the Dragons in rebounding.
Novak and Olson led the
way for the Dragons with

16 combined rebounds. Jake
Driscoll led the Dragons in
scoring with 17 points on 6-15
from the field.
After shooting a dismal 38
percent in the first half, the
Dragons came out firing in the
second half shooting an even
50 percent.
“We did a great job of taking
care of the ball in the second
half,” Engen said.
The Dragons turned the
ball over 12 times during this
year’s Bison game after turning it over 31 times against the
team last season.
Freshman transfer student
Jordan May showed potential, as did transfer Dennis
Williamson. May went 4-8 from
the field and finished with 10
points, as did Williamson.
The Dragons did not receive
much offense from key contributors last season such as
Andrew VanHavermaet and
Xavier Reed, but Engen is not
worried. He thinks that they
will be in form in time for the
start of the regular season.
Engen has something this
year that he didn’t have last
year: balance. And that is cause
for excitement as the season
gets under way.
Torgerson can be reached
at torgerro@mnstate.edu
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MSUM’s Jake Driscoll fights past Bison defense during the Nov. 4 game at NDSU. The Dragons lost
71-88.
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Rugby plays in dresses
Dragons host NDSU, UND and Concordia in end-of-season tournament

The Advocate

BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

The Dragon women’s rugby
club team, the Hummerz,
hosted UND, NDSU and
Concordia in an MSUM tournament Saturday at Nemzek.
The women who competed
in the tournament competed
in prom dresses. The prom
dress tournament is an annual
event to celebrate the end of
the season.
Junior Ameilia Curtiss said
the tournament is a fun way to
close up the season.
“It’s the only tournament
that we have and it’s held
every fall at the end of the
season,” Curtiss said. “Our
team has been doing it for six
years.”
The women’s rugby team
is a club sport that has a less
intense practice schedule
than a varsity team. The team
recruits anyone with interest in the sport and does not
require its athletes to have any
prior experience.
“I signed up for the club
at the sidewalk cafe the first
week of school my freshmen
year,” Curtiss said. “I had a
guy friend who played so I
joined the woman’s team.”
Curtiss said she enjoys playing on the rugby team for
multiple reasons.
“I would say the best thing
is gaining 20 new best friends,
learning a new sport, exercising, and the fact that rugby
offers more flexibility than a
school sport but still gives you
some commitment and structure,” Curtiss said. “Meeting
new people at every tournament all over the U.S. who all
have something in common
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Senior Liz Jagol competes with the women’s rugby team against NDSU, Concordia, and UND in a
tournament Saturday. As part of an annual tradition, the players wear prom dresses.

with you is also cool, but the
one best thing about being on
the team is having fun with
who I consider my family. We
all have each other’s backs in
all situations.”
The team closed its season

Women lose to Bison
BY ROSS TORGERSON
Staff Writer

The Dragons women’s basketball team battled the Bison
in the first half of their game,
but could not keep up as they
saw NDSU pull away in the
second half to take down the
Dragons 78-66.
The Dragons had a great
effort from Alison NashGerlach as she went 7-16 from
the field and finished the game
with 21 points.
Angie Jetvig and Kaycee
Charette finished in double
figures for the Dragons. Jetvig
finished with 14 points and
Charette with 10.
NDSU guard Inger Hodgson
single-handedly carried the
Bison with her five three
pointers and her team-leading
21 points.
The Dragons were without
their experienced point guard
Krista Opheim, who is out
after a surgery earlier this year.
She is, however, expected to
be ready to play at the start of

ure
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the regular season, but may be
limited in her duties.
In the meantime, the
Dragons will lean on young
freshman guard Charette for
the point guard position.
Head coach Karla Nelson
was pleased with the performance of her young players
against a tough Bison team.
“Our freshmen came in and
did a great job,” Nelson said.
“We received really good production from our bench play,
which is mostly freshman as
well.”
Another key component to
the team this season will be
Meghan Rettke, who was limited against the Bison as she is
coming off of an injury. Rettke
finished with six points and
two rebounds in 24 minutes.
The Dragons begin regular
season play 6 p.m. Monday at
Nemzek against Minot State.

Torgerson can be reached
at torgerro@mnstate.edu

Saturday, but next year the
team hopes to be better and
stronger than before. Curtiss
encouraged others to join the
team next year.
“Join the team if you want
to learn a new sport, exercise,
meet new amazing people and
to have the time of your life,”
Curtiss said. “Watching games
is almost as much fun as playing, people tackling other people, passing and kicking. Its
intense and the crowd usually
gets pretty involved.”

Despite rugby’s relatively
small following in the U.S.,
MSUM’s team seems to have
taken a foothold on campus.
“Rugby is way more popular all over the world,” Curtiss
said. “We have a little part
of all the tradition here in
Moorhead and Fargo. It’s
really amazing to be a part
of something so much bigger
then myself.”
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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The great debate: Mac vs. PC
BY DAVID DIEBEL
Staff Writer

There are some decisions
in life people feel passionate
about: chocolate or vanilla,
paper or plastic, Pepsi or
Coke. One such decision is
picking sides in the ongoing
battle between Mac and PC.
Over 90 percent of college
students own a computer and
almost all use a computer at
some point throughout their
day. Choosing a product from
Apple or Microsoft isn’t just
picking a brand. Computers
have been infused into so
many aspects of daily life
that selecting a computer
has become a very personal
choice.
MSUM
juniors
Sally
Winther and Sarah Palm have
made their decisions.
“I’m a PC,” Winther said.
“And I’m a Mac because
I’m a film major,” Palm said.
MSUM Mac systems administrator Bill Scheffler says
what students chose does
depend on what they do.
“Typically Macs are used in
the creative areas at MSUM
such as the Center for the
Arts, whereas places like the
science labs and the Center
for Business utilizes more
PCs,” Scheffler said.
About two-thirds of the
computers at MSUM are PCs,
while a third are Macs.
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Construction students find
success in competition
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Assistant Editor

lauren / the advocate

MSUM’s computer labs include Macs and PCs for student use.

“It’s getting harder to
notice which type of computer you’re using,” Scheffler
said. “Mac runs Office and
even Windows if you want it
to. The line between Mac and
PC is getting less clear.”
While major differences
between Mac and PC are
somewhat diminished, most
students are still dead set on
one or the other.
“I’ve always been used to
PCs,” MSUM junior Kristeen
Erickson said. “I think more
people use PCs because Macs
are so expensive.
People
don’t want to spend their
hard-earned money on buying a Mac. People have more
choices with PCs too; lots of
shapes and sizes.”
While the difference in

price is undeniable, with the
cheapest Mac laptop starting
at $999, some college students
say it’s a small price to pay
for owning one of Apple’s
sleek machines.
“I love my Mac,” junior
Andrew Jason said. “I don’t
have to worry about viruses.
It starts up in about 20 seconds, and is just easier to use.
The extra cost is totally worth
not having the frustration of
having a PC in your life.”
Microsoft and Apple have
recently released new operating systems. While Apple’s
“Snow Leopard” simply
streamlines their immensely
successful
Leopard
OS, Microsoft has again
completely revamped

computer, back page

Even though it was filled
with tricks and treats, this was
not an average Halloween
weekend for six MSUM seniors
in the construction management program. While competing in the commercial division
of the Associated Schools of
Construction Competition, the
students had to work through
obstacles and ended up being
rewarded in the end.
“(The competition) is everything combined from what we
are going to school for,” senior
Jesse Turner said. “They give
you a set of plans from an
architect, and we are supposed
to provide the owner with a
bid amount based on those
plans and specs. ”
This is an annual competition. Last year MSUM took
first with its “Heavy Highway”
team. However, this is the only
time MSUM has placed in the
commercial division.
The work begins weeks
before the doors of the competition open, with each group
preparing a pre-packet for
judging before any new specifics are given. After the specifications are handed out at 6
a.m. “they basically have allday, until midnight to com-

plete the bit, ” said MSUM
construction management professor Ken Bertolini.
The groups then have to
put together a presentation for
a panel of judges filled with
prominent figures in the industry. Each group is judged on
their pre-packet packet about
competition problem and their
presentation of that problem.
The project MSUM tackled
in this competition was “a
39,000 square foot three-story
office building,” senior Corey
Bronczyk said.
This was the first year these
particular students have participated in the contest but
each felt prepared because
“every different aspect of the
problem was related back to
something that we’ve had in
our coursework before,” senior
Ryan Klick said.
MSUM took third out of
nine teams in the fourth region
commercial division.
“None of the people on
our team have ever done this
before, so we went in kind of
shaky,” Klick said. “Some of
these team were sending guys
back for their third and fourth
times. So us placing made us
excited.”
Smith can be reached at
smithmi@mnstate.edu

Tri-college group hosts annual philosophy conference
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

Saturday is the 2nd Annual
Red River Undergraduate
Philosophy Conference. This
event will feature numerous individuals who have
written philosophy papers
either for class or on their
own time.
Presentations begin at 9
a.m. and run until 3 p.m. This
is a public event, so anyone

is welcome to attend.
Speakers will give a 20minute presentation on their
paper to a moderator, which
in most cases will be a philosophy teacher, and any
attendees.
After each presentation,
there will be a 10 minute feedback portion, said
Adam Hasbargen, MSUM
representative and vice
president of the Tri-College
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philosophy group.
At 1:15 p.m. there will
be a keynote speech by Jeff
Johnson. Johnson is an assistant professor of philosophy
at Saint Catherine University
and will be speaking about
problems that arise in the
philosophy of language and
in the philosophy of mind,
and with problems of skepticism.
Hasbargen
encourages

people to attend and feels
strong about the Phi Sigma
Tau chapter within the Tricolleges.
“It started as a way to
bring more awareness too
philosophy and its influence
on society,” Hasbargen said.
“A lot of students want to
go on to grad school, and
you need to be able to form
papers in a way they can be
presented.”

The event will take place
in the Memorial Union at
NDSU.
“This tri-college group
wants to bring this to
the public and give more
opportunities
to
those
interested in philosophy,”
Hasbargen said.
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
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Event raises suicide awareness
BY ANDREW JASON
Staff Writer

According to the American
Association for Suicidology,
there are more than 30,000
suicides annually. Lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender
and questioning youth are
more likely to attempt suicide than other group.
A show of support for the
LGBTQ community will take
place will take place from
7-10 p.m. on Friday at the
Red Raven espresso parlor
located at 14 Roberts ST. N.,
Fargo.
This event will include
live music, a poetry read-

ing, stories of coming out
and information for anybody
seeking information about
suicide prevention. It is free
and open to the public.
A group from the communities and organizations
social work class, in sponsorship with Firstlink—a
local organization dedicated
to identifying and accessing
community resources—is
putting on the event.
“This event is to show support for (LGBTQ), especially for high schoolers,” said
Shannon Bacon, a member
of the group and the training
and educating coordinator

for Firstlink.
The event will feature music
from Eden Parker, Fancy
That and Sarah Piersol, who
will also be talking about her
experience coming out.
The event is to highlight
the problem of youth suicide,
especially among LGBTQ
teens and young adults. Many
issues contribute to the high
suicide rate of LGBTQ youth,
but according to Bacon, the
largest is the lack of support.
“It’s not being gay that
makes someone suicidal it’s
the lack of social support,”
Bacon said.
Youth that feel suicidal

have a place to turn to, such
as church, parents or friends.
However, many LGBTQ
youth are unable to turn
towards these and have no
place to go.
This is why the main point
of the event is to make the
suicide prevention hotline
and other resources more
known to those that need
them.
“If someone is feeling suicidal, call the hotline or talk
to someone you trust,” Bacon
said.
Bacon wants it to be known
that there is support out there
for those that need it.

Anybody thinking about
suicide can call Firstlink’s 24hour hotline at 2.1.1 or the
suicide hotline at 1.800.273.
TALK. Information and other
resources can be found at
Firstlink’s Web site www.
myfirstlink.org.
“This event shows that
support is available in our
community,” Bacon said.
Anybody with questions
about the event can e-mail
Sarah Morris at morrissa@
mnstate.edu.
Jason can be reached at
jasonan@mnstate.edu

Mark Strand answers The Advocate’s questions
Mass communications to connect with graphic communications

Q&
A

always be graphic communications courses. We don’t want to
destroy any of the good stuff
that we’ve got we just want to
make it work administratively.

BY MICHAEL SMITH
Assistant Editor

Is this a merging of mass
communcations and graphic
communcations?
If graphic communications
were to be associated with our
department they would still be
their own program, their own
major and they would have
their own rubric. There would

Is it absolutely going to
happen?
We don’t know for certain
that this is going to happen
but we know that we are going
to be sharing some secretarial
help. For example, computer
science’s secretary will also do
the work for the technology
department, so the logical conclusion is maybe they should
be together anyway. Our secretary Deb Hval, will be doing
work for graphic communications. So, the idea is that
we become associated. I say

submitted photo

November

Silverado

13th:

association because it is not a
complete merger idea.
On the simplest level, will
the association just be secretarial work?
There is no question that the
secretarial sharing will happen,
simply because we have to.
Other secretaries have retired
or taken other jobs and we
can’t replace them. I think we
lost three secretaries in our college due to various reasons.
As a school, this has come
up in talks before. Is it more
likely to happen this time?
I think it is almost inevitable
that some sort of change will
take place here.
What are some of the hardships of a decision like this?
It gets complicated with
graphic
communications
because they have also talked
about the relationship they can
have with media arts programs
like music industry and film
studies. They could still do
programs that cross boundaries, so if someone wanted to
work between music industry
and graphic communication
that should be possible.
What are some of the possible downfalls?
The downside is that if
people start tampering with

the curriculum before they see
what they’ve really got. We also
have the problem that I think
people in graphic communications are rightfully suspicious
of departments like ours that
don’t understand technology
or don’t care to.
What major will be affected
more in the long run?
This is going to sound
strange coming from me, but
I’m all about graphic communications being strong. Graphic
communications is able to
change their program more
easily and quickly than we can.
With eleven people (full-time
faculty) they all have to agree,
while the two full-time faculty
members in graphic communications can agree and figure
something out rather quickly.
In the future I hope that graphic communications can retain
lots of its individuality, with
very little tampering coming
from out side of it.

Where is graphic communication now and where is
it going to go; also, will any
other disciplines be affected?
We are all in the college of
business right now. Graphic
communications is now inside
of the department of technology. The idea is that csis might
end up in the department of
technology just as graphic communication will end up over
here in mass communication.
Is there anything else you
would like to add?
We have great potential here;
I mean there is a strong connection. I keep calling these programs cousins but their identity as distinct modules is important. I think we will resolve this
picture that is so murky right
now, probably quicker than we
realize, I would guess within
a year.
Smith can be reached at
smithmi@mnstate.edu

TANNING SALONS
2 LOCATIONS
1617 32ND Ave S

800 Holiday Mall Dr

(Across from Hair Success)

(Next to Little Caesar’s)

Fargo, ND
(701) 232-5433

Moorhead, MN
(218) 227-0652

20% OFF
any package

(Not valid with any other discounted packages)

Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com

Mon – Thurs 8am – 11pm
Saturday 8am – 7pm

Friday 8am – 9pm
Sunday 12n – 8pm
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For example, last year, Sigma
Chi won “Fill the Dome,” a
local canned good contest.
They were able to receive
16,000 donated items over the
course of two nights.
Radcliffe has met people
from all walks of life, not
just people who have similar
majors or interests.
“Through Sigma Chi, I have
met some of the greatest people in my life,” Radcliffe said.
Radcliffe spoke at an information session advocating the
importance of bringing fraternities back to MSUM.
Jane Pettinger, an adjunct
instructor at MSUM, stresses
how important her Greek life
involvement was as an undergraduate. She is now actively involved in the sorority
Gamma Phi Beta, along with
being a full-time mother, Girl
Scout leader and member of
the Fargo Lions Club and the
Civil Service Commission.
Though it may seem like a
lot of responsibility, Pettinger
said, “It takes a community
to make sure the community is healthy. We need to
be involved beyond our own
small circle.”
Pettinger ’s
experience
taught her skills to function successfully in “the real
world.” Sorority meetings
at Gamma Phi Beta taught
her how to run a successful
meeting, a skill which she
uses frequently. More impor-

tantly, her Greek experience
taught her how to get along
with everyone.
“You have to learn to get
along,” Pettinger said.
Fraternities have the option
to return to the MSUM campus. Becky Boyle Jones, assistant director of campus activities, said two national fraternities are interested in expanding here.
Also, Phi Sigma Kappa’s
three year revocation period
is over, leaving the option for
them to return to MSUM. Male
students who wish to revitalize MSUM’s Greek life would
be able to gather, become a
recognized student organization, recruit new members and
complete the necessary paperwork in order to re-establish a
fraternity.
“The amount of experience and skill (the women
in MSUM’s sororities) gain,
we are not able to offer men
on campus,” Boyle said. She
believes that access to a fraternity’s volunteering and leadership opportunities is important in connecting the campus
to the community at large.
Those interested in re-establishing a fraternity at MSUM
can contact Becky Boyle Jones
at 218.477.2554 or e-mail
boyle@mnstate.edu.
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Franken visits campus
Advocate Staff Reports

Today, Sen. Al Franken (D)
will be at MSUM to discuss
efforts to makes colleges
more affordable.
Franken will host a roundtable discussion and hear
from students about the
challenges they face in paying college costs.
Franken, who first became
famous as a writer and performer for Saturday Night
Live, narrowly defeated
incumbent Republican Norm
Coleman after a mandatory
state-wide manual recount.
The meeting is part of
Franken’s “Making College
Affordable” tour of campuses across Minnesota.
He is currently pressing a
Senate measure to streamline the student loan system
and put billions of dollars
in savings back into student
aid.
Students are encouraged
to attend this open forum
today at 1 p.m. in Owens
201. A question and answer

lauren taute / the advocate

Al Franken visited MSUM last year while campaigning for
Minnesota senator.

session will take place, so
students are welcome prepare questions and offer
input.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED
Female Roommate to finish out lease. Across from
campus. Reasonably priced. Great roommates! Available
December 1st. Contact Sarah at lipetzsa@mnstate.edu or
701-527-7127

FOR RENT
Beautiful BRAND NEW 3 bedroom/2 bathroom apartment just 1 1/2 blocks from MSU. Heat/Water/Cable and
High Speed Wireless Internet PAID! Washer/Dryer and

Roseth can be reached
at rosethke@mnstate.edu

Double Garage included as well as a Fireplace, Flat-Screen
TV (mounted above the fireplace), cherry-wood cabinetry,
black applicances, built-in microwave, dishwasher, a/c, etc.
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Windows. According to
Microsoft, Windows 7 should
alleviate many of the problems PC users faced with
Windows Vista.
Microsoft still controls 88
percent of the computer market, but Apple is catching up.
According to a recent consumer study, Apple controls
91 percent of the “premium”
computer market, meaning
computers over $1000.

Just $1200 and only TWO left so call today at 701-793-0187.

Both Mac and PC have their
pros and cons. Computing
needs and budget need
to be taken into consideration when purchasing a
computer.
“It really boils down to
personal choice,” Scheffler
said.

UNIQUE 2 BEDROOM LOFT WITH 16’ VAULTED
CEILINGS, EFF, 1 BEDROOMS AND 2 BEDROOM CORNER
UNITS. New oak kitchen cabinets, wood floors, volleyball
and basketball courts, washer and dryer hookups, heat paid
and cats and small dogs select buildings. Near Cashwise
and Applebee’s 701-235-3166
1 block from MSU, 1 bdrm $450, 2 bdrm from $550, heat
included, nice, clean, security building, references needed,
no pets or smoking, off street parking, call Scott 701-2194144 or 701-306-8619
1 bedroom available in a newly remodeled house just 3
blocks away from MSUM campus. Garage Space available.

Diebel can be reached
at diebelda@mnstate.edu

Only $350+utilites / month. Contact Erika@ (701)361-2380
or Jill@ (701) 367-1679.
South Fargo Apt Lease take over - Dec 1/Jan 1. 825 Square
Ft. - 1 BR, 1 Bath • Walkout Balcony (2nd floor)•Open
Kitchen Layout•Tile Floors Kitchen & Bathroom•New Stove
& Refrigerator•Secured Building•Dishwasher!•Fitness
Facility!•Electric Heat - INCLUDED!•Heated Underground
Parking - INCLUDED!•Normal Monthly Rent:

just

$585•Lease goes through April 2010 Contact 402-540-7977
southfargopad@gmail.com

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Become a Mystery Shopper!

We have paid mystery

shopping assignments available in Minnesota. If you are
interested in learning more about DSG’s mystery shop
opportunities call today (800) 462-8765 or visit http://
www.dsgai.com/>www.dsgai.com to sign up!

S E RV I C E S
Acne Treatment Center
When you’ve tried everything else now try us. 95%
Success rate. Affordable. Private, warm atmosphere. FREE
consultations. Call Joani at 701-541-6805. www.acnetreatmentcenter@gmail.com.
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530

To place an ad in the
classifieds email us at
advocate@mnstate.edu

