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| ' would not trade MS students for any in
the world. They come here badly prepared
academically, but they are healthy minded
and capable of enormous growth. | am
convinced that MSU may be the best college
in the world for most of them, as it was
for me, and | am disappointed that some
apparently never find that out. I am
shocked when some of them years later
send their sons and daughters to colleges
that are more pretentious than MS, but
not as good.

My second disappointment is in our
liberal arts faculty. For seventeen years
we have had liberal arts presidents and

we have made the liberal arts the solid
core of a bachelors degree at MSU. Judged
by their academic credentials, ours is a
good liberal arts faculty, but | do not
think they show enough imagination and
understanding in dealing with our students.
Many of them are so impressed by “‘the
liberal arts’” as a mystique, and so
impressed by their own experience that
they do not see our students properly

or understand their true potential. | wish
these faculty members would focus less
on themselves and more on their

students.

When | came here to teach in 1947 |
thought our students deserved a better
education than they were getting. We are
light years better now, but I still feel
that way.

Two Cheers for MSU

By Mr. Glenn Ringstad, class of 1947.
Mr. Ringstad is Chairperson of the
humanities department and an associate
professor.

By this time in my life, the institution
designated at various times as MSTC, MSC,
and MSU has played such a large part in my
life that | have difficulty imagining my
world without it. | don't suppose it was the
glittering intellectual attractions which

first got me here. As a matter of fact, for

a farm boy from Hitterdal, poor and without
much enthusiasm for church schoals, the
nearest state college seemed the only
possible academic haven in a world just
pulling out of the Great Depression and
World War 1.

Confirming Suspicions

And yet there was more to the matter.
One expected that the glimpses one had
caught of the larger world in a small
country high school would be continued
and enhanced in the big college. Ever

since the day in the school library when

| had pulled Dickens' Pickwick Papers

off the shelf as a momentary diversion
from an algebra problem, | had been
developing a feeling that literature was
infinitely superior to life. | expected

that college would confirm that

suspicion. Another such glimpse came
when | entered Anabelle Cruikshank’s French
class in my sophomore year, in spite of the
long tradition that boys took agriculture in
that time slot. Miss Cruikshank was an MSTC
product from Fergus Falls, and while
teaching us the language of polite society,
she spoke so glowingly of her teacher, an
elegant lady then known as Virginia
Fitzmaurice, later Virginia Grantham,

that a susceptible student might have

been convinced that MSTC was a station
on the metro on the way to the Boulevard
St. Michel. So, unlikely as it might

sound, | came here to read books and

learn French cheaply.

[t turned out that there was even more to

be had. The English Department had its own
intelligent and elegant lady, Delsie Holmaquist,
and a very wise gentleman, Byron Murray.

| carried on a one-quarter dialogue with
Samuel Bridges about ancient history. There
was the flashy and energetic wit of

Bertrand McGarrity in mathematics and the
dry and laconic humour of Paul Heaton in
economics.

Other schools might have been more active
and more exciting, but the intellectual
current was strong enough to carry one
forward, and we had the tremendous advantage
of feeling unhurried, uncrowded. | remember
a trio of us reading Camille out

loud in French, the female member of the
group being reduced to tears, and during

one Christmas vacation reading Proust

day after day. | have the feeling that at

other schools one would have been forced

to learn more and faster, but one would not
have enjoyed it as much, or savored it as
completely. The war had come near to
decimating the place, but everyone feit

that the bottom had been reached, and
things were enlivened with a gquickening
sense of the future.

There was another big bonus at MSTC —
friends. A sentence of E. M. Forster’s
in which he describes his own private
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Among the people graduating from MSU, a
great many are making significant contributions
beyond the campus in their chosen fields.
Significance should not be measured by
recognition or fame. Rather, it is those people
who show dedication to their career, a desire

to improve society and the ability to confront
challenges. While communicators are featured
below, future issues will discuss Moorhead State
graduates working in science, industry, the arts,
humanities, education, business and with
society’s problems.

[Reflections from
the Electronic Bye

Gathering news, writing and editing stories,
interviewing and broadcasting are but a few of
the tasks for three former MSU students who
work at two of Fargo's television stations.
Ann Clemenson ('74) appears as a news and
feature reporter on the CBS affiliate.

Doug Hamilton ('73), anchor man, and

Don Slater, weather and news reporter, work
at the ABC affiliate. Their common bond is a
great enthusiasm for what they learned at
Moorhead State and how this knowledge helps
as they reach beyond the gates through one of
the most popular and prevalent mediums —
television,

Ann Clemenson

At 2:00 a.m., fire trucks raced and sirened.
Ann Clemenson jumped from her bed, grabbed
a camera and raced off. “Where did the trucks
go? It must have been North Broadway. Aha!
Smoke."” One week as a tv reporter and already
a big story. She dashed into the sewage
treatment plant. “I'm Ann Clemenson from
channel 4. Where's the fire?"”

"“What fire? There’s no fire here.”’

“Why is all that smoke pouring out of here
then?”’

"1f it's okay with you, lady, we're just burning
off sewer gas."”’

Although more than embarrassed, Ann had
learned a reporter’s lesson. Next time she
would call the fire department for the
location of holocausts.

Before chasing fire engines and reporting news,
Ann was a speech/theatre major at MSU.
Realizing the limitations of one major, in her
junior year she added Mass Communications

for a second major. Two classes were
particularly influential: Radio & Television
Speaking from Mr. Ted Larson and Introduction
to Mass Communications from Mr. Marv Bossart.
These classes coupled with her part time work
as Saturday night d.j. for KMSC led to Ann’s
decision to enter the field of radio and
felevision broadcasting.

Her decision was confirmed when she interned
at KXJB-TV during the spring quarter of her
senior year. At the end of her internship and
with the resignation of two staff members, Ann
was hired. Her first on-the-air assignment was
doing the weather for the noonday news. From
there, she moved to Saturday night sports
announcer. Then calls rang in — a woman
reporting the sports!! However, the staff
supported her and she continued to give scores
and starting line-ups for some time. Now, she
is writing, producing and anchoring the noon
news.

Behind the scenes, she busily gathers news,
interviews, and handles feature and hard news
stories for the evening telecast. She also adds
filming and editing to her tasks.

The future: Or do you want to grow up to be
Barbara Walters? Although someday she would
like work at a bigger station, she believes
working at a station the size of KXJB isan
invaluable experience. It affords the
opportunity to work with every phase of the
news and she would miss this facet of
reporting at a larger station. She would like to
try educational tv because '"the possibilities of
what can be done are unlimited."”

But, for the present, she is totally enthusiastic
about her job at channel 4, learning new
things every day and in Ann’s words, ""trying
not to be a zipperhead.”
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