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moorhead stale university students
office of the presicert

A new year! A new name! And lots of
new students!

That pretty well sums up Moorhead State
University in September, 1975, four score
and seven years after the doors of this
institution first opened.

For the first time in five years, enrollments
at MSU are up. No one is certain as to the
reasons for the increase, just as no one was
quite sure of the reasons for the decline.

For all of us on the campus, reasons aren’t
terribly important. We are glad that the students
are here, and we are challenged by the faith in
in higher education that rising enrotlments
testify to. And it is a challenge, for we are
agreed that we must deserve that trust.

DPast & Present.

This summer | had an experience that, like so
many of my experiences on and off the campus,
renewed my faith in higher education. Henry
Mackall, who was the quarterback on the 1900
football team, Moorhead Normal School’s first
team, wrote to tell me that Elizabeth Donaldson,
who had been his Latin teacher at Moorhead,
had recently moved back to Minnesota and would
be celebrating her 100th birthday. Fortunately,

I was in Minneapolis on the weekend of her
birthday, and | drove out to the Wayzata
retirement home where she lives to present

her with flowers from MSU.

Miss Donaldson’s memory of her years in
Moorhead, 1900 to 1907, is very clear, She
roomed in the home of Solomon Comstock, the
man who, as a state senator, had introduced

the bill establishing Moorhead Norma! and

had given the land upon which the college was

built. The Comstock House is now an officially
designated historic site and is open to the
public. |t is a big house, and there was

plenty of room for Miss Donaldson, especially
since the oldest Comstock daughter, Ada, who
had been attending Moorhead Normal, had left
home to begin the distinguished career in
education that brought her to the presidency
of Radcliffe College, a position that she held
for 25 years.

And where does my renewed faith in education
come in? Seventy-five years ago, Henry Mackall
took Latin from Miss Donaldson. On her own
time, she taught him Greek. He went on to
become a highly successful attorney and a much
respected civic leader in Minneapolis. But

over all these years the student and the

teacher have kept in touch, remembering a

time of friendship and learning. How many
dedicated teachers, how many inspired students
there have been, bound together in memories
of this campus, of the Normal School, the
State Teachers College, the State College,

and now, the State University.

The Campus

This campus! How easy it is to think of

a university as a campus! This year it is
especially easy to think of this university in
terms of the campus because so many students
are living on it. The residence halls are full;
they are, in fact, more than full. For a few
days, we thought that we had bitten off more
than we could chew, and | imagine that some
of you got letters from sons and daughters who
were sleeping in basements and lounges. It has
all worked out by now, but we look forward to
this year when a larger percentage of our
students are living on campus than in any

year in recent memory.
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.and Beyond

11, this year, it is tempting to think of the
university as a campus, it is also easy, this
year, to think of it in very different terms,
for, this year, as never before, our teaching
mission extends far beyond the boundaries of
the campus. For a great many years, MSU has
offered off-campus classes. In the last few
years off-campus programs, sometimes called
adult education, and now usually called
continuing education, has attracted an
increasing number of students. There are many
reasons for this: in the counties for which

we have responsibility, there are nearly
15,000 people above the age of 25 who have
had some college but who have not graduated;
there are many peopie who need new knowledge
1o cope with jobs that are more and more
complicated; there are those who want to
change jobs, and there are a great number who
find in course work many kinds of

personal enrichment.

That is why you find teachers from MSU in
many of the towns and cities of the region.
As parents of on-campus students, these
programs may not seem relevant to your sons
and daughters, although they do mean that if

your children stop-out, as many now do, they
will not have to stop-out completely. But
those of you who live in this region may find
continuing education classes of interest to
you. There are a great many opportunities for
you to join your children as students at
Moorhead State University. Announcements of
courses are carried in local newspapers, or
you can get any information you need by
writing to Dr. Larry Jones, Director of
Continuing Education, Moorhead

State University.

The Ruture

If we do not see you in our classes, we hope

t0 see you on campus. There are a great many
things going on on the campus that might be of
interest to you. One good excuse for visiting
your sons and daughters is Homecoming, which,
this year, will be on Saturday, October 25.
Your children are the best source of
information on particular events, if you can

get it out of them.

If you do come, for Homecoming, or for any
other reason, | hope that | will have a chance
to see you.

Koot VY-
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