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Also, if you would find greatness in your work, you must have that consum-
ing passion for those with whom you work. Some years ago I was walking
along the street in Moorhead when I met up with one of her citizens. His
business was buying and selling potatoes. After some passing remark he said,
“Teaching must be awfully tiresome work, going over the same thing time after
time.” My reply was, “People are more interesting than spuds.” Oh, I know
that potatoes are necessary, and somebody must produce them and handle them.
But I prefer to work with human nature. During my first year out of college,
the head of the school where I was teaching gave me a little book in which I
found this sentence, “You have not achieved real greatness in teaching until you
reach the point where you are as much interested in your least attractive pupil
as in your most interesting.” I realize that this is an ideal, and, like many of the
ideals of Jesus, few ever attain to it. It is, however, a goal toward which you
may constantly strive. ’

In the third place, to achieve greatness, I believe you must have a sense
of being in partnership with God. Within recent times there have come from
men in all the walks of life statements to the effect that the only thing that can
save us from the present chaotic world condition is a revival of the fundamentals
of religion, a greater feeling of dependence upon God. And this can come only
as individual men and women have a stronger sense of the presence and power
of God, and of their cooperation with him in the great task of reclaiming the
world. No one who honestly seeks the improvement of world conditions will
enter upon a work into which he cannot take God as a partner.

Under our American system of separation of church and state, it is not
possible for you as teachers in the public schools to be teachers of religion.
But it is possible for you to recognize that what you are speaks with a much louder
voice than what you say. And it is possible for you to be so filled with the
idea of service to mankind that all who come into contact with you will feel
the pervasive influence of a God-directed life. In every branch of that great
field of activity which we call education, we emphasize the fact that what we
are striving for is the discovery of the truth.

In conclusion, then, let me urge you to join the ranks of those who see life
and its activities as an opportunity, as a challenge to do your part in the building
of character which is based on unselfish service to humanity. After many years
of searching in vain for the Holy Grail Sir Launfal returned to his castle, an
old man, broken in health, disappointed in his work, but having built into his
character that human sympathy for the needy which can come only from un-
selfish service. And in response to that challenge, do not be afraid to give to that
task all the powers that you possess. And if you do that, when you come to the
end of life’s journey, you will be able to say with the great Apostle Paul, “I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”
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