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average mark of “C” is usually required in pertinent areas of teacher
preparation such as the area of specialization in terms of majors and
minors and the area of professional education, including student teach-
ing. An average mark of “C” is usually a requirement for graduation. In
many instances, the scholastic requirement for admission to the Upper
Divisions is also an average mark of “C.”

The following paragraph copied from the 1949 bulletin of the Ball
State Teachers College is typical of bases of selection other than scho-
lastic ratio.

The College reserves the right to refuse the privilege of further
attendance to a student when it has become convinced that the student
lacks the personal qualities, professional characteristics, general health, or
scholastic attainments essential for success as a teacher. Such student de-
siring to re-enroll will supply the College with evidence that his difficulties
have been corrected.

A cursory survey of the literature will also reveal points of view and
suggestions concerning selective admission and retention of candidates
for the teaching profession. Unfortunately, however, the literature does
‘not provide a great deal of help in implementing reliable and effective
practices.

There are two crucial points at which selection takes place—one is
admission to college and the other is admission to the upper divisions.
Since the basis on which students are admitted to the colleges is uniform-
" ly established both in theory and practice, there seems to be little value
in elaborating on this issue. Admission to the upper divisions is an issue
that deserves both individual and joint consideration by the colleges.

Obviously admission to the upper divisions is only the culminating
point in the program of selection and retention that is progressively ap-
plied throughout the first two years of the college life of students. During
freshman and sophomore years, students may be observed, data may be
accumulated concerning tKeir personal and scholastic qualifications, and
they may be advised with respect to their fitness for entering upon a
program for preparation to teach; but their applications for admission to
the upper divisions as candidates for teacher education should be honor-
ed only in case the evidence supports their qualifications for doing so
successfully. .

Standards for admission to the upper divisions should be both per-
sonal and academic in character. The evaluation of personal qualities is
largely subjective. However, there is general agreement that teachers
should possess emotional organization that stamps them as balanced per-
sons. Tests and rating scales are available that measure with a fair degree
of reliability emotional characteristics. These, together with the best judg-
ments mature people can render, should provide a sufficiently reliable
index to prevent emotionally unstable persons from entering upon the
program of teacher education. Physical defects and anti-social behavior
that would militate against successful work in the classroom are usually
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of such obvious character that courage is the only essential factor needed
for dealing with this situation.

An attack should also be made on the improvement of the academic
standards now customarily used for promotion from the lower to the up-
per divisions. With progress that has been made in the development of
evaluative instruments and techniques a program of evaluation detached
from course credits and marks might be used to supplement these indices
of achievement. Such program of evaluation would provide two types of
evidence of competency. It would have the further value of relieving in-
dividual faculty members from taking full responsibility for evaluating
their own work. Moreover, it would provide a scholastic tone for the col-
leges that would command the respect of students, faculty, and public
alike. The implementation of the procedure should probably be a joint

undertaking of the colleges.
i

TEACHERS PROGRAMS IN MINNESOTA HIGH SCHOOLS

The problem of appropriate majors and minors for students prepar-
ing to teach in high school has been brought to the front recently by
several factors. It has been difficult to place certain students because
their patterns of majors and minors have not coincided with the qualifica-
tions stipulated in the requests for teachers. There are obvious discre-
pancies between the proportions of students preparing to teach certain
subjects and the demand for teachers in those subjects. These and other
factors prompted this study.

The proximate aims of the study were: (1) to determine the actual
combinations of subjects taught by the high school instructors, and (2)
to obtain from the superintendents or principals what they considered to
be the ideal situation for their school as far as teaching combinations
were concerned. It is hoped that the results of this study will be of value
to those studying and making recommendations concerning major and
minor requirements for students who are preparing to teach in high
school, and also to school administrators in evaluating their own curricula.

In March, 1949, a questionnaire was sent out from the office of the
President at Moorhead State Teachers College to the administrators of
227 high schools in Minnesota with eighteen or fewer teachers. Replies
were received from 120 of these high schools. Questionnaires were also
filled out by school superintendents in five nearby North Dakota towns.

The questionnaire was in two parts corresponding to the two proxi-
mate aims. The subjects commonly taught in high school were listed. In
Part I the superintendents indicated by check marks the subjects offered
in their high schools and the subjects taught by each teacher. In Part II
they were asked to “check those courses which you believe should be
offered in your high school, assuming that adequate facilities and appro-
priately prepared teachers were available.” The course schedules were
indicated for each teacher, “not one of the teachers now employed in
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your school but an imaginary person who conforms to your ideals, at
least in so far as preparation for teaching is concerned.”

A comparison of Part I, showing the actual situation, with Part II,
the “ideal” situation, for seventy-four schools shows that 85 per cent
would like an increase in staff; 11 per cent indicated that decrease would
be ideal if the teachers were appropriately prepared.

The 120 high schools which supplied information for this study have
a total of 1,140 teachers, an average of approximately ten teachers per
school. One-third of these high school teachers teach at least one class in
social studies, more than one-fourth of them teach English, and approxi-
mately the same number teach science. The number and per cent teach-
ing in each field are given in Table 1.

Table 2 shows the “ideal” situation as recommended by the superin-
tendents. In comparison with the actual situation, these data show a
general decrease in the per cent of teachers teaching each subject but an
increase in the proportion of schools offering the subject. This is explain-
ed by the fact that if appropriately prepared teachers were available the
superintendents would have each teacher teaching in only one or two
tields rather than being responsible for isolated courses in several fields.
This is especially true at the senior-high-school level.

All or practically all of the smaller high schools of Minncsota offer
courses in English, science, mathematics, social studies, commerce, and
physical education. Courses which are now offered in a limited number
of high schools and which the superintendents seem especially desirous
of adding to their curriculums are agriculture, industrial arts, and fine
arts. In each there is a difference of 40 per cent or more between the pro-
portions of schools now offering courses in the field and those who would
offer them if facilities were available.

TABLE 1

THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS TEACHING IN EACH OF THE SUBJECT-
MATTER FIELDS AND THE PROPORTION OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS IN
WHICH COURSES IN THESE FIELDS ARE OFFERED

Subject-Matter Teachers Schools
Fields No. Per Cent No. Per Cent

English ........ .. P 321 28 120 100
Foreign Languages .. .. ..... ... 30 3 29 24
Science ........... ... .... 314 28 120 100
Mathematics . ... ... . .. ... .. .. 242 21 120 100
Social Studies .. ... ... . ... .. 378 33 120 100
Art . 38 3 34 28
Music ... ... ... ... .. ... .. 131 11 96 80
Commerce . .................. 203 18 117 98
Industrial Arts ..... .. .. ... . .. 61 5 59 49
Home Economics .. ... ....... 73 6 73 61
Agriculture . ... . ... A 37 3 35 29
Physical Education .. ... ... .. 233 20 120 100

Total number .. . . . . 1140 120
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TABLE 2

THE PROPORTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN WHICH THE SUPERIN-
TENDENTS BELIEVE THAT COURSES IN THE VARIOUS SUBJECT-
MATTER FIELDS SHOULD BE OFFERED AND THE PROPORTION OF
TEACHERS WHICH THEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE TEACHING THESE

COURSES
Subject-Matter Teachers Schools
Fields No. Per Cent No. Per Cent
English ... ...... . ...... . . 178 18 76 100
Foreign Languages ........ o 30 3 28 37
Science . ... ... ... ....... . .... 155 16 76 100
Mathematics .................. 141 14 76 100
Social Studies .. ... .. ... .. .. .. 173 18 76 100
Art . ... . 56 6 51 67
Music .. ... .. ... ... ... .. L. 87 9 71 93
Commerce . ............... ... 95 10 76 100
Industrial Arts ... ... ... ... .. .. 69 7 66 87
Home Economics . ... ... ... .. 75 8 73 96
Agriculture ... ... .. ... 72 7 65 86
Physical Education ... ...... .. . 136 14 76 100
Total number .. ... .. ... .. 973 76

A study was made of the 1948-49 enrollments in 90 per cent of the
high schools of Minnesota by A. L. Gallop, statistician for the State De-
partment of Education.® In comparison with a similar survey made in
1939-40, the following trends stand out:

History—World history classes almost doubled; American govern-
ment and advanced civics up to 8,955 regular, 3,603 part-time students, as
against 168 before; state history now studied by more than 5,000, none
before; American and United States history up about one-fourth; ancient
and mediaeval history extinct as separate course topics.

Science—General science classes almost doubled; biology, chemistry,
and physics classes smaller; botany out entirely as a course topic.

English—Increase in speech and public speaking, dramatic art, and
journalism.

Music—Music appreciation and musical history drawing ten times as
many students as the 515 enrolled in 1939-40; chorus most popular music
class.

Art—Art enrollment tripled; applied art students up to 7,461 from
seven.

Health—Almost ignored in 1939-40; high school health, physical edu-
cation, safety and driver training courses now serve 128,210 students.

Mathematics—Less geometry, more arithmetic and algebra.

Business—Bookkeeping, shorthand, and typing enrollments have
slumped; “economic geography” off two-thirds; salesmanship, psychology
of business, business English attracting negligible number of students.

Agriculture—Off slightly.

*The Minneapolis Star, July 5, 1949. Data originally obtained from A. L. Gallop,

“Offerings and Enrollments in High School Subjects.” State of Minnesota, Depart-
ment of Education, Statisticial Division Bulletin, Code XVIII-B-70. (Mimeographed.)
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