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committee. He has visited the College and the Oak Mound School five-

timies during the past year for a week each time, :

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Incorporated first made grants

for studies in Applied Economics in 1939, when they provided sums
of money to the three state universities, Kentucky, Florida, and Ver-
mont. The universities were to carry on experimental projects to try
to prove that it is possible to raise the living standards in a com-
munity by improved teaching in the schools. Food, clothing, and
shelter were chosen because they were the basic needs of man. As a
result of this experimental program it was proved that the levels of
living in a community could be raised when the curriculum became
a functional child experience. Two problems arose: First, it was found
necessary to write supplementary material, local in application, for
the schools; second, it was found that the preparation of teachers was
inadequate for such a changed program. The three universities have
published over a hundred different booklets and many more are ready
for publication.

In 1943, the American Association of Teachers Colleges joined
the project. Its function is to develop in the teachers colleges a teach-
ing program that will prepare their graduates to carry on a functional
program of Applied Economics when they in turn become teachers.
The colleges selected by the Association to carry on the experiment
and to develop such a program are located at Keene, New Hampshire;
Oneonta, New York; Denton, Texas; Minot and Mayville, North Da-
kota; McComb, Illinois; Hattiesburg, Mississippi; and Moorhead, Min-
nesota. A regional meeting of the Association was held in Keene, New
Hampshire, during the spring of 1947, sponsored by the Committee
on Standards and Surveys. Dr. Snarr represented the College.

The following article, written by the secretary, Mr. L. H. Steele,
gives a brief summary of the work of the committee during the past
year. This report is to appear in the December issue of Applied
Economics, and will be illustrated by a photograph of the eight-
foot-square mural and map produced by the children at the Oak
Mound School.

A PiIcTORIAL SURVEY OF COMMUNITY RESOURCES

In setting up the Curriculum Study in Applied Economics at the
Moorhead State Teachers College, a committee of interested members
of the College faculty met with patrons and teachers of the Oak Mound
School. As a result of the meeting everyone agreed on certain pro-
cedures; first, all members should work together cooperatively; second,
the children should make a survey of community resources and facili-
ties. It was also recognized that if this were to be a vital program to
the rural community, the individuals of the community should decide
on the form and manner which the survey should take. The rural
and college groups agreed that the survey should be of such a nature
that it could be summarized pictorially, that it would appeal to the
imagination of all, that it would have teaching concomitants, that it
would have decorative qualities, and that it would motivate purposeful
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activity. It should also provide for individual as well as group partici-
pation, and the results should be effective in emphasizing the local
problem or problems and motivate further work on them. As a result
a pictorial presentation was combined with the formal type of survey.

The formal part, which included such items as water supply,
sewage disposal, lighting facilities, sources of power, large farm ma-
chinery, farm buildings and homes, plant production and animal life,
was broken down into detailed items. :

Through the Little Citizens League the pupils organized them-
selves into committees and visited the various sections of the com-
munity in gathering their data.

In order to represent pictorially the resources of the community,
a large wall map was planned by members of the College faculty and
the pupils of the school participating. The first step involved the
learning of how maps are constructed and oriented, how the scale
of miles is determined, and how map symbols are selected and used,
As a preliminary process each pupil made a small-scale drawing of
the school district. In their conference with the geography instructors
of the College, many mathematical and geographic concepts were
learred. When it came time to construct the large-scale map on an
eight-fort-rquar~ wallboard. an instructor from the art department
acted as consultant. After a few preliminary art principles were
explained and der orstrated, the pupils went to work with paints
and brushes. Designs and symbols of community resources were
planned and created to decorate the map panels. Much originality
and creative ability among the children from grades one through
eight were discovered.

Each family’s home was photographed and miniature prints of
them were pasted on the map in their correct location. As the writer
took these pictures, the children living in each particular farm place
accompanied him. This created a bond of understanding between the
writer and the children and gave an excellent opportunity to meet the
parents in their homes. ’

The parents and pupils responded enthusiastically to the pictorial
summary of the survey and became interested in its use in working
with the curriculum study in Applied Economics. From a study of
this survey, problems will be selected and listed. From this list of
problems a few will be selected and actual curriculum revision will
be carried on to find solutions. Final evaluation will show what actual
improvements in living have resulted in the community.

It is probable that Harold F. Clark, Professor of Education,
Columbia University, will spend a few days in the College sometime
during the year. Dr, Clark is responsible for interesting the Sloan
Foundation in the project by suggesting the possibility of enriching
the lives of children through education. His contact with the faculty;
members of the committee; teachers, children, and parents of the
Oak Mound School will help to clarify the project and to reveal
further educational implications in the college-community endeavor.
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