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THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

The conferring of the Bachelor of Arts degree was recent_ly au-
thorized by the State Teachers College Board and given publicity for
the first time through the College Catalogue for 1947-1948. That
degree is awarded in the Moorhead State Teachers College upon com-
pletion of the requirements for general education, the completlox.l of
requirements in majors and minors, and the completion of a sufficient
number of electives to total 192 quarter hours. Since the Bachelor of
Arts degree is a non-professional degree, it entails no professional work.

The curriculum leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree is planned
and organized according to the underlying philosophy of the concept
of human growth and development. The needs of society as well as
the needs of the individual are respected in the program. Since the
needs of both the individual and of society are dynamic, the educa-
tional program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree is kept flexible,
In this respect it is unlike the program in the traditional liberal-arts
college.

For students who wish to gain a broad general education and at
the same time to strengthen their background in the educational fields
of their choice, the Bachelor of Arts degree has distinct advantages:
It satisfies the requirements for admission to graduate schools for
advanced study; it satisfies the requirements of society for a broad
general education for those intending to enter a learned profession or
one of the vocations that require specialized training; finally, it satisfies
the requirements for intelligent citizenship.

Students interested in the Bachelor of Arts degree may write the
President of the College for more detailed information,

G. E. D. CREDIT

College freshmen who served in the armed forces may, on agivice
of a vocational adviser in the Veterans Guidance Center, take aptitude
tests prepared by the Armed Forces Institute for admission to advanced
standing, The following four tests commonly are given:

Correctness and Effectiveness of Expression;

Interpretation of Reading Materials in the Social Studies;
Interpretation of Reading Materials in the Natural Sciences;
Interpretation of Literary Materials,

If the student obtains satisfactory ratings in one or more of the
tests, he may be excused from certain freshman courses required by
the College. Satisfactory completion of the tests entitles the student to
a total of 36 quarter hours of credit. These credits may be used in
part to fulfill the requirements for General Educatign; all may be used
as 36 quarter-hours credit toward graduation requirements,
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TEACHING AS A CAREER

In considering your future profession and your life work you
should assure yourself on certain important points. It is important
that you make sure of the availability of a job or position when you
graduate. It is important that you make sure you will receive a salary
that will enable you to live comfortably in your community with a fair
degree of economic security, It is important that you make sure
that the kind of work you do will provide for you respect and dignity.
It is also important that you achieve through your work personal
satisfaction for the contribution you make to society.

You can rest assured of a position in the teaching profession
upon your graduation from college. There has been a tremendous
teacher shortage for the past five or six years; moreover, a sufficient
number of students have not enrolled in teacher-preparation courses
thus far to meet the need for teachers. A conservative estimate
shows that this need will not be met for a period of from five to ten
years. In considering teaching, you should remember that at least
four years are requried to prepare yourself for the more attractive
positions. If, however, you cannot take that much time for prepara-
tion, you can be assured of a position by completing the two-year
curriculum,

It is well for you to know that opportunities for jobs in other
professions will not equal those in the teaching profession. In engi-
neering it is estimated that the need will be supplied nationally in
1952; in Minnesota, in 1950. On entering college this fall, if you
choose engineering, you probably will have a hard time getting a
position when you graduate; you will likely have to accept a job
that is inferior to the one you expected when you began your pro-
fessional studies. What is true of engineering is true also of many
of the other professions.

In addition to securing a position, you are interested in the
salary you will receive when you graduate from college. It is recog-
nized that in the past teachers have been underpaid. Within recent
years salaries in other types of work went up rapidly because of
the demands of the war for both personal services and war supplies.
It is natural that increase in salaries for. teachers, as well as for
others with similar positions, lagged behind the increase for those
working directly in war activities. At present, salaries for teachers
have increased so that they equal those that are being earned in
other professions. In the future, salaries for teachers will continue
to rise at least until a sufficient number of teachers are available
for meeting the needs of the schools. If a financial recession should
occur, the decrease in teachers’ salaries will be less rapid than of
those engaged in productive activities. A recent report in the New
York Times indicates that teachers are making the greatest financial
gains in their history. On the basis of a nation-wide survey it is
predicted that salaries will be up an average of $400 a year by next
fall. ‘The biggest boost was given in Indiana, where the average
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