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The Curriculum at MSTC---

The curriculum of the American public schools is ever being changed and modified to
accord with the social and economic changes in contemporary life. The administration and
faculty of the Moorhead State Teachers College recognizes that there is no merit in substituting
one course for another merely for the sake of change, but appreciates that modifications must be
made from time to time in order to adjust the curriculum to our changing social order and thus
fulfill its function as a progressive training institution.

This past year the faculty of the college has examined approximately one hundred catalogs
from leading teachers colleges, liberal arts colleges, and universities in every state in the Union,
and the recent comprehensive nation-wide studies of teacher training, in order to learn the present
day curricular trend.

In modifying the curriculum, the administration and the faculty have had two objectives
in mind. The college must provide opportunity for students to acquire the academic and pro-
fessional training that will qualify them for teaching careers. Furthermore, all students in the
degree curriculum must be permitted to take courses in specialized fields so that they will be able
to earn sufficient credits to allow them later to do graduate work in their chosen majors.

Students who register for the degree curriculum take a general college course during the
first two years which gives them a valuable and lasting cultural knowledge. In the last two years,
they are privileged to select majors and minors in specialized fields and are admitted to the pro-
fessional courses offered by the college. The local requirements more than fulfill the North
Central Association standards. The institution believes that the greatest inspiration comes
from fullness of knowledge and aims to prepare students accordingly.

The Elementary Field

The Moorhead State Teachers College is interested in preparing well trained teachers for
the elementary schools of the state. Therefore, special attention has been given to the develop-
ment of an elementary curriculum which will compare favorably with any offered at any other
institution. The students completing the four years of training in this field will not only have
acquired a liberal arts education, and the desired professional training, but will have gained a
wide acquaintance with the subject matter that they will be expected to teach. Many schools,
even in the smaller systems, are already requiring that their elementary teachers have four years
of teacher training preparation. Graduates of the two-year curriculum should seriously con-
sider the advisability of returning to work toward the degree in elementary education.

The Secondary Field

To be awarded the degree in the secondary field, a student must complete two majors, or
one major and two minors. Students who complete the work prescribed in the degree curriculum
may be assessed that they will be well qualified to teach in their chosen fields and they will
experience no difficulty in being admitted to graduate schools of practically all leading univers-
ities without qualification.

Two-Year Curriculum

The Moorhead State Teachers College offers two years of training in the elementary field
to prepare persons for placement in either graded or rural schools. At present all two-year
elementary graduates must participate in student teaching for twelve weeks in either the prim-
ary or intermediate department of the Campus School. They must also live in the country for
six weeks and teach in one of the rural schools affiliated with the college. A course in school
management is pursued simultaneously. The work of student teaching in both fields is super-
vised by specialists, and each type of practice adds to the effectiveness of the other.

Pre-Professional Courses

In accordance with a recent ruling of the state’s attorney-general, the State Teachers Colleg-
es are authorized to offer to students the privilege of taking liberal arts courses during the first
two years in college and to get full credit for two years if they transfer to other colleges or to
the University. In view of this ruling, the college is now offering many pre-professional courses,
such as pre-dental, pre-medic, pre-law, pre-embalming, pre-engineering, prejournalism, pre-
business, pre-pharmacy, and pre-social service.
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Joseph Kise, Chairman
Offerings of Departments

Art. The college is unusually well equipped to offer courses in fine and applied art. Three
spacious rooms, equipped with special desks, provide ample space for all types of art work.
With the addition of a new faculty member to the department, students will be given the oppor-
tunity to earn a strong major in this field. Arrangements will be made monthly for exhibits of
paintings, prints, and craftwork.

Epucation. Philosophy of Education will hereafter be required of all degree students.
This course is intended to be an adventure in ideas and will treat of the aims, meanings, and
values of education, particularly as they apply to the democratic life. The course in curriculum
has been reduced to two hours in order to allow 6 quarter hours in methods. Two of these will
be in general methods, and two each in specialized fields under the direction of competent super-
visors.

Excrist anp LiTeraTURe. Students who do their work in this department may prepare
themselves to teach English in junior and senior high schools, coach debate and direct dramatics,
and supervise school publications. Some few graduates go into professional publishing, into
radio and stage work. The full minor in journalism is new, and both this and the speech minor
have been strengthened by a tie-up with political science, economics, and contemporary history,
so that the prospective speech or journalism teacher will have a broader background.

ForeioN Lancuaces. Three years of French and German are offered at the college. The
new courses offered in German in 1939-40 will be **Goethe,”” **Lessing,”” and “Schiller.” Some
of the better students are looking forward to graduate requirements by studying both of the
languages. Students who plan to do graduate work in other fields are advised to take one or both
languages in order to satisfy the requirements for advanced degrees.

GeocrarHy. Students who major in Geography are qualified to do graduate work in the
field, teach in the secondary schools, and have the necessary foundation to hold positions in the
United States Department of Geography, as cartographers or map makers, as assistants in the
United States Weather Bureau, and as trade and commerce experts in certain private firms. The
department offers courses which are especially organized for teachers in the elementary field.

InpusTrIAL ARTs. The demand for Industrial Arts teachers has been very strong during
recent years. Students who have an aptitude for and interest in this field are urged to give this
major serious consideration. A course in metalcraft and jewelry will be offered next year for
the first time.

MartremaTics. In addition to the major and minor offered in this department, students
have the opportunity to take one or two years of the mathematics needed as preparation for
specialization in other fields. Applied mathematics, a senior subject, may be taken by students
who wish a comprehensive review of the subject through application in many fields.

Music. The demand for instructors in music and band considerably exceeds the supply.
The music major has been reorganized with the objective of giving students practical experience
in applied music the first two years and the theory courses in the senior year. Special teachers
give both group and individual instruction in voice, piano, violin, and wind instruments.

Puysicar EpucaTtion. In seeking new teachers, superintendents request Physical Educa-
tion more frequently as an extra-curricular ability than any other except music. The major
and minor in this department have both been strengthened. The major is recommended to
students who wish at some time to do graduate work in the field. The new minor will fiulfill
the state requirement for teaching. Previously, the state required only ¢ quarter hours, but
will, henceforth, insist on a minor to qualify for teaching physical education.

Science: The science department will next year consist of three full time faculty members.
The increase in the number of instructors will make it possible to offer a strong major in biology
as well as in physical science. The primary purpose of this department is to prepare well qualified
teachers for our public schools, but students may receive here preliminary training in many pre-
professional courses. They may also prepare for research work in government bureaus and
industrial concerns.

SociaL Science. In this department majors are offered in History, Political Science, and
Social Science. The department aims primarily to prepare students to teach the social studies
in our public schools. Students have, however, the opportunity to take many pre-professional
courses. A number of graduates have also been awarded in-service fellowships in public ad-
ministration or are engaged in government work.
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