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Abstract
School counselors must play in an important role in providing advocacy and support for
students and their families that are experiencing homelessness. ASCA has a position
statement as well as information on confidentiality to provide clarity in our role.
Furthermore, the McKinney Vento Act defines homelessness and requires schools to
identify and assist families as well as educate all school staff members. Rural
communities are less likely to have resources like shelters, so the homeless population
may be more difficult to identify and school counselors may be in a unique position to

recognize the signs of homelessness.
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Introduction

The McKinney Vento Act and addressing the needs of homeless students became
important to me during the 2016-17 school year. Our district was not identifying students
because they did not understand the definition or understand the needs of this population.
One of my students moved in with a family in a neighboring town and was about to be
removed from enrollment. | researched a way to help keep her in the district as | believed
this was not in her best interest. | found information regarding the McKinney Vento Act
and began advocating for her to stay in our district and for the school to change policies
that create barriers for homeless students.

Over the last couple of years, | have been working to educate school staff on the
McKinney Vento Act. As of the 2017-18 school year | have provided information and
education to the administration, counselors and secretaries and we have identified twenty-
one students as homeless. In the next school year, | will be presenting to teachers as well
as bringing in a poverty simulation for our fall in-service.

My goal for our district is to not only follow this act, but more importantly change
our mindset. We must provide students with a safe place and immediately enroll them
and welcome them to our school while providing them with the support they need to be

successful.
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Identifying Homeless Students in Rural Communities

The number of homeless students in the United States has continued to rise over
the last thirty years. In order to understand rural homelessness and its impact one must
also be aware of how homelessness is defined and what homelessness looks like in rural
areas as it can be more difficult to pinpoint. The McKinney Vento Act was introduced to
provide clarity in defining homelessness as well as federal funding for schools to deliver
the services and resources that the students and their families need to help the students be
successful at school. Homeless students may live in vehicles, shelters, on the street or
even with friends or family. They often sleep on the floor or on couches and move often.
It is sometimes difficult to identify homeless students because families may not even
know that they are homeless or may feel a sense of embarrassment by the term. Once a
student is identified as homeless they can remain in their school of origin for the
remainder of the school year under the McKinney Vento Act even if they move out of the
school district (Strawser, 2000).

Rural Homelessness

In working in a rural community with students and families there are differences
in addressing needs and barriers. According to the National Alliance to End
Homelessness (2010) the reasons for homelessness differ in rural and urban communities
because poverty rates in rural communities tend to be higher than urban which makes the
threat of becoming homeless an issue. Also, rural communities are less likely to have
resources like shelters, so the homeless population may be hidden. It is difficult to count

homeless families that are staying with relatives and friends. Because of this lack of
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resources and knowledge about homelessness it makes it even more important to identify
these students, so needs can be assessed and supports can be put into place.

School counselors must assist in the identification, provide resources and/or services and
help reduce barriers and stigma for the students in their schools. The ASCA Ethical
Standards for School Counselors (2016), addresses many of these themes as well as the
role to create “systemic change.” In many schools, homeless students are not being
identified and are at risk of being denied enrollment, forced to change schools or not
given the services that would aid them and their families.

School counselors can work with their school’s designated homeless liaison to
support homeless students while educating school staff members on distinct educational
needs. In order to do that school counselors must realize the unique challenges that these
students face to make available services and support that are evidence based.

School Counselors Role in Identification and Support of Homeless Students

The role of a school counselor in identification and support of homeless students
in a school setting were examined. School counselors must be aware of the risk factors
associated with being homeless as well as possible issues that homeless students are often
faced with such as abuse, trauma, dissociation, perception of safety, frequent absences
from school and lack of control. These issues coupled with frequent changes in schools
may lead to lower academic performance.

The ASCA journal article written by Stone (2014) discusses the importance of
school counselors in the process in relation to confidentiality. ASCA ethical standards

allows for a balance regarding safety of students and collaboration while also following
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the law. By following the law and addressing students’ needs Stone (2014) asserts the
following:

At the end of the day, personally identifiable information must be provided to the

homeless liaison officer, but prior to doing so the skilled school counselor will

work with homeless students to help them understand why the breach is
necessary.

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and Erickson’s stages of psychosocial development
were considered in the recognition of challenges that are faced by homeless students.
Cormack (2009) researched the perception homeless students have of counseling and
factors counselors should be aware of to have more success in their sessions. Individual
versus group counseling was also discussed as well as direct and indirect services,
resources and referrals that may be necessary for school counselors to have knowledge of
to provide support to these students and their families.

Resiliency was also a theme in working with homeless youth. School counselors
that work with the students and families of the students can assist with promoting the
understanding that resiliency is heightened through the strengthening of protective factors
like relationships that students have with their teachers, calming strategies like
mindfulness (Benzies & Mychasiuk, 2009).

Cormack (2008), used a qualitative approach on groups of homeless students that
analyzed the students’ perceptions of counseling, trust, dislike of the counseling process
and boundaries. The adolescent participants had low levels of trust in counseling and the
counseling process as well as found the experience oppressive. Participants expressed

the following views: “it’s like you can have a laugh as well as a chat” and “make it a bit
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more casual as well and instead of one room with the two chairs or something.” The
researchers found that amongst the group only one participant had not been forced to go
to counseling (Cormack, 2008).

Another study utilized a sample of 145 homeless youth living on the street was
used to learn about their ability to detect risk and protect themselves (Bender, 2014). The
sample included participants that had high rates of victimization and were witness to
serious injury, assault, robbery and death. Open-ended interviews were conducted with
the participants and the questions had an emphasis on trauma such as “how do you know
you are in a dangerous situation” and what do you do to protect yourself or keep yourself
safe (Bender, 2014)?” The homeless youth described internal and external cues that
prompted them to react to situations and were suspicious of people who “appeared too
nice or friendly and got too close.” Forty-two percent of the participants reported that
they were unable to detect risk and fifty-seven percent carried a weapon with them. Fifty
percent of the participants thought it was important to have people in their lives that they
trust to help stay safe, but thirty-one percent isolated themselves.

Another article researched resiliency and educating homeless and providing an
educational environment for homeless students to be successful. Data from academics,
attendance and assessments was analyzed from students that were identified as low-
socioeconomic status and then homeless students. They found that immediately
following homelessness students had an “acute risk for academic issues” (Masten, 2015).
A series of studies was also done to assess quality of parenting and effective parenting

related to better executive function in the homeless students. The results showed that a
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student’s executive functioning was related to academic achievement and success
(Masten, 2015).

In relation to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs homeless students are at risk
academically because their physiological and safety needs are often not being met
(Daniels, 1992). The need for love and belonging can also be affected because homeless
students move frequently and are unable to form lasting friendships. The family is also
under a large degree of stress and parents are often incapable of providing consistent care
and direction to their children (Daniels, 1992). Erickson’s psychosocial stage of industry
and interiority is also an issue for homeless children because they lack stability and
consistency (Daniels, 1992).

Conclusion

As a result of the studies and their findings it is clear that there are services that
school counselors must provide to homeless students. A number of themes emerged that
| would like to incorporate in my career to help address the needs of homeless students
and their families. Based on the results and readings group counseling would be
beneficial in the school environment to provide support and help students develop
friendships. These students are often highly mobile and providing an environment where
they can build friendships would help satisfy their need for love and acceptance.

The results of the findings of the Knowledge and Skills with Homeless Students
Survey showed how collaboration and advocacy in the schools is necessary to ensure
homeless students are successful at school. According to Havlick & Bryan (2014):

Increasing knowledge of policies, agencies and supportive services within the

community and school is imperative when assisting families like being
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knowledgeable of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, which

addresses the enrollment and transportation needs of students experiencing

homelessness, as well as other barriers they may face.

The ability to recognize safe people and environments is necessary for homeless
students and has been found to sometimes be lacking. Assessing homeless students’
ability and providing education about safety in either a group or individual lesson may be
needed. Also, finding creative ways to develop a rapport or relationship with students so
that they feel comfortable is important. Adolescent homeless students had often been
through mandated counseling and had negative feelings about the process so counselors
may need to make themselves visible at the school and find an enjoyable activity to do
with the student during the counseling process. Transportation to and from school,
parenting skills and mental health of family members may also need to be addressed
either directly or indirectly by the school counselor.

Homelessness is an important factor to consider for school counselors because it
is not always straightforward to identify students that are homeless. School counselors
are an important part of the team because they are a service to all students in the school
and work closely with families and oftentimes may be the first to recognize signs of
homelessness. School counselors must make sure an equitable and just atmosphere is
accessible to homeless students as well as providing education about the challenges to

other school staff members and resources to the families as needed.
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Training Materials for Administration

The Training materials for administration on the following pages include Kahoot,
a power point presentation and enrollment forms. Kahoot is an online tool that is used
here to measure understanding of the McKinney Vento Act. The power point
presentation covers the definition of homelessness and provides education to highlight
the reason it is important to support students that are meeting this definition. It also
advocates for a change in policy in regard to enrollment procedures. The enroliment
forms are used at the time of enrollment for all students coming into the district. The
materials are designed specifically for the school | am working in, but can be modified to

conform to the needs of your school district.
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DIMSION OF STUDENT SUPPORT & INNOVATION
OFFICE OF FEDERAL TITLE PROGRAMS

Student Residency Questionnaire

Stucdent 1DV

Fiext Name

Last Name

Brth Date

Schoo!

Check Yes or No to statements 1-5 below:

3. Ny Tarmily lhvns i an merrgeecy of trarsitional shelter or FEMA [Fedesal Emergency
Managemant Agency| housing.

2. Wy lamily is shirieg the howsing of othars due 30 loss of housing, econamic hardship, or
a simidar reason, we are doubling up.

3. Ny famiy is living in a car, tamporary RV park, or campground due 10 lack of altermatiee
accommaodations; 3 public space, atandoned bulldng substandard howing, bus or
tran statkon, public or private spece not desiped for human Seings, o @ similar setting.

4. My famiy bves in 2 hotel or motel,

5. lam an unaccompanied youth {not in the physcal custody of » paceet or guardian).

STOP HE

If you arswered *YES® to any question sbove, COMPLETE front und back.

Parent/Gumrdlan Name [first, lest)

Pacent Phone

Emergency

Email Acdress

Currant Addreis

Ciry

State

ap

Please list all children fviag with you from Pre-K throsgh h

schocl, H peeded, can an additional sheet.

Stuclent ID ¥

First Nama

Lawt Narw

Schoo!

Grade

Sigeature of Parent/Guardan or Unaccompanded Youth

1 Sechre, URDST penaly Of parjiry snder the laws of i rtate, 1hat the infarmation provized here & e 4rd Comect.
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Training Materials for Counselors

The training materials for school counselors on the following pages include a
power point and ASCA position statement. The power point addresses confidentiality in
regards to McKinney Vento. It also talks about the needs of the students and families.
Schools are required to have the family fill out a needs assessment and this is something |
think our school counselors could be in charge of. The ASCA position statement is
another handout that is helpful to provide additional information to understand our role in
working with homeless students. The materials are designed specifically for the school 1

am working in, but can be modified to conform to the needs of your school district.
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The School Counselor and Children Experiencing Homelessness
(Adoptel, 2010)

Amenican Schosl Cousselor Assaciation (ASCA) Pasition

School counselors recognize the effects homelessnessidisplocement bas on children’s memtal and physical health, wnd
academic functioning. School counselors colliborate with community stakeholders, advocits to remove bamiers o
academic success, and implesent educational and prevestion programs to promote seocessful parformance and mler-

The Ratiomale

Famdlies with chikinen make up 34% of the homeless population; more than 1.35 mélicn children are identifisd as
Bosseles anomally (The National Lew Center on Homelessness and Poverty, 2007). Students experiencing homekess-
ness are zoee likely to miss sobool and repeat 2 grade than other stodenls from femilies with kow-income (Becknes,
2008). They ve a significantly bigher prevakence of developmental delays i comemunication, receptive vocstulary,
und visual motor skills as well as performung below grade bevel pesformance in reading or mesthematios (Gewarte,
Hart-Saegos. & Medhanie, 2008), L addition, studemts who are homeless bave an increased incldence of meptal and
physical heaXh concerns, with two times the raie of depeessioa as the general popalation, and as much as Gur times
the prevatence of disroptive behavior disorders as bowsed students from Jower incomse families (Gewirtx et al., 2008).

Intitucional barness within schools, such 2s transportation, smmunization asd physcal exsmination sequirements,
residency and birth certificate requirements, and Bk of sshool recards, impeds homeless fasulies’ ability to earoll
their childeen in schools (LS. Degartment of Edecatioa, 2000). The McKinney-Vento Act of 1987 cwtlined the rights
of homeless stodents, and created directives for schools 10 ensure stpdents are able 1o enrall and suoceed in school

(Heenamedee, Joeefiwice-Simbeni, & Tsrasl, 2006).

The School Coumseldor's Role
School coumelars
+ pdvocate for students aad collaborate with thewr parents'geardmng to reduce Barniers related 10 schoal enroll-
ment and academic succe
« estahlsh edecatiosal and preveative peograms foc homeless parents and chikdren
* collabocate with school and commmnity personnel, asd coordinate sppropriale support services
* incresss stakeholder swareness and eaderstanding of the McKinney-Veato Act, and the rights of homeless stu-
dents
= advocate for appeopriate educational placement

Summary

School counselors promote awareness and understanding of (3¢ bauss students face when expericacmg homelessness
School counselors callaborate with students, pareats/guardians, asd comamunity stakebolders to overcome 1he barners
10 seademie, career, and personal/social success sssociated with homelessaes.

References
Backaer, L C. (2008). Undentanding the impact of homekssness on chikrer: Challeages and
fulure reseasch disections. Amerioae Seharioea! Scienrist, 5J(6), 721.736,
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Training Material for Secretaries

Secretaries have an important role in the process of identifying homeless students
as they are usually the first school member that new families meet. The training
materials on the following pages include a power point, enrollment forms, tracking
spreadsheet and quick guide. The power point is not only to provide an understanding of
the definition, but also education on sensitivity in not using the term homelessness. They
are also going to most often be in charge of having families fill out the enrollment forms
and letting the appropriate staff members know about the family. The spreadsheet was
created to share information between the building secretaries, homeless liaison and
district office. The intent is to provide clarity, promote accuracy and ensure consistency
among staff members. There is also a reminder about discretion and possible safety
issues that might arise with families. The materials are designed specifically for the
school I am working in, but can be modified to conform to the needs of your school

district.
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NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTNENT OF DIVISION OF STUDENT SUPPORT & INNOVATION

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OFFICE OF FEDERAL TITLE PROGRAMS
Student Residency Questionnaire
Student 10M first Name Last Name Beth Date School Grade
YEs | NO

Check Yes or No to statements 1.5 below: 7

1. My faenily lives in an emengency or traritional shefter or FEMA [Fedéeral Emergency
Managemant Agancy} howsing.

2. My family s shacicg the howing of cthars due 10 loss of housing, econamic hardship, or
a smiar reason, we are doudling up.

3. Ny family s living in a car, temporaey RV park, or campground due to lack of altemathee
accommadations; a public space, abandoned buliding, substandard howsing. bus or
trak station, public or private space not desipred for human Beings, or  similar setting,

4. MWy famiy Bves 0 2 hotel or moned,

5. lam an waccompanied youth [not 'n the physical custody of 3 parent or pwardian),

‘NO* to a2l of the questans abow

STOP HERE
If you answered "YES® to any question above, COMPLETT front and back.

Parent/Gaardian Name (first, Isat)

Parent Phore

Emurpency

Email Acdress

Correm Adcdewia

Cay

Stne

Zip

Please list all children Bving with you from Pre-K throsgh h

school, ¥ needed, use an addsiosal sheet.

Student ID ¥

First Name

Last Name

birth Date

Schodd

Grade

Sigrature of Pacert/Guardian or Unaccemparied Youth

| Bochart, under pena iy OF parjary srder the laws of This state, that the Isformation provided hars & traw ard cormest.
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION DOFFIGE OF FEOERAL TITLE EROGRANS

Tudare Faddency Qusssonrain |eentineed] Faror b Geanrdan Farr [Tl kel
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McKinney Vento/in transition Students
; . Every time a student registers or has a change of address
A% FoniNes have them fill out the residency form

If all boxes
re check Discard form

NO on the

form

Scan the form to Steve and Jess to make the determination,
We would also like to meet with the family right away if
if one or [possible to fill out a needs assessment.
more are |A free lunch form needs to be signed by Steve and sent to
checked YES [Roxane
Check the student in power school
Fill out the shared excel spreadsheet in One Drive
|Call if you have questions
Tips for working with families

Do not use the term homeless.., use In transition or
McKinney Vento

We need to enroll while the determination is being made,
50 if they check the box staet getting enrollment ready and
start them in school as quickly as possible

Make sure the family feels welcome

Offer to help them fill out forms..may have difficulty
reading or focusing

if you suspect the kidnapping or unsafe situation alert your
principal, law enforcement or child protection. Student can
still ba enrolled even if we suspect kidnapping as we let
thesa agencies make this determination while the student is
safe at school,

34
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Tracking Spreadsheet for secretaries and homeless liaison

Wahpeton Public Szhoole
20078 McKinney Vento Sindents
Remember to use diccrefion. Families may be fleeing an uncaf sttuation and confidentiality i imporfant during this process.

Aclo, we must immediately enroll a student even when we have: questions as to the student’s eligibility under McKinney-Vento.
Once the box for posible McKinney Vento statue hac been checked begin thic procese

Lemch form fo Date Needs 5 Additional information for STARS checkbaxes
Student Name School “ml oo Date of Enrollment Steve o sign and Assesement (YfNJ| Vento P :h'ln' . (femds, Unaccompaniad, and requires no
cend to Roxane Completed services)
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Training Materials for School Staff

The power point presentation and Kahoot are included in this section. The
presentation provides an explanation of the definition of homelessness and why it is
important. A Pre and Post Assessment was created on Kahoot to be utilized during the
training session. The pre assessment contains basic questions regarding the McKinney
Vento Act and the number of students identified at our school. The post assessment
contains hypothetical situations and how they would respond. The materials are designed
specifically for the school | am working in, but can be modified to conform to the needs

of your school district.

McKinney Vento
o @" by jessicagilsrud 1 hour ago
& 3 Y ] g
3 questions @ Private
McKinney-Vento WPS

m o n n
by jessicagilsrud 2 hours ago m Favorite s n Sharef® n

sueliu

4 questions @ Private

Share

[Jn
Ol
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Additional Resources
Included in this section are checklists, resources in Wahpeton, needs assessment

and additional forms regarding homelessness.
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School Selection Checklist for Decision Making
(Adopted from the Texas Homeless Education Office)

School of Origin Considerations

Local Attendance Area School Considerations

[0 Continuity of Instruction
Student is best served due to circemstances ohat
fook o his or her past

1 Age and Grade Placement of the Student
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers i
critical to the student’s meaningful school
experience and participotion, The student has
been in this envivonment for an extended period
of time.

O Acaderic Strength
The child's academic performance is weok and
the child wowld fali further behing i he/she
transferrad to another schoal,

3 Soczal and Emotional State
The child is suffering fram the effects of
mobility, has developed strong ties to the
current school, and does not want o leave,

[ Distance of the Commute and 1ts Impact
The advantages of remalning in the school of
origin outweligh any potential disedvantages
presented by the length of the commute,

[0 Personal Safety of the Student
The school of arigin has advantages for the
safety of the student.

[ Student’s Need for Special Instruction
The student’s need for special instruction, such
as Section 504 or speciel education and related
services, can be better met ot the school of

arigin

1 Length of Anticipated Stay
The student’s current living situation is outside
of the schoal of origin’s attendance zone, bul the
living sttuation continues to be uncertain. The
student will benefit from the continuity offered
by remaining in the school of arigin

[ Contirsuity of Instruction
Student is best served due to circumstunces that
fook to his or her future.

[ Age and Grade Placement of the Student
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers in
the school af erigin is not particwlarly critical to
the student’s meaningfil ohoo! experience and
participation. The student has attended the
sehool of erigin for only a besef time.

[ Academic Strength
The child's academic performance is strong and
at grade fevel; the child would likely recover
academically from a schoof transfer.

[J Social and Emotional State
The child seems to be coping adeguately with
mability, does not feel strong ties to the current
schoal, and does not mind transferving.

[0 Distance of the Commute and [ts Impact
A shorter commute may help the student’s
concentration, attitude, or readiness for school
The focal attendance area school can meet alf of
the necessary educational and special needs of
the student.

() Personal Safety of the Student
The local attendance area school has
advantages for the safety of the student.

] Student’s Need for Special Instruction
The student’s need for special instraction, such
as Section 504 or special educotion end related
services, can be met ot the local attendance
area school,

[ Length of Anticipated Stay
The student’s current living situation appears
stable and unlikely to chunge suddenly; the
student will benefit from the developing
relationships with peers in school whe live in
the local community.

6A-1 | NCHE Homeless Liaoison Toolkit: Appendix 6.A School
Selection Checklist for Decizion-Making
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]
NOATH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF DMISKIN OF STUDENT SUPFORT & INNCUATION
‘ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OFFICE OF FEDERAL TITLE PROGRANS
StedenVFamily Noods Assessment Form
MK Insey-Vento

Swdent: l School: D

Ciprent Bving srrenpeseesi: Incone
(shelter, motel, relatives, friceds, cic.)

Peimary Coreact Information- EmengencylAkemile Coalact lnformation:

Name: Name:

Mhailing Addreaa: Malling Address:

Cell # Celil d

Home & Home ¥

Work ¢ Work ¥

Emall; Emall:

Reatioashize
[ Enployer. Employer.

Cehers living (n residence & relabionakiys to student:

Naste Age Relticeship “List of echosts in disiniet

1

2

3

4.

Add|tiomal:

Family stetus: £ Cougle, manded O Couple, unmamried 01 Single parest O Divoroed O Separated

D Relatives [ Frieads

Comments:

Ematiomal Concerns for your child: Clsad Clanslows Cnervovs Delespiness Cbedwetting Dretusal 1o obey
Cltantrumms Chigealing Cliying Cshyness Drenniag awny Dfghtisg O dunting pets O Difficulty: Dosocaniesting
Clsleeplog Comments:

Agency lavolvement:

ChiM; DIDSS Clivenile Coart ClBshaviorMental Hoalfs Diealth Dept. D0ther

Parent: (IDSS C)Court Dndeneal Health Diealih Depe. DOmer

Benefits recelved: OWFPFA (0SS! ClFecd Stamps CiGther
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NORTH DAXOTA DEPARTMENT CF DIMISION OF STUDENT INNOVA
‘ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OFFCE OF FEDERAL TTLE PROGRANS
Stressfel evente: Description'Comsents:

Parents: Cheparsted Civerced Dother
Change(sk Oscheol Cljeby Dlresidence Dfinance Dother
Family: Dillness Daccident Odeats Closs of pet Dotker

Health status:
Froblems: O haariag Ovisios Dspeech Didental Dlother
Conditions: Chevttma Ddinbetes Dlssizares Dlead poisoaing Dsickle cell Dphysical Ssshility
Diagnosis: DADHD D8I Polar Ddepreion DODD DOCH Dadf-injurioas Oather
Medication(s):
Contact Information, provider for: Healthears:
~Meatal Health: Dental:
Tasurance: ClMdlud Oi{eaks Cholce DOther

mummm

X Comments
Crverall

Housieg

Stability

Commecnts:
Resources, persomal & secial (support sysdem ):

Resources provided: Qinformation about what families need to know about the legal rights tmder MoK inaey-Venio

Highst seedi: [Rhiwing Diransportatinn Deducational Mizenclad Dinssrance Ulibmnilyfreledorship Dveeatienal
Ophysical bealth Ddectal heah Ciresovery Chipirisssfity Dotker

Student support services regeestedmesded: Clfres lunch Dlsehool supplics Dfod Dhygiens ilems
Dlemergency elothisg/usiforsushoes Axsistance obtaining: Dechool recoeds Oimeunizations
_ Omedical records Dother

Reforrals made:
Schoot: Doounselor Dsocial woeker Drnuese [Dorisis inlervention DEC D504 DESL Dother

Acedenic: Deducationsd needs, servioes, treting Dtutor Dmentor Denrichmest Dot
Provider: Omental bealth Dibeadicare Cldental Clother
Agenoy: ClHeaith Dept. [IDSS Cldemestic vialeso: Clysbstance absae Clcownseling Oparenting chasses
CRowing axscvance Clfood stampe OMedicaid OWFFA Cuarspoctation Clemployment Daferschool casx
Odaysare Clother
Comments:

Law DRessurces for children and youss experioacing homelesszess CICoatact numbers, formation S s

personnel DlOther, describe:




Counseling Resources

Si. Francis Hope Unit
2400 St Francis Drive, Breckenridge, MM
(21 86430499

Sanford Heal(h- Wahpeton
Ariane Getz, PEYD

Child and Adoleccent Psychology
{010 642-T000

Solutions Counseling Services

Fam Thompsan

415 Mebraska Ave, Breckenridge, MN
(21816435530

Three Rivers Crisis Center
Domestic Violence and Sexoual Abuss
S0 Dakotn Ave Wahpeton, ND
Local line: 701-642-2115

Toll Pree: 1RO0-82T-3659

(24 hour crizis line)

FPrairie 5t. Johns

Free necds assessment or referral (24 hours)
501 4™ Street Souih, Fargo, ND

(701 )475-T216 or (§77)33-9565

MDSD Fambly Therapy Center
21F Ceres Hall, NDST

(T01231-B554

FAISTUM Community (Ouireach Center
Lomamen Hall 113, MSUM, 1104 7 Ave
South Meorhead BN

fI]EJﬂ?T—EﬁLj
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Southeast Human Service Center
Sliding Fee Scale

2624 9™ Avie & Farpo, MD
(12984500

Lalkeland MMental Health Services
21333 County Hwy 1

Fergas Falls, MM

(21B)736-6987

Tischer Therapewtic Services
115 5% St M Breckenridge, MIN 56520
(218)651-0212

FARGO

Suicide Lines
(701} 232-HELP
(701} 2324357

Mentnl Health Association
in Morth Dakota

24 hiours ¢ 7 days
1-1-1
1-8040-472-2911
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The Richland/Wilkin Collaborative to end

Childhood Hunger
The Food Backpack Program for Kids

Dear Parent,

All of the children of your school have been invited to partkipate in the 2017-2018 Food Backpack program. This
program is a partnership with several commanity agencles to address hunges and unmet nutritional needs of children in
our srea. Research has shown the impact of Ltnmet nutritional needs to social, academic, behavioral and physical

health,

The Backpack program will provide a bag of Wd-friendly, shelf stable food for your child to take home 2nd eat over the
weskend. This bag will be placed discreetly Into their school backpack. They will receivwe foods ke cered), pudding,
saup, fruit juice, granola bars, and other items. With your approval, we will send 3 hag of foad home with your child
eyvery Friday duning the school year. If you have more than one child in elomcmxy in the school disxri:l. each chid can

receive food for the weekand. Parent

This program is funded through grants and private donations so there is no charge. Participation is voktary. if youdo
not have 8 need in your hama for hunger assistance, your chikd and family may participate by making meanetary or food

donations.
We respect your privacy and the information that you share to participate in this program will be kept confidential The
sign up forms are maintalned at the School District office.
Please indicate below i you would like your child/children to receive the food and sign
Yas, | would like my child to receive food from the Backpack Program. Please compiete infarmation below,

Child's Name Grade Teacher's Name

Please inform your child they will be receiving the food, Please Instruct your child not to cpen the fod bag on the

bus.
Date:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Address: City: State:

Zip:
Phone: Emadl

Please return this form to the School Office o send with your child to school. i you have any
questians please contact Colette, United Way, at 701 642-1250, colette@unitecwayrw.org
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