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18 CONDUCT EDUCATIOXN

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PLAY

[n the spring quurter the eighth grade wrote its secordd play. It was
called “Knights of 1926, The interest in the Arthur stories had led into
an extensive study of knighthood, which included medieval background and its
need for chivalry, the quahities which characterized it, und the training for it.
The story of S Roland, presenfed in assembly by DMiss Lommen, made a
strong impression. The ideals of this story and of The Quest of the Grail
became the core of the unit and drew about it an appreciation study of
div Vinei’s “Last Supper” and of the Abbey panels of the Grail. It led to the
listing and analysis of qualities necessary to knighthood.

These were many,  They were judged as to their applicability to the great
people the elass had studied and {o immediate class needs.  The five outstund-
ing quulitics were unanimously selected to set up a class standard: serviee,
cooperation, trustworthiness, workmanship, courtesy. After a study of heraldry
it was decided to make a hanner to represent these ideals. The plan resulied
in a red cross, bound by a red eirele, on a white background. At the c¢lose
of the yeur this motif was used on badges presented in recognition of fine
effort in any particulir in character cssentinls. A study of the old vow of
knighthood led to a definite statement of the class ideals:

To be of service to all our fellowmen;

To be trustworthy at all times;

To be courteous always;

To cooperate in every good cause:

To let our ideal be workmanship and to practice it at all times;
1 5

To let our motto he “Nerviee to ail.”

Writing and presenting the play, “Inights of 1926, summurized the
8 1 g A I ,
knowledge gained, stuted the ideals set up, and set the desive of the cluss “to
st 5 b . ! -
do their deed with the fine stroke and gesture of o king.

KNIGHTS OF 1926
Time: The present.
Place: OQur own town.

Characters:  Twelve members of the cighth grade,
The seventh grade (any number may be introdicedy, (pose the
pictures as desceribed ),

The tableaux at the back of the stuge gave color and completeness to the
play.  Against the high, dark paneling and the stained glass ehapel window
representing Nerviece, the seventh grade posed “Abbey’s “The Vigil,” “The
Deprrture,” and the discovery of the Star on Rolund's shield in “Knights ot
the Silver Shield”  As cach was callad up by its story, the drop at the back
of the stage was raised, disclosing thru an illusion curtain the picture as it had
been vividly experienced by the children.

The shields and bhenners were planned and made by the members of the
class, cach child choosing hiis own emblem.

Kunights’ suits were made by menhers of the pageantry class and costumes
assenibled under their advice.

Student teachers participated in the pictures as priests, mounks, and nuns,
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JUNIOR HIGH SUHOOL ENGLISH 19

ACT I—The Tuspirvation

The scene is an ordinary living voom. Karen, Barbara, Trene, Clavence,
Genevieve, Wilma, and Donald are spending a1 rainy Saturday afternoon in-
doors.  Karen is sewing at a small table.  Wilma is setting the room to rights.
lrene and Barbara are in deep chairs near @ table veading. Genevieve is paging
over a large book on the table. Donald is stretelied at full length on the iloor
reading.  Clarence is looking over books on the hookease.

Wilma (stopping 1o {lean over Geoperviere): Oh, 1 owish T had something
to do.

Clarence: Yes, or something new {o read.
Genevieve: T wish it were not raining,
Clarence: 1 don’t mind the rain when T have a gowd hook.

Darbara (hopping out of her chaiv, streleling Ter book aloft, aid slep-
ping pompously about): Get a hook of King Arthur and you will feel as if
you were among the knights.

Wiltis: I have been trying to read just that kind of a book most of the
afternoon, and it hasn’t meant a thing to me. I don’t know any wmore now
than when I hegan to vead it.

Karen (vising to put wway her sewing): Oh, those stories interested me
and stivred my imagination.

Willis: But T don’t get anything from them. They don’t interest nie
They scem so far away.  What are they all about or why should we read them?

Genevieve: You feel that way because you have not read enough of themn
or thought about them. You were i1l and absent when we read anml diseussedl
them at school.

Irene (Coming over and sitting on a low stool wear Willis): Muny years
ago there really were men in Burope who called  themselves  knights.
They wanted to be of service whenever possible and were trained to be excellent
fighters us well as gentle protectors of the weak, Many of them wanted to go
in search of the Iloly Grail, the cup Christ drank from in the Tast Supper.
Only the one perfect knight could do this and Galahad was the one to sueceed.

IKaren: It is the story of Sir Galahud T like bhest.

Heltis: I wish I knew more about it.  Will you tell me?
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