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Good Points in the Project—By the Pupils.

We made things we read about.

We wrote about the things we made.

We got things out of different books.

We learned how to cook as the Colonists did.

We learned how to make things as the Colonists did.
We learned how to use the index of books.

We learned how to have self-control.

We learned how to speak before people.

The play gave pleasure to others.

We learred how to use the encyclopedia.
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Poor Points.

The play took too much time.
It took too long to make the log cabin.
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Reaction to Project—By Student Teachers.

1. The art work was made doubly interesting because it
was related to other subjects and the children had a familiar
basis on which to work.

2. In the study of the Colonial home and the Colonial
furnishings it gave the pupils a clearer idea of the part that
art played in the past.

3. It also gave the pupils an appreciation of art in relation
to the home.

Disadvantages.

1. It did not allow time for detailed study of color, design,

nature study, simple perspective and object drawing.

a. It did not allow time to work up the problems from an
art standpoint as for instance the designs for the book
covers. In working cut these designs a more gradual
and careful foundation should precede the final pro-
duction.

b. The time did not permit the children to study color
harmony in working out their designs.

EDITH HAYFORD.

The one thing which meant most to me during my one
term of teaching in the fifth grade of the Training School was
observing how successfully the Colonial project was developed.

The points which I thought were especially good were as
follows:

a. The correlation of all the subject matter. All class

work was directed towards one end, which was con-
stantly brought to the pupil’s mind.

b. The motivation of all subject matter. Pupil’s motives
were used as far as possible.

¢. Pupil initiative was emphasized (writing poems).

d. All regular class work was kept up, although it cen-
tered around the project.

e. It afforded a splendid opportunity for introducing the
different forms of letters as well as compositions.

f. The work did not drag, as a whole, and ended very
well.

I believe the reason that the work did not become monoto-
nous was because there was such a strong climax at the end.
The pupils realized that all of their work led up to the play, in
which they were especially interested.

To me the Colonial project seemed successful in almost
every respect. One thing which I noticed in my class was
that letter writing became monotonous. I realize now that
this was because the pupils knew that their letters would have
to be rewritten, some several times, before they could go into
the Colonial book.

EMMA MOSSBERG.

WHY WE ENJOYED THE PROJECT—Pupils.

I enjoyed working out the project of “IHow the Colonists
Lived” because I know low to make whale-oil lamps and candles.
I know how to make Johnny cake and svap. I enjoyed the play,
“A Day in a Colonial Home,”" best of all, because it helped me to
understand better Tow the colonists lived. I enjoyed maling the
soap, too. I made some soap at home the same way. It turned
out very nice and white. I am planning on making some candles,
too. I liked to make the rugs. I made three little rugs for my
dolly. I dyed rags to make the rugs. I enjoyed making the rugs
because I Inow how to make rugs and dye the rags for rugs.

ANXN MEYERS.

I enjoyed the projeet beeause we could go home cvery night
and tell our parents what interesting things we had done in
Iistory., I enjoyed malking the soap, candles, samp porridge and
Jolnny cake.  The play gave other people enjoyment.

Mary JANE COSTAIN.

Muech that we did was done in action rather than reading
only out of the listory book. It was lots casicr and more fun
than doing it in the latter of the two ways. e all read many
books about Colonial days. T e also made a booklet of our own.

FraNK WITIIEROW.

I enjoyed it beeause we did not always read out of a hook.

I think I learned much more by making them as the Colonists

did. I understood the things much better. e made cornmeal

mush ; I had never tasted it before and I don't think I wou’d have

tasted it at all. 1 also liked to work out our projeet because

when we wrote our play we learned more about how the Colonists
dressed, what they ate, and how they furnished their homes.
Maky ELIZABETH AASGAARD.



I enjoyed studying about the Colonists and how they lived.
I enjoyed Taving the play about the Colonists because it helped
me to learn what they did in olden times and compare it with
what we do today.
NADEEN (HAPMAN,

L enjoyed the project because it did not just tell what they
did but we felt what it was to be a Colonist because it helped me
to learn what they had to eat. how they had to get it, and how
they prepared it to cat, how they dressed, what they lived in, and
why, what they used for light, and how they wade it.
I1ARLO Ravynrono.

References for Pupils and Teacher.

arle — Htome Life in Colonial Days
Pratt . [ . B Stories of Colonial Children
Humphvey . . R Pilgrim Storics
Tappan . e ~Letters From Colonial Children
Chamberlain - - How We Are Sheltered
Carpenter. [ e How the World Is Housed

Andrews o [ Colonial Follways

Otis . - JR Mary of Plymouth

Otis . Ruth of Boston
Earle ___ R Child Life in Colonial Days
Perkine . . - Puritan Twins
Stone and Fickett . [ Lrveryday Life in the Colonies
Prescott . . A Day in a Colonial House
MeMosler . Primary History

e ~ - Elementary Industrial Arts
Bonser & Mossman . _______ e Andustrial Arvts for Elementary Schools
Minnesota Course of Study . . N Industrial Arts

Winslow __.

Mary E. Wilkin . i The Littie Colonial Dance Encyelopedia
Usher . . . The Story of the Pilgrims for Children

Atlantic Monthily—October 1924, P, 368 __ R L
Firty-seven Old Women Who Never Used Soap

Child Library Readers—Elson & Burris—Book V, P. 133,

Bound Volumes of St. Nicholas.

Pictures.

The Soap Maker—Wessel,

Winslow—Industrial Arts for Elementury Schools.

Sir Galuhad Series—Second Panel,

Series of Pictures on Light, by Pwrrish—General Electrie Compuaiy, Schenec-
tady, N. Y.

Miles Standish—Ferris.

Minimum Bibliography.
Earle .
Winslow .

Bonser & Mossman
Stone and Fickett [

Home Life in Colonial Days
. - Elementary Industrial drts
Industrial Arts for Elementary Schools
Ereryday Life in the Colonies
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE BOOK.

Ella Hawkinson, Principal, Junior High School.
Emma Glaser, Associate.

Through the educational evolution of years we have been discovering,
in terms ot Elizabeth Peabody, “What is this creature that we call a
child,” and today we consider individual differences, individual needs,
and the individual future of individual children. No longer shall the
child be fitted summarily and painfully to a set curriculum, but the cur-
riculum made to fit the child.

Our present definition of education is well expressed by Dr. Bobbitt,
“Education is that set of experiences which makes the child the best
man or womamn, the best citizen.” Experiences are to take the place of
an accumulation of knowledge outwardly applied.

Having adopted such a definition, we are confronted with the prob-
lem: What experiences are most conducive to the desired end? How can
the things which the school offers be made experiential and develop-
mental? As a solution to that problem and an experiment in curriculum
enrichment, the junior high school of the Moorhead State Teachers Col-
lege, in the fall term of 1924, initiated the project, “The Evolution of the
Book.”

These were our objectives: to unify the junior high school by an
interest which would permeate the entire department; by appreciating
our debt as well as our relationship to the past, to realize the oneness of
culture; to create a deep interest in The Book, through the wonder and
realization of its growth; to develop interest in a wider field of experi-
ential reading; to create a lasting desire for more and better reading;
to appreciate the wealth and beauty of our miodern books by comparison
with those of earlier times; to enlarge knowledge and experience with
concrete materials that enter into the making of books and records.

Our starting point was the history work, which became the basis of
all other activities, each grade working intensively on a definite period,
but knitting its study with that of other classes. Thus, by a slight adap-
tation, the tenth grade in its course in general history, could make a study
of the initial phases of The Book; the seven B group followed its progress
through the medieval period, and the seven A, early Colonial and Ilndian
records. The ninth grade found its interest in the corresponding science
activities. Grade eight acted as collecting agent and general efficiency
body, writing necessary letters, collecting miaterials, and editing The
Moccasin, our school paper, in which the project was presented. By
this interrelated plan we purposed to accomiplish our objective to unify
the junior high school through a common, absorbing interest, and further,
through that interest to achieve our reading, history, and socializing
aims.

Projects were thus established within the project, each a complete
unit, yet a definite part of the whole. Once initiated, each opened up
amazing possibilities and grew in comprehensiveness. New discoveries
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