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THE BULLETIN

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, Moorhead, Minnesota

Volume 13 JULY, 1918 Number 5

THOREAU IN MINNESOTA
By Mary Katharine Reely

Editorial Note: Miss Reely is a former resident of Minnesota who is
now engaged in literary work in New York City. This essay is
presented by permission of The Midland, a magazine of the middle
west, which is published at Moorhead and edited by members of
the Normal School faculty. Miss Eeely’s stories, ‘‘ Mother’s Day”’
and ‘“A Doctor Goes North,”” published in The Midland during
1917, were included by The Boston Transcript in its annual list of
the best Amertcan short stories, in which The Midland has received
a higher average rating for the past three years than any other
magazine.

The genius of Thoreau hovers so intimately about Walden Pond
that there is something piquant in the thought of him botanizing along
the shore of Lake Calhoun. It is as though one tried to imagine—but,
no, there is no comparative picture that awakens quite the same sense
of whimsical incongruity. Thoreau was the most narrowly localized of
all literary men; Minnesota is a state arid in literary associations. Yet
the two came together, and the shores of Calhoun and Harriet and the
woods about Minnehaha have known the footfalls that wore pathways
around Walden.

Thoreau visited Minnesota in 1861. He was then in his forty-
fourth year and not far from the end of his too-short life. His quest
to the Northwest was that pathetic one in search of health. A bronchial
cough of the winter had lingered into spring.

‘“The doctor accordingly tells me,’”’ wrote Thoreau, ‘‘that I must
“clear out’ to the West Indies, or elsewhere,—he does not seem to care
much where. But I decide against the West Indies on acecount of their
muggy heat in the summer and the South of Europe on account of the
expense of time and money, and have at last concluded that it will be
most expedient for me to try the air of Minnesota, say somewhere about
St. Paul.”

The journey began on the 13th of May, with young Horace Mann,
eldest son of Horace Mann, the educator, as traveling companion, a con-
genial companion, if one can judge by the description of the boy as
‘‘g silent, earnest, devoted naturalist.”” Niagara, Detroit, and Chicago
were stopping points on the long journey, the longest of Thoreau’s life
time, taking him furthest from his native Concord. At Niagara, listen-
ing to the roar of the falls in the distance, he found it easy to imagine
that he was surrounded by the hum of factories, a fancy that may be
looked on as prescient, if one wishes. At this first and only visit to one
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